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WEATHER 
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Max: 3l°C 

Min: 24°C 
Rainfall: Nil 

r 

ASTROGUIDE 


Hevilambi: Thai 24 
Tithi: Shashti/ Sapthami 
Star: Chithirai/ Swathi 
Rahukalam: 
3 pm to 4.30 pm 
Yamagandam: 
9 am to 10.30 am 
PRAYERS 
Fajar: 5.55 am 
Zohar: 1.00 pm 
Asar: 4.00 pm 
ighrib: 6.16 pm 
Isha: 7.45 pm 

SUNSET TODAY 6.12 PM 
SUNRISE TOMORROW 6.35 AM 
MOONRISE TODAY 11.39 PM 
MOONSET TOMORROW 11.41 AM 

Rogue jumbo kills 
one more before 
being stAdued 

Krishnagiri: The district for¬ 
est officials successfully 
tranquilised the much- 
feared rogue elephant, but 
the delay in operation has 
claimed one more life. On 
Monday, relatives recov¬ 
ered the dead body of K. 
Devan who ventured out of 
his house on Sunday night 
despite a warning by the 
forest staff. ■ P5 

Russia remnded of 
N-arsenai deai 

Washington: The United 
States, which just unveiled a 
new aggressive nuclear 
strategy, has met the limits 
set on its arsenal under the 
New START Treaty, which 
enters a new phaset on 
Monday, and reminded 
Russia to uphold its commit- 
ments.The strategic arms 
reduction treaty was signed 
by Washington and Moscow 
in 2010, and took effect in 
February 2011.B PIO 
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Now, they are forcing 
people to watch the movie! 


Market report 


GOLD 

SILVER 

INDICES 

EXCHANGE 


24 ct (1 gm): ?3,045.00 
22 ct (1 gm): ?2,896.00 

Bar (1 Kg): ?38,730.00 

Sensex 34,757.16 pts 
Nifty 10,666.55 pts 

US$: ?64.07 Euro: 79.72 


Better to sell pakodas than to beg, says B JP prez 


. I * - . SC stays Madras HC 

Amit Sh8h tGBrS into Cong ban on sand mining 

in Parliament debut speech 


DC CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI, FEB. 5 

The BJP and the 
Congress locked horns in 
Rajya Sabha on Monday 
while participating in a 
Motion of Thanks on the 
President’s address to the 
joint sitting of 
Parliament. 

Making his maiden 
speech, Amit Shah, BJP 
president and now a mem¬ 
ber of the Upper House, 
ripped into the Congress 
for its criticism of the gov¬ 
ernment’s economic poli¬ 
cies, especially former 
finance minister P. 
Chidambaram’s contemp¬ 
tuous dismissal of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
recent claim that even sell¬ 
ing pakodas is an instance 
of job-creation. 

“Chidambaram com¬ 
pared pakoda-selling with 
begging. Those selling 
pakodas are self-employed. 
Can you compare them 
with beggars? It is better 
for a youth to earn living 
selling pakodas instead of 
being unemployed. 

Making pakodas is not 
shameful, what is shame¬ 
ful is comparing such a 
person with a beggar,” Mr 
Shah said, pointing out 
that a “chaiwala’s (tea-sell¬ 
er’s) son has become the 
Prime Minister today.” 

Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi was pre- 

School HM stabbed 
by student in 



BJP President Amit Shah speaks in the Rajya Sabha in New Delhi on Monday. 


PT!/TV grab 


sent in Pajya Sabha and 
sat next to Mr Shah as the 
BJP chief, initiating the 
discussion, spoke for over 
an hour, and told 
Opposition MPs who inter¬ 
rupted him, “Well, you 
will have to listen to me 
for the next six years.” 

Last month the PM had 
said that his government 
had emphasised self- 
employment and job cre¬ 
ation, for which loans had 
been disbursed, and that 
selling pakodas, too, is a 
job. To this, Mr 
Chidambaram had said: 
“By that logic, even beg¬ 
ging is a job. Let’s count 
poor or disabled persons 
who are forced to beg for a 
living as ‘employed’ peo¬ 
ple.” ■ P7 


Karnataka CM hits 
back at PM Modi 


Bengaluru, Feb. 5: 
Hitting back at Narendra 
Modi forhis all-out attack 
on his Congress govern¬ 
ment, Karnataka Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah 
on Monday accused him of 
telling a “tissue of lies” 
and said he was “morally 
not fit” to be prime minis¬ 
ter?” 

“He did not speak as 
prime minister. He has 
uttered a tissue of lies and 
made baseless and irre¬ 
sponsible allegations,” 


Siddaramaiah said in an 
angry rebuttal to a litany 
of charges by Modi at a 
BJP rally here on 
Monday. 

He said the “countdown 
has begun for Narendra 
Modi,” citing the results 
of Rajasthan by-polls in 
which the ruling BJP 
faced an embarrassing 
defeat at the hands of the 
Congress which won two 
Lok Sabha seats and one 
assembly segment. — PTI 

m P7 


Pak’s heavy guns escalate 
critical condition explosIvc bordcr situation 



K.SENTHILNATHANIDC 

VELLORE, FEB. 5 

In a shocking incident, the 
headmas¬ 
ter of a gov- 
ernment- 
assisted 
higher sec- 
0 n d a r y 
school in Babu 

Tirupattur 

in Vellore district is bat¬ 
tling for his life after one of 
a five-member group of 
students, angered by his 
strong chiding, stabbed 
him with a knife on 
Monday. 

Police said the headmas¬ 
ter Mr Babu of 
Ramakrishnan Higher 
Secondary school has been 
coming down on the plus-1 
class students in particu¬ 
lar in the past one week, in 
a bid to motivate them to 
prepare for the coming 
exams seriously. ■ P6 


SANJIB KR BARUAH | DC 

NEW DELHI, FEB. 5 

With an obvious eye on 
scaling up the already- 
explosive border situa¬ 
tion, Pakistan has started 
using heavier guns, 
including 120mm guns, 
whose indirect fire and 
parabolic trajectory caus¬ 
es the maximum damage. 

Sunday’s shelling with 
such guns at Bhimber Gali 
in Rajouri hit a post of a 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Light Infantry (JKLI) unit 
that was manning a crew- 
served weapon, killing 
four Indian 

soldiers, including a 22- 
year-old Army captain. 
On Monday, the Army 
vice-chief, Lt. Gen. Sarath 
Chand, warned Pakistan: 
“We will continue with 
our process of giving a 
befitting reply ... (Our) 


action will speak for 
itself’. 

Pakistan’s resorting to 
heavy-calibre guns, in 
place of LMGs and small¬ 
er weapons, usually 
draws an equal response 
from the Indian side, 
which is forced to use 
equal calibre guns in a tit- 
for-tat response. 

A crew-served weapon 
is one that is manned by 
more than one person, 
like an LMG, where one 
person keeps on pulling 
the trigger while another 
keeps on feeding the 
ammunition rounds. 

JKLI soldiers are drawn 
from among locals in 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
just a little over half of its 
fighting men are 
Muslims, while the other 
half comprises Hindus, 
Sikhs and Ladakhi 
Buddhists. 


Will give befitting 
reply to death of 4 in 
shelling: Indian Aimy 

New Delhi, Feb. 5: The Army 
on Monday clearly indicated it 
would take retaliatory action 
against the killing of four army 
men in heavy shelling by 
Pakistani forces along the LoC in 
the Rajouri district of Jammu 
and Kashmir, saying that its 
action would speak for itself. 

Vice chief Lt Gen Sarath Chand 
said the Army has been respond¬ 
ing appropriately to Pakistan 
shelling, asserting thatindia wUl 
continue to give a “befitting 
reply” to such acts.“ That (retali¬ 
ation) goes without saying, I 
think I don’t have to say that. 
(Our) action will speak for itself,” 
he said when asked about the 
killmg of a Captain and three 
other Army men in the Rajouri 
sector. —PTI 


J. VENKATESAN | DC 

NEW DELHI, FEB. 5 

The Supreme Court on 
Monday stayed an order of 
the Madras high court 
directing stoppage of all sand 
quarrying activities in the 
state within six months and 
restraining the government 
from opening any new quar¬ 
ries. 

A Bench of Justices Madan 
B. Lokur and Deepak Gupta 
stayed the high court order 
on a special leave petition 
filed by Tamil Nadu chal¬ 
lenging the order. Senior 
counsel Mukul Rohatgi and 
counsel Yogesh Khanna 
appearing for the state sub¬ 
mitted that the high court 
ought not to have passed the 
order without ascertaining 
the demand and supply posi¬ 
tion of sand in the state. 

The high court had direct¬ 
ed the State Government to 
periodically close all the 
quarries of granites and 
other minerals except that of 
“jelly” in order to maintain 
ecological balance. It also 
asked the state to establish 

SUNGING MATCH 
IN JUDGE LOYA 
DEATH CASE 

J. VENKATESAN | DC 

NEW DELHI, FEB. 5 

Heating exchanges among 
senior advocates Dushyant 
Dave, Pallav Sisodia and 
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud 
marred the day’s proceed¬ 
ings in the Supreme Court 
hearing the petitions seek¬ 
ing a SIT probe into the 
death of Judge H.B. Loya. 

Even as Mr. Dave object¬ 
ed to Mr. Sisodia’s submis¬ 
sions, Justice 

Chandrachud intervened 
and told Mr. Dave “Let us 
not reduce the dialogue in 
this court to the level of fish 
market; at least not before 
the two legend portraits (in 
the court hall) of the first 
CJI H.L. Kania and his suc¬ 
cessor B.K. Mukherhjea. 
You should not shout down 
the judge. You have to lis¬ 
ten to me Mr. Dave.” No, I 
will not. Your Lordships 
should have stopped them 
from appearing in this 
court. You will have to 
answer your conscience”, 
Mr. Dave retorted. “Don’t 
teach us about out con¬ 
science” Justice 

Chandrachud quipped. 

The hearing before the 
Bench headed by the CJI 
Dipak Misra commenced 
with senior counsels V. Giri 
appearing for 

petitioner,Tehseen 
Poonawalla. 



permanent check-posts with¬ 
in the state with the officers 
equipped sufficiently to curb 
and prevent the illegal min¬ 
ing and transportation of 
sand; the check post officers 
shaU maintain the record of 
aU the vehicles crossing by; 
the state shall also fix cam¬ 
era at the check posts and 
connect the same with a com¬ 
mon server to ensure that 
illegal mining and trans¬ 
portation is curbed. 

The state said the petition 
arose from a dispute raised 
by an importer of sand who 
was not permitted to trans¬ 
port imported silica sand. 
The importer had imported 
the sand against the state’s 
law and regulations regard¬ 
ing the storage and trans¬ 
portation of imported sand 
within the state of Tamil 


Nadu and the court passed 
directions. 

The SLP said the stoppage 
of sand quarrying in would 
have a disastrous effect in as 
much as all the construction 
activities in the state will 
come to a complete standstill 
because of the absence of 
sand, which is a basic raw 
material. The high court has 
faUed to appreciate that the 
river sand imported from 
other countries is costlier. 
The supply of river sand 
would considerably get 
reduced, as it would depend 
on the handling capacity of 
the port to stock and evacu¬ 
ate the river sand. 

The four major ports in the 
state, namely Ennore, 
Kattupalli, Chennai and 
Tuticorin put together can 
only stock and evacuate 
about 2,000 truck loads on a 
daily basis whereas the 
requirement of the Chennai 
city alone is about 5,000 truck 
loads on a daily basis. The 
high court ought not to have 
passed these directions with¬ 
out ascertaining the demand 
and supply of sand. ■ P4 


Churidar on idol 
sparks row in TN 


DC CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI, FEB. 5 

Though there are numerous 
alankarams for Goddess, 
which all bring out the divin¬ 
ity and evoke a sense of spon¬ 
taneous veneration and 
appreciation among devo¬ 
tees, the one alankaram (dec¬ 
oration) that had shocked 
devotees is depicting 
Goddess Abhayambikai of 
the renowned Sri Mayuran- 
athaswamy temple in 
MayUaduthurai in Nagapat- 
tinam district in the state, in 
‘churidar.’ 

Devotees who visited the 
temple for darshan of the 
Goddess who is also by 
numerous names: Abhayap- 
radhambikai, Abhay¬ 
ambikai, Anjalanayaki and 
Anjalai, on the auspicious 
‘Thai’ Friday found to their 
disbelief that She was deco¬ 
rated in a churidar. 

The temple priests 
Kalyanasundaram gurukal 
and his son Raja gurukal 
who had portrayed the god¬ 


dess which did not appear to 
be traditional, had evoked 
the ire of the devotees. They 
had even taken photos of the 
goddess and uploaded them 
on WhatsApp, it was said. 

The furious devotees com¬ 
plained to the temple admin¬ 
istration and following 
enquiry Aadheenam 

Ambalavana Pandara 
Sannidhi removed the two 
priests from service. 

The presiding deity of the 
temple is a Suyambhu 
Lingam and is known as 
Mayuranathar as He was 
worshipped by His Consort 
Goddess Parvathy at that 
place in the form of Mayura 
(peahen). This ancient tem¬ 
ple is among the six shrines 
on Cauvery river bank 
which are regarded equiva¬ 
lent to Kasi. 

On the new moon falling in 
the Tamil month of Aippasi 
(November-December), the 
Hindus take a ceremonial 
bath in the temple tank as it 
is believed that this would 
cleanse them from the sins. 


CUP OF JOY 


India concerned over Emergency in Maldives 


DC CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI, FEB. 5 

Following the declaration 
of an emergency by belea¬ 
guered Maldivian 

President Abdulla Yameen 
following his refusal to 
comply with a Supreme 
Court order there to release 
political prisoners, India 
said late on Monday 
evening that “the prevail¬ 
ing political developments 
in Maldives and the resul¬ 
tant law and order situa¬ 
tion is a matter of concern” 


and promptly issued a trav¬ 
el advisory for all Indian 
nationals “to defer all non- 
essential travels to Male 
and other atolls until fur¬ 
ther notice”. 

New Delhi also asked 
all Indian nationals there 
“to exercise due caution in 
public and avoid public 
gatherings” and alerted 
them on the “need for 
heightened security aware¬ 
ness”. 

Government sources said 
New Delhi was “monitor¬ 
ing the situation closely”. 


• Maldives President Abdulla Yameen has 
declared a state of emer¬ 
gency in the country for 15 
days 

• The President has refused 
to comply with a court order 
to release political prisoners, 
despite growing international 
pressure and concern 



The Maldives, with its 
exotic beaches, is a popular 
tourist destination for 
tourists globally including 
Indian tourists. 

In a late-evening reaction. 


the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) said, “The 
prevailing political devel¬ 
opments in Maldives and 
the resultant law and order 
situation is a matter of con¬ 


cern for the Government of 
India. Indian nationals are, 
therefore, advised to defer 
all non-essential travels to 
Male and other atolls until 
further notice. Indian 
expatriates in Maldives are 
also alerted to the need 
for heightened security 
awareness, and urged to 
exercise due caution in 
public and avoid public 
gatherings.” 

Just last week, in a clear 
political message to tiny 
maritime neighbour the 
Maldives, India on Friday 


had said that the Maldivian 
Government must “respect 
and abide” by Thursday 
night’s order of 
the Supreme Court of 
Maldives on “release of all 
political prisoners” there. 
New Delhi had said this 
should be done in the “spir¬ 
it of democracy and rule of 
law”. 

New Delhi also made it 
clear that the safety of 
Indian nationals in the 
Maldives should be 
ensured, adding that it was 
monitoring the situation. 



India U-19 skipper Prithvi Shaw poses with the U-19 
World Cup during the reception organised by the BCCI in 
Mumbai on Monday. _ — DC 












































BJP national secretary H. Raja on Monday 
demanded a CBI probe of the Madurai 
Meenakshi Temple fire 
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/ Tamil Nadu will 
j face general 
elections anytime 

—TTV Dhinakaran 
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KIRAN REDDY 
ALTHURUI DC 

TIRUPATI, FEB. 5 

A paramedic student 
from Vellore in Tamil 
Nadu will miss his final 
exams slated for the end 
of this month as he has 
landed in police custody 
for alleged involvement in 
red Sanders smuggling 
near here. S.Ajith Kumar 
(22), doing second year 
optometry at the 
Tiruvannamalai govern¬ 
ment medical college, was 
caught driving a Qualis 
SUV with six logs of red 
Sanders at nearby 
Karakambadi road late 
Sunday night, police said. 

A source in the special 
task force handling the 
scourge of red sanders 
smuggling in the 
Chittoor-Tirupati forests 
said one more man was 
nabbed along with Ajith 
Kumar and they offered 
no resistance when 
caught. 

They said a smuggling 
kingpin named Prabhu 
had approached Ajith 
Kumar through a com¬ 
mon friend and took him 
as an ‘acting driver’. Ajith 
had been working as a 
part-time driver to sup- 

CHENNAI TO 
BID ADIEU TO 
FOGGY DAYS 

Chennai: Chennai and 
parts of Tamil Nadu may 
get mild showers over 
next the 48 hours. 
From Wednesday, dipping 
minimum temperature 
will become normal and 
the incidence of fog will 
also reduce in TN, the 
weather office sources 
said on Monday. 

“Rain is likely to occur 
at many places over South 
Tamil Nadu and at a few 
places over North Tamil 
Nadu and Puducherry for 
the next two days. The 
sky condition is likely to 
be partly cloudy. Maximu- 
m and minimum tempera¬ 
ture is likely to be around 
31 and 22 degree Celsius”, 
the weather office said in 
its bulletin. 

“Last month there were 
frost warning for parts of 
Nilgiris and other high 
altitude areas along West¬ 
ern Ghats, but now the 
night temperatures are 
becoming normal and by 
February end, we are hop¬ 
ing for relief and the gra¬ 
sslands have already dri¬ 
ed due to severe frost” sa¬ 
id a forest ranger serving 
in the Niligiris north divi¬ 
sion. Meanwhile for the 
month of January, west¬ 
ern and coastal Tamil 
Nadue recorded large 
deficiency in rainfall. 
Kanyakumari, Tiruneveli 
and Nilgiris received 
little rain leaving the 
districts dry, the weather 
office sources said. 

—DC 


DISTRIBUTION FROM JAVA’S BIRTH ANNIV 


23,000 in city apply for 
two-wheeler subsidy 

• Working women 
will receive a 
maximum 50 per cent 
or ^5,000 as 
government subsidy 


■ Scattered showers 
forecast across the state 

Under the influence of a 
weak low pressure area, 
light scattered showers are 
expected across TN, over 
the next couple of days. 
Numerical weather models 
indicate considerable 
weakening of the sub 
continental ridge, along 
with a change in wind 
directions allowing 
maritime moisture into the 
peninsula. Precipitation 
coverage is expected to 
increase over Wednesday 
with interiors holding 
higher chances. Cloudy 
weather conditions will 
persist along with 
seasonal average 
daytime/nighttime 
temperature through this 
week. 

■ Chennai -Clear day 
becoming cloudier. High of 
about 29 degrees and a 
low of about 25 degrees. 

■ Madurai -Scattered 
thunderstorms with a high 
of about 32 degrees and a 
low of about 24 degrees. 

■ Coimbatore - Late 
evening mild to moderate 
showers expected over the 
industrial city. High of about 
32 degrees and a low of 
about 22 degrees. 

■ Tiruchy - Mostly cloudy 
with light showers along 
with a high of about 32 
degrees. 

■ Vellore - Showers 
developing towards the 
noon with a high of about 
30 degrees. 
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24 HRS. HIGHLIGHTS 

Uthagamandalam 
continues to remain 
coldest at 7.6 Cl 


Vellore student smuggles Drunk man tries to smoke on flight, detained 

red Sanders to pay debts 


Arrested 22-year-old paramedic student can’t write exams 


A 



DC CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI, FEB. 5 

With deadline for submitting 
‘Amma two-wheeler’ scheme 
applications closing on Mond¬ 
ay, regional transport offices 
and Chennai Corporation zo¬ 
nal offices witnessed a long 
queue on the last day. 

According to a Chennai 
Corporation data, as many as 
16,773 women have submitted 
their application forms to the 
zonal offices. 

Under the scheme, working 
women would receive a maxi¬ 
mum 50 per cent or ^25,000 as 
government subsidy to buy 
two-wheelers of their wish. 
Right from the announcement 
of the scheme, women across 
the state were seen thronging 
regional transport offices to 
get their learner licences 
(LLR), which is a mandatory 
document for getting the sub¬ 
sidy. 

However, they have to submit 
their driving licenses while 
availing the monetary benefit. 

It is to be noted that the 
Greater Chennai Corporation 
had received only 6,187 



port the family as his 
father passed away and 
his mother was just a 
homemaker. His younger 
brother worked as a 
mechanic at Vellore. 

On Wednesday, Ajith got 
an assignment from 
Prabhu to drop some peo¬ 
ple near Tirupati. He 
completed the task and 
returned to Vellore, when 
Prabhu paid him ^20,000 
just for that single trip. 
“At that time, I was not 
aware I was being drafted 
into the red sanders 
smuggling gang. The 
damage was done before I 
could realise the serious¬ 
ness of the episode. Being 
in debt, I just thought that 


DC SPECIAL 


I could use the money 
earned to clear all my 
dues”, Ajith told Deccan 
Chronicle while being 
taken to the office of the 
red sanders task force at 
Kapila Theertham here. 

“I paid that ^20,000 to a 
friend who had helped me 
with funds to pursue the 
optometry course after I 
got the seat. I still have 
another ^30,000 in debt. I 
was one of the 75 students 
selected in one of the 
three government med¬ 
ical colleges in Tamil 
Nadu, so you can see I 
was a very serious stu¬ 
dent. But now I am shat¬ 
tered, uncertain about my 
future as my final exams 


No Way Out 


It would now take Ajith 
at least 60 days to 
come out on bail as 
the anti-smuggling 
laws are pretty 
stringent, the courts 
are firm and the task 
force cops are tough. 

By the time the 
'seasoned' lawyers 
work out the bail, the 
lad's final exams would 
be over. 

are due end of this 
month”, he said fighting 
back tears. 

After the easy money 
earned on his maiden 
drive, Ajith got a call 
again from ‘friend’ 
Prabhu on Sunday asking 
him to bring back the 
men he had dropped in 
Tirupati. After reaching 
Renigunta, he was told 
about the red sanders 
load to be collected. The 
Andhra Pradesh anti-red 
sanders smuggling task 
force police nabbed Ajith 
just after he completed 
loading the wood into the 
vehicle, while the smug¬ 
gling kingpins fled on a 
motorcycle. 


MTC daily pass scheme 
likely to be scrapped 


K. V. NAVYA I DC 

CHENNAI, FEB. 5 

In another serious jolt to 
bus passengers, who are 
fuming over the recent 
hike in bus fare, the top 
brass of the state trans¬ 
port department are now 
holding talks to perman¬ 
ently scrap the daily bus 
pass scheme of the Me¬ 
tropolitan Transporta¬ 
tion Corporation (MTC), 
under which a passen¬ 
gers can travel unlimited 
number of times in a day 
(except AC and night) by 
paying ^50. 

“The move to scrap the 
daily bus passes was in 
the pipeline for over a 
year now. Increasing 
number of fraudulent 
practices while issuing 
the bus passes that 
resulted in huge income 
deficit coupled with the 
recent increase in bus 
fares has led to the 
move.” 

He further added that 
there were incidences 
when the staff sold fake 
bus passes and siphoned 
off the fees paid by pas¬ 
sengers. “At times a pas¬ 
senger would sell his 
daily pass to another per¬ 
son for half the price and 
no action could be taken 
as we had no proof.” 

Another official on con- 


MTC offers concessions 
under different categories 


m Travel As You P lease Ticket (TAY PT) ^ 

□ Monthly Season Ticket (MST) 

□ Students Concession Ticket (SCT) 

□ Differently Abled and Others 


The passes can be bought at any of the 
34 depots across the city. Through the 
sale of the passes, each depot earns 
neariy ?60 lakh 


dition of anonymity 
said, “The maximum 
fare for MTC now stands 
at ^22 and if we issue 
tickets for ^50, it would 
only result in more losses 
to the department. So, we 
can either “exorbitantly” 
increase the daily pass 
fare or scrap it, most offi¬ 
cials considered the lat¬ 
ter.” 

The average monthly 
usage of the daily bus 
pass is about 11.5 lakh. 
The scheme was “tem¬ 
porarily” stopped after 
the fare hike on January 
20. The public has been 
urging the department to 
re-introduce the facility, 
ever since. 


“It was particularly 
beneficial for those living 
in areas with low bus fre¬ 
quency as passengers get 
more choice with respect 
to the transit points. 
Also, there is no need to 
skip deluxe buses 
because of the higher 
fare for long distance 
travel,” said M. 
Sivakumar, a regular 
commuter. 

MTC sources said the 
State Transport Minister, 
M.R. Vijayabhaskar 
would make an official 
announcement on 

Tuesday regarding the 
revision of prices of 
weekly and monthly 
passes. 


applications till February 2. 
However, on the last day, the 
number witnessed a steep rise. 
A total of 22,960 women have 
applied for Amma two-wheel- 
ers till Monday. Among the 15 
zones in Chennai, Tondiarpet 
received the highest number of 
applications. 3,317 women in 
the zone have applied, whereas 
Manali received least number 
(416) of applications. 

Government sources said 
that the applications received 
would be scrutinized from 
February 6. 

“After the completion of due 
processes, the distribution of 
subsidies will commence 
on February 24, former CM 
Jayalalitha’s birth anniver- 
swary” the source added. 

It is also learnt that the 
government would distribute 
subsidies to 1 lakh beneficiar¬ 
ies on the first phase. 



DC CORRESPONDENT 
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An air passenger from 
Tamil Nadu who created a 
ruckus mid-air on board 
an international flight 
was detained by the air¬ 
port police on his arrival 
at Chennai airport. 

Ramesh (46) had dema¬ 
nded that he be allowed to 
smoke a cigarette aboard a 
flight and picked up an 
argument with the cabin 
crew and fellow passen¬ 
gers, police sources said. 

Ramesh, from Tiruvan¬ 
namalai district, was 
working as a driver in 
Qatar for the last two 
years and was returning 
home on a two-month 
vacation. He had started 


• The driver from 
Tiruvannamalai was 
coming home from 
Qatar on vacation 

from Doha on 
Sunday evening and was 
to reach the city by night. 

However, on board the 
flight he had one too many 
drinks offered by the air¬ 
lines and later placed a 
cigarette in his mouth and 
demanded the cabin crew 
to offer him a lighter. 

“When the cabin crew 
attempted to pacify the 
passenger explaining 
security concerns, he had 
none of it and created a 
ruckus aboard the flight,” 
an airport source said. 
The pilot was alerted, who 


in turn passed on the mes¬ 
sage to the air traffic con¬ 
trol in Chennai airport. 
Upon the flight’s arrival at 
the City airport around 11 
pm, the passenger was 
escorted by airport securi¬ 
ty and handed over to the 
airport police. 

Since he was in an ine¬ 
briated condition, police 
detained him and interro¬ 
gated him after a few 
hours. Police sources said 
that the passenger regret¬ 
ted his actions and apolo¬ 
gized for his behaviour. 

Since the airlines man¬ 
agement too did not choo¬ 
se to file a written com¬ 
plaint, Ramesh was let off 
with a severe warning on 
Monday morning, police 
said. 


Kids enjoy a game of volleyball in Marina beach on Monday. 


-DC 


Recruitments made by 
ex-VCs to be probed 

Distance education 
director goes on leave 


A.RAGU RAMAN |DC 

CHENNAI, FEB.5: 

Following the arrest of 
Bharathiar University 
Vice-Chancellor A. Gana- 
pathy caught red-handed 
while accepting bribe on 
Saturday, the state govern¬ 
ment plans to launch a 
detailed probe into all 
recruitments made in the 
tenures of two previous 
vice-chancellors of the uni¬ 
versity. 

Reacting to the arrest of 
Ganapathy some educati¬ 
onists alleged that the pre¬ 
vious two vice-chancellors 
of Bharathiar University, 
C. Swaminathan and G. Ja¬ 
mes Pitchai were more co¬ 
rrupt than Mr Ganapathy. 

“We are looking into all 
appointments made by pa¬ 
st three vice-chancellors of 
Bharathiar University. Th- 
e two previous vice-chance¬ 
llors Swaminathan and Ja¬ 
mes Pitchai are already un¬ 
der the scanner of DVAC,” 
a government source said. 

“A prima facie case is 
made out against Swamin¬ 
athan and Ganapathy. 
DVAC is conducting a deta¬ 
iled enquiry against 
them,” he said. 

The Directorate of Vigila¬ 
nce and Anti-Corruption 
has registered a case again¬ 
st Swaminathan on comp¬ 
laints that he overlooked 
many eligible candidates 
for appointment and irreg¬ 
ularities in managing fun¬ 
ds for distance education. 

“Swaminathan was the 
least qualified among the 
VC candidates when he 
was appointed as the VC of 
Bharathiar University. He 
was appointed mainly 
because of political influ¬ 
ence,” said N. Pasupathy 
vice-president. Association 
of University Teachers. 

“From buying furniture 
to awarding distance edu¬ 
cation centres, there was 
huge corruption took place 
during his tenure. There 
were also allegations that 
certificates were fabricated 
to recruit unqualified can¬ 
didates,” he added. 

Mr Swaminathan com¬ 
pleted his three-year term 
as the vice-chancellor of 
Bharathiar University in 
August 2012. 

When the professors lear¬ 
nt that their name was also 
considered for the post of 
vice-chancellor of Periyar 
University they sent hun¬ 
dreds of telegrams to both 
the Governor’s office and 
higher education depart- 
ment.“They ignored our 
telegrams and he got the 
second chance as vice-cha¬ 
ncellor of Periyar Unive¬ 
rsity where he continued 
irregularities in appoint¬ 
ments and corruption,” 
Mr.Pasupathy alleged. 

Swaminathan’s successor 
James Pitchai is also fac¬ 
ing serious allegations as 
DVAC found ^11.25 crore 
worth disproportionate as¬ 
sets from him. It has regis¬ 
tered a case against James 
Pitchai. An audit report of 
the university also has 
accused him of misappro¬ 
priation of funds to the 
tune oft 5 crore. 


ANANTH 

MATHIVANAN | DC 

COIMBATORE, FEB. 5 

The distance education 
director, Mr. Mathivanan 
of the Bharathiar Univer¬ 
sity (BU) in Coimbatore 
who allegedly acted as 
the middleman for the 
vice chancellor (VC), fail¬ 
ed to turn up duty on Mo¬ 
nday and sought two days 
leave after he was called 
for an enquiry by DVAC 
sleuths regarding the 
graft case against the VC. 

A source said, the DVAC 
sleuths enquired around 
25 staff including dis¬ 
tance education officer, 
the VC's office assistant 
and varsity staffs sus¬ 
pecting the director of 
distance education to be 
involved in corruption 
along with the VC, Prof A 
Ganapathy, in opening 
distance education cen¬ 
tres across states and 
abroad. 

“Just enquiring a few 
persons from the con¬ 
cerned department, the 
sleuths have collected 


vital information about 
the director Mathivanan 
on allegedly joining 
hands with VC,” the 
source said. 

As there is no registrar 
for BU, the registrar-in¬ 
charge Vanitha conduct¬ 
ed a syndicate meeting 
on Monday to discuss 
about the further func¬ 
tioning of the Bharath- 
iyar University, following 
the arrest of the VC. 

Out of 12 Syndicate 
members, seven did not 
take part in the meeting 
and the foundation day 
celebrations, which was 
supposed to be held at BU 
on Monday was postpon¬ 
ed. 

It is under these cir¬ 
cumstances Mr. Mathi¬ 
vanan has sought leave. 

A police source said, the 
DVAC sleuths have called 
distance education direc¬ 
tor Mathivanan to appear 
for an enquiry. 

“If he fails to come, he 
will be summoned; we 
suspect he is moving 
court for anticipatory 
bail,” added the official. 


84 candidates okayed 
by Ganapathy in spot 


DC CORRESPONDENT 

COIMBATORE, FEB. 5 

Sleuths of the DVAC also 
suspect the Bharathiyar 
University (BU) vice-chan¬ 
cellor (VC), Prof Ganapat¬ 
hy had allegedly made 62 
appointments on receiv¬ 
ing huge cash and they 
plan to enquire the 62 can¬ 
didates out of 84 in the 
first phase. 

Members of the BU 
teaching staffs association 
also urged to look into the 
entire appointments, 
apart from teaching 
recruitment made by the 
VC, including promotions 
of assistant professors, 
transfers, and appointing 
syndicate members. They 
have also demanded an 
enquiry commission to 
probe the case led by a 
High Court judge and to 
cancel the appointments 
made by the VC Prof. Gan¬ 
apathy until the entire 
investigations got over. 

Apart from the VC the 


DVAC sleuths have also 
lodged complaint against 
three including Ms Swar- 
nalatha, the wife of the 
VC, under IPC section 201, 
who allegedly attempted 
to destroy evidence dur¬ 
ing the DVAC raid at their 
home by allegedly dump¬ 
ing 28 chemically- treated 
currency notes in a toilet 
and allegedly hiding 22 in 
her inner garments. 

The BU distance educa¬ 
tion director Mathivanan 
and Professor Dharmaraj, 
department of Chemistry 
were included for aiding 
the VC, sources said. 

Prof Ganapathy and 
Prof Dharamaraj were 
grilled for ten hours, and 
then lodged in the Coim¬ 
batore Central prison. The 
DVAC sleuths are involved 
in preparing a detailed list 
of candidates who were 
recruited by the VC 
Ganapathy within the last 
two years including the 
SC and ST quota appoint¬ 
ments made by him. 


^ SWAMINATHAN WAS THE 
^ LEAST QUALIFIED AMONG 
THE CANDIDATES WHEN HE 
WAS APPOINTED AS THE VC OF 
BHARATHIAR UNIVERSITY. 

— N. PASUPATHY, 
VICE-PRESIDENT, ASSOCIATION OF 
UNIVERSITY TEACHERS 


Encroachments removed, but traffic woes continue 


DC CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI, FEB. 5 

Residents of MGR Nagar 
are plagued by traffic sna¬ 
rls despite the recent 
encroachment removal 
drive conducted this 
weekend. 

They rue that workmen 
have removed only 70 per 


cent of the makeshift enc¬ 
roachments and paid no 
heed to the permanent st¬ 
ructures blocking the 
road. 

“A 14-member team 
including advocates and 
activists complained to 
the corporation about the 
encroachments, mainly 
by the unlicensed street 


vendors using ‘Namma 
Chennai’ mobile app, 
following which the drive 
was conducted,” said V. 
Gopalakrishan, a resi¬ 
dent. 

He further added that 
vendors have encroached 
over 15 feet of the market 
road at KK Salai. 

“Though they were 


evicted on Friday, they 
returned by Saturday 
evening and the traffic 
woes between Pulidevan 
Street and Thiruvalluvar 
Street in KK Nagar 
remain the same.” 

Also, residents alleged 
that only makeshift shops 
have been removed and 
nothing is done to perma¬ 


nent cement structures. 
“There are about 8 
buildings blocking the 
stormwater drains and 
the corporation officials 
have only demolished the 
footpaths for name sake. 
This attitude would 
encourage other street 
vendors to built perma¬ 
nent structures,” rued 


one of the residents. 

Chennai corporation in 
association with the city 
police on Friday, last has 
launched a drive to 
remove encroachments at 
NSC Bose Road, Pulla 
Avenue in Shenoy Nagar 
and MGR Nagar to make 
space on the platform for 
pedestrians. 














































DMK working president MK Stalin said that 
corrupt persons would be sent to prison 
once DMK comes back to power 
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PM Modi has 
implemented 
GST that 
Congress failed in 
its tenure 

— Tamilisai Soundararajan 
BJP leader 



SHORT TAKES 


Cop suspended for 
taking bribe from I 
truck drivers * 

Chennai: A police consta¬ 
ble has been placed under 
suspension after a video 
of him collecting bribe 
amount from truck drivers 
passing through a traffic 
signal near Island grounds 
went viral in social net¬ 
working site. 

The suspended police¬ 
man, Sathyanarayana is 
attached to the law and 
order wing of the Flower 
Bazaar police station. 

A video of him collecting 
bribe amount from truck 
drivers lined up on 
Muthusamy awaiting their 
entry into the Chennai 
port went viral on Sunday. 
Police sources said that 
the video was shot on 
Thursday night. 
According to police 
sources, it is a common 
practice for policemen to 
collect ^20 from each 
truck drivers to use the 
city roads. 
Sathyanarayana happened 
to be the unlucky police¬ 
man who was caught on 
camera doing the same. 

The video went viral in 
WhatsApp, Facebook and 
other social media and 
was brought to the atten¬ 
tion of the top echelons 
of the City police. 

After learning of the 
video, city police commis¬ 
sioner AK Viswanathan 
placed the head constable 
under suspension, a top 
police officer said. 


■Cops deny violating any provisions of NHRC 

state to compensate van 
driver for custodial torture 


A. ARUL PALANI | DC 

CHENNAI, FEB. 5 

State Human Rights Com¬ 
mission has directed the 
state government to pay a 
compensation of ^ 75,000 
to a van driver, a victim of 
custodial torture. 

Three police personnel 
including a woman SI 
had tortured the driver 
after a girl eloped with 
her lover in Sivagangai 
district nine years ago. 

In the petition, driver, 
A. Velmurugan of Satha- 
rasankottai, Sivagangai 
district, submitted that 
K. Rasiya of Tiruvallur 
district and S. Murugan 
of Ilayangudi were in 
love for two years. 

They ran away from the 
village and got married. 
Murugan contacted Vel¬ 
murugan and informed 
him that he was staying 
along with Rasiya in 


•Velmurugan was 
forced to stay 
half-naked, 
assaulted 
continuosuly, 
despite revealing 
information about 
the duo who had 
run away and got 
married 

Tirupur. 

On April 17, 2009, he 
was taken to Ilayangudi 
police station, for 
inquiry. The police 
attacked him repeatedly. 
After forcing him to 
remain half naked sub 
inspector Geethalakshmi 
attacked him on his but¬ 
tocks with palmyra tree 
plank. Even after inform¬ 
ing them about where¬ 
abouts of Murugan, they 
continued to attack him. 


On learning about 
Velmurugan being admit¬ 
ted to government hospi¬ 
tal, the cops rushed to 
hospital and threatened 
to discharge him from the 
hospital. Next day, he was 
admitted to Government 
General Hospital, Sivag¬ 
angai. As complaints sent 
to senior police officers 
evoked no response, Vel¬ 
murugan filed the peti¬ 
tion seeking action agai¬ 
nst trio. 

In its reply, the police 
personnel denied the alle¬ 
gations. Velmurugan was 
questioned in connection 
with missing of Rasiya. 
As he was facing arrest in 
the case, he filed this 
false complaint against 
them. They said they had 
not violated any provisi¬ 
ons of NHRC and sought 
to dismiss the complaint. 

On completion of trial, 
SHRC member D. Jayac- 


handran said the duty 
doctor had confirmed 
that Velmurugan was as¬ 
saulted by two male and a 
woman police personnel. 

On April 21, 2009, 
Rasiya and Murugan 
appeared before the judi¬ 
cial magistrate, Ilaya¬ 
ngudi. 

The member held that 
police personnel had tor¬ 
tured Velmurugan. This 
was a gruesome act and a 
worst example of cruelty 
and lawlessness amount¬ 
ing to violation of right 
to life of the victim. 

The member said since 
the victim suffered the 
humiliation at the hands 
of the police, which 
amounts to violation of 
his right, personal, liber¬ 
ty and dignity, he is enti¬ 
tled to get compensation 
of ^75,000. State shall 
recover ^25,000 each from 
the police. 


SELFIE (DSTS 
NRI HIS UFE 

Thanjavur: Taking a 
selfie has tragically 
cost the life of an NRI 
from the US at 
Anaikarai near Kumba- 
konam in Thanjavur 
district on Sunday. 

Naveen (31), son of 
Venkatesan of Anna 
Nagar in Chennai had 
come to Anaikarai alo¬ 
ng with his brother Pra- 
veen and their parents 
on Saturday to offer wo¬ 
rship at a temple there. 
Police said Naveen had 
stayed in the tourist 
bungalow for the night. 
The next morning (Sun¬ 
day) he took his three- 
year-old son Aniruddh 
to the bathing ghat. 
When he then tried to 
take a selfie of himself 
and his son by standing 
in the revetment wall, 
he slipped and fell into 
the river. In an instinc¬ 
tive response to save his 
son, Naveen flung his 
child to safety of the 
sands of the bathing 
ghat. On hearing the 
boy’s cries, people near¬ 
by rushed to the spot 
and saved the child. 

—DC 
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FOREIGN CURRENCY 
WORTH ?8 LAKH SEIZED 


DC CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI, FEB. 5 

Customs officials on 
Monday seized foreign 
currency worth ^8 
lakh from two passen¬ 
gers who attempted to 
smuggle them. 

According to officials, 
50,000 Saudi Riyals 
were seized from pas¬ 
sengers Shahul 

Hameed (36) and 
Sikkandar Badhusha 
(43). Both hail from 
Ramanathapuram and 


were bound to 
Colombo by a Spicejet 
flight. They were both 
detained before depar¬ 
ture on suspicion and 
personal search yield¬ 
ed 25,000 Riyals from 
each of them.The cur¬ 
rency valued at ^8 lakh 
in total were in deno¬ 
minations of 500 and 
wrapped with black 
adhesive tape and con¬ 
cealed in their rectum, 
officials said. The cur¬ 
rency was seized und¬ 
er the customs Act. 


Railway tribunals negating 
beneficial legislation? 


Ban loudspeakers in public 
places, says high court 


DC CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI, FEB. 5 

In order to curb the men¬ 
ace of noise pollution in 
public/other places, the 
Madras high court has 
said the use of cone speak¬ 
ers/loudspeakers in public 
places shall be 
banned/restricted in the 
interest of public and 
more particularly, the chil¬ 
dren and aged persons. 
“The state shall instruct 
all authorities to take 
appropriate action against 
users of cone 

speakers/loudspeakers in 
public places and/or in 
religious places in viola¬ 
tion of the provisions of 
the noise pollution (regu¬ 
lation and control) rules, 
2000, and ensure that the 
usage of cone speakers are 
curtailed and the usage of 
any other sound systems 
would be permitted within 
the permitted parame¬ 
ters”, said Justice 
R.Mahadevan. 

Recording the statement 
made by parish priest of 
Infant Jesus shrine. 



R.K.Puram, Tiruchir- 
appalli, agreeing to 
remove the cone speakers 
and also undertaking to 
conduct prayers in a pea¬ 
ceful manner without ca¬ 
using any noise pollution, 
the judge disposed of a 
petition from Ashtalaks- 
hmi Nagar, Ashtalakshmi 
Nagar Extension and 
R.K.Nagar Kudiyiruppor 
Nala Sangam, which sou¬ 
ght a direction to take 
appropriate action against 
the parish priest of Infant 
Jesus shrine, which was 
creating noise pollution by 
using prohibited horn type 
loudspeakers without get¬ 
ting any permission or 
license. 


The awareness cam¬ 
paigns shall be conducted 
about the ill-effects of cone 
speakers/loudspeakers in 
order to curb the menace 
of noise pollution. Any 
violation in complying 
with the provisions of the 
Noise pollution (regula¬ 
tion and control) rules be 
taken note of by the 
authorities concerned and 
action be initiated against 
the persons concerned in 
accordance with law and 
the instruments used for 
such violation be seized 
and confiscated immedi¬ 
ately. 

“Those, who are conduct¬ 
ing the public meetings, 
shall also scrupulously fol¬ 
low the directions issued 
in this order, while using 
the sound system. The 
public secretary shall com¬ 
municate this order to all 
the district collectors, who 
in turn, shall intimate the 
same to all the subordinate 
officers for compliance 
forthwith”, the judge 
added and posted the mat¬ 
ter after three months for 
reporting compliance. 


Three arrested for 
bike-racing in city 


DC CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI, FEB. 5 

Three persons including 
a teenage college stu¬ 
dent were arrested by 
the city police on Sun¬ 
day night for indulging 
in bike racing and over¬ 
speeding on city roads, 
in a manner that endan¬ 
gers the lives of the pub¬ 
lic. 

Of the arrested trio, 
one of them works in a 
sports bike showroom in 
Arumbakkam, police 
said. 

On Sunday night, a te¬ 
am headed by Vepery 
inspector was on vehicle 
check duty at EVR 
Periyar road-Ritherdon 
road junction when they 
intercepted three young¬ 
sters, who were speed¬ 
ing on their motorbikes. 

On interrogation, it 
was found that the trio 
was on their way to an 
illegal drag racing meet 
near the Chennai Port 
Trust. The three of 
them- R Sanjay (24) of 
New Secretariat colony 
in Arumbakkam, A 
Muhammed Thaheem 
(19) of Aminjikarai and 
S Vignesh (21) of Eruk- 
anchery were detained 
for further investiga¬ 
tions. 

Muhammed and Vig¬ 
nesh are college stu- 


•On 

interrogation, it 
has emerged 
the trio were 
on their way to 
an iiiegai drag 
racing meet 
near Chennai 
Port Trust 

dents while Sanjay 
works in a bike show¬ 
room in Arumbakkam, 
police said. All three of 
them were arrested and 
remanded to judicial 
custody. Their motor¬ 
bikes were seized by the 
cops. 

City police officers 
said they have taken a 
tough stance towards 
youngsters over speed¬ 
ing and indulging in a 
bike racing and more 
such arrests are to fol¬ 
low in the coming days. 

In an embarrassment 
to the police, a month 
ago, two videos of 
youngsters on bikes 
dragging metal police 
barricades on city roads 
for several hundred 
meters letting sparks fly 
by went viral in the 
internet. The videos 
posed tough questions 
on enforcement by the 
city police to rein in on 
these bikers. 
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Beautiful 

by choice 



Vicco Turmeric Cream is enriched with healing 
turmeric and soothing sandalwood oil.lt nourishes 
and heals my skin, making it soft,supple and radiant. 


Being a modern woman means you make your own choices, 
I choose beautiful and healthy skin. 




Sanjay 

Pinto 


I t took 19 years, several 
tragic rail accidents and 
a nudge from the Bom¬ 
bay and Delhi High Courts 
for the Railway Accidents 
& Untoward Incidents (Co¬ 
mpensation) Rules, 2016, 
last amended in 1997, to 
double the quantum of 
compensation for death or 
serious amputation, from 
Rs 4 to 8 lakh rupees to the 
dependents or families 
of\or victims. In 1994, an 
amendment was also made 
to the Railways Act, 1989, 
with the insertion of 
Section 124 A, which made 
it obligatory on the part of 
the railway administration 
to cough up compensation, 
whether or not there is 
“any wrongful act, neglect 
or default” on its part. Th¬ 
ere were only 5 exceptions 
to this provision in clauses 
a) to e), such as suicide, 
criminal act, intoxication, 
insanity or natural causes, 
disease or surgical treat¬ 
ment. 

The Supreme Court in 
Jameela Vs Union of India 
had clearly held that when 
the railway administration 
does not prove any of the 
five exceptions to Section 
124A on the cause of death 
warranting compensation, 
the presumption must be 
an accident. Some of these 
exceptions cry out for fur¬ 
ther amendments, for insta¬ 
nce, in the wake of Section 
115 of the Mental Health 
Care Act, 2017, which decr¬ 
iminalised suicide, punish¬ 
able earlier under Section 
309 of the Indian Penal 
Code. 

What is disturbing is that 
beneficial legislation is 
being stymied, if a trend of 
Railway Claims Tribunals 
dismissing applications for 
compensation following 
'untoward incidents’, ignor¬ 
ing settled principles of 


law, is anything to go by. 
There are a slew of cases in 
which these tribunals, acr¬ 
oss the country, have reject¬ 
ed claims on the ground 
that the deceased were not 
‘bonafide passengers’ mere¬ 
ly because the tickets could 
not be found at the scene of 
the accident. In gruesome 
accidents when human 
bodies itself are mutilated 
beyond recognition, isn't 
the probability of a ticket 
getting torn or shredded or 
blown away from the rail¬ 
way track in the breeze 
quite high? 

Dead passengers tell no 
tales. The Madras High 
Court in Sivaprabakaran 
Vs Union of India clearly 
ruled that the “non-produc¬ 
tion of the railway ticket is 
not fatal to the case of the 
claimant.” The Madhya 
Pradesh High Court in 
Union of India Vs Satish 
Patidar had held that “such 
burden of proof is impossi¬ 
ble to be discharged by the 
dependents who can have 
no means of knowledge 
whether the deceased 
before boarding the train 
had purchased the valid 
ticket. It is likely that such 
a deceased passenger has a 
valid ticket but the same 
was lost in the accident. To 
place the onus of proof on 
the dependents would 
amount to denial of the 
benefit of legislation to 
them for reasons beyond 
their control.” 

Only a ‘passenger’, defin¬ 
ed as “a person travelling 
with a valid pass or ticket” 
under Section 2(29) of the 
Railways Act is entitled to 


compensation. And ‘unto¬ 
ward incident’ covered 
under Section 123 (c) 

includes “accidental falling 
of any passenger from a 
train carrying passengers.” 
Tribunals not only over¬ 
look decisions of High 
Courts and the Supreme 
Court on the burden of 
proof of ticketless travel 
being on the railways, but 
also FIRs, Post-Mortem and 
Inquest Reports filed by 
their own authorities. The 
Andhra High Court in 
Union of India Vs K. 
Parvathamma had ruled 
that “the contents of the 
F.I.R and inquest report are 
sufficient to establish that 
the deceased died in an 
untoward incident.” 

In Maurice Lai Vs Union 
of India, the Chennai 
Bench of the Railway 
Claims Tribunal rejected a 
claim by grieving parents 
of a 14-year-old boy who 
accidentally fell from a 
moving suburban train and 
sustained fatal injuries. 
The tribunal opined that 
the ill fated journey of less 
than 2 kilometres between 
Kodambakkam and Nunga- 
mbakkam Railway Stations 
would have been “fleetingly 
brief” for an untoward inci¬ 
dent to have taken place! 
Really? Can't even a single 
misstep in a split second 
prove fatal? Is it so unlikely 
that a standee in a subur¬ 
ban train which has no 
doors would fall out? The 
worst nightmare for any 
parent would be burying 
their own children. For 
Maurice Lai it turned out 
to be a horrific reality. How 
many claimants have the 
resources to file appeals in 
High Courts and the 
Supreme Court? The 
Railways cannot give this 
grieving father his son 
back. But should the coun¬ 
try’s largest employer 
grudge his statutory com¬ 
pensation? When I last 
checked, we were still a 
Welfare State. 

(The writer is an advocate 

at the Madras High Court, 
columnist 
& author) 
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Kancheepuram collector R Ponnaiah on Monday 
warned action against people instigating school 
students to participate in protests 
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Government 
should hold 
talks with 
TNEB 
employees 
— s. 

Thirunavukkarasar 
Congress leader 


SHORT TAKES 


After cataract 
surgery, CM advised 
to take rest 

Chennai: Chief Minister, 
Edappadi.K.Palaniswami 
underwent a cataract sur¬ 
gery at a private hospital in 
the city, supervised by a 
government eye specialist 
on Monday. He was dis¬ 
charged hours after the sur¬ 
gery and his health is fine. 
He has been advised to take 
rest for a couple of days, 
sources said. However, he 
was seen working from ho¬ 
me on Monday as he issued 
a statement announcing co¬ 
mpensation to the kin of 14 
electrocuted Sources said he 
is likely to hold a review me¬ 
eting on Wednesday. It may 
be noted that DMK working 
president, M.K. Stalin also 
underwent a cataract sur¬ 
gery in July, last year. 

Prince of Arcot 
edu and charitable 
bust established 

Chennai: The Prince of Arcot 
Educational and Charitable 
Trust has been established 
and registered, under the 
Indian Trust Act, according 
to press release. The trust 
aims to promote education 
of all types and to establish, 
take over, adopt, support, 
manage, fund and run edu¬ 
cational, professional, med¬ 
ical and technical Instituti¬ 
ons for the benefit of all pe¬ 
rsons irrespective of caste, 
creed, religion or sex, and 
especially the minority com¬ 
munities and weaker sec¬ 
tions. The Trust will provide 
financial assistance to 
deserving scholars and to 
award scholarships and 
prizes, and help those who 
desire to take up higher 
studies abroad and will also 
give charitable assistance to 
deserving persons. 

7,000 run for 
a cause 

Chennai: The second edition 
of Olympia OMR RUN, org¬ 
anised by Rotary club of Ch¬ 
ennai Upscale (RCCU), was 
run on Sunday. The Sathya- 
bama Institute of Science 
and Technology was painted 
yellow for the event even as 
enthusiastic runners in yel¬ 
low T-shirts were raring to 
go at 6 am. Over 7,000 run¬ 
ners took in the run for a ca¬ 
use. The mantra for the eve¬ 
nt was “It's not how well you 
run... It's why you run”. This 
was very evident from the 
eclectic mix of participants - 
- young, old and even kids. 
Gearing up for a great run 
was done with a team of ph¬ 
ysiotherapists helping the 
participants with stretching 
and a Zumba dance. The pr¬ 
oceeds of this fundraiser will 
go to brighten the lives of 
many deprived children with 
the light of education. The 
event's title sponsor was the 
Olympia Group of builders. 





Japanese Grant aid 
for medi equipment 
project signed 

Chennai: The signing cere¬ 
mony for the Japanese 
Grant Assistance for Grassr¬ 
oots Project (GGP) took pla¬ 
ce on Monday at the resi¬ 
dence of the Consul General 
of Japan at Chennai. The 
project deals with the instal¬ 
lation of medical equipment 
for treatment of eye disea¬ 
ses in rural underserved ar¬ 
eas of nine districts in Telan- 
gana. Seiji Baba, consul gen¬ 
eral of Japan at Chennai and 
representative of Pushpagiri 
Vitreo Retina Institute 
signed the Grant contract. 
Under the project, the 
organisation installs medical 
equipment that allows more 
complicated and advanced 
surgical operations. 


I The construction of Pallavaram flyover has gained pace but the area witnesses 
I heavy traffic snarls during peak hours. - DC 



ON FAST TRACK 


AIADMK leader raises 


Neet issue in Rajya Sabha 


DC CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI, FEB. 5 

Statewide protests seek¬ 
ing exemption from the 
national eligibility cum 
entrance test (Neet) con¬ 
tinued for the fifth con¬ 
secutive day across the 
state. 

Functionaries of DMK 
and the Dravidar 
Kazhagam staged 

protests in Thiruvarur 


and Dharmapuri dis¬ 
tricts seeking exemp¬ 
tion. 

They raised slogans 
protesting against the 
centre and demanded an 
immediate solution for 
the issue. Meanwhile 
AIADMK leader A. Nava- 
eethkrishnana raised the 
issue in the Rajya Sabha. 

He said the government 
should allow the states to 
amend law in the concur¬ 


rent list and should not 
sit over the amendments 
passed by Assemblies for 
long. 

Giving an example, he 
said Tamil Nadu Ass¬ 
embly passed a bill unan¬ 
imously to give exemp¬ 
tion to students from 
National Eligibility-cum- 
Entrance Test (Neet) but 
it is been pending with 
Central government for 
approval. 


■ More areas from Kanchi, Tiruvallur, Vellore to be added 


Housing dept open to public 
opinion on CMA expansion 


DC CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI, FEB. 5 

With the state government 
issuing a government order 
notifying the expansion of 
Chennai Metropolitan Area 
(CMA), the Tamil Nadu 
Housing and Urban 
Development Department 
is all set to open its window 
to receive suggestions from 
the public. 

According to the recent 
government order, after 
receiving expansion pro¬ 
posal from the CMDA mem¬ 
ber secretary, the govern¬ 
ment has decided to declare 
intention to include addi¬ 
tional areas from Kan¬ 
cheepuram, Tiruvallur and 
Vellore districts. 

However, the government 
order, according to official 
sources in the housing 
department, is initial stride 
towards the seven-fold 
expansion of CMA that 
would come under the 
purview of Chennai 
Metropolitan Development 
Authority (CMDA). 

“We have already received 
resolutions from local bod¬ 


ies that are to be annexed 
with CMA. The resolutions 
are pre-requisite for the 
annexation to carry out,” a 
departmental source said. 

The official also added 
that the expansion process 
would be completed and 
final notification would be 
issued only after receiving 
suggestions from the public 
residing at those local bod¬ 
ies. 

“By the government 
order, the district collectors 
of Kancheepuram, Tiru¬ 
vallur and Vellore are 
directed to publish the noti¬ 
fication their respective 
district gazettes. The 
department will issue a sep¬ 
arate seeking suggestion 
from the public soon,” the 
official said. 

With the ambitious expan¬ 
sion plan, which is aimed to 
ensure 'uniform' develop¬ 
ment in the region, the 
CMA is set to relegate 
Mumbai, Bengaluru, 
Hyderabad, Pune and other 
metropolitans in terms of 
area covered. If the plan 
goes well, Chennai would 
be the second largest metro- 



BIGGER CHENNAI 


• The government should 
consider decentralisation of 
power and responsibility 
from headquarters. 

• Establish zonal or regional 
level offices to ensure ease of 
doing business. 

• Appoint more officials to 
staff crunch CMDA. 

• Enable transparent 
reclassification ad regulariza¬ 
tion processes. 


• Land available in the 
extended area will have a 
master plan. 

• New satellite towns, bus 
stands, road and rail con¬ 
nectivity to be established 


• Forest areas, water bod¬ 
ies and agricultural areas 
to be protected. 

• Uniformity in urban and 
infrastructure develop¬ 
ment. 


• Diversification of 
population. 


politan planning 
area in the country 
after National 
Capital 
Region 
(NCR). 

It is note¬ 


worthy that the move 
shelved for over six years 
has been finally dusted off. 

During the assembly ses¬ 
sion, Radhakrishnan 
announced that the 
Chennai Metropolitan Area 
(CMA) would be expanded 


to cover 8,878 sq km from its 
current 1,189 sq km. All of 
Kancheepuram and 

Tiruvallur districts, as well 
as Arakkonam taluk in 
Vellore district, would be 
part of the new CMA, the 
minister told in July 2017. 


Shops in 


*1. ^ • I- li 



PUBLIC MEETING 


Opposition leader M.K. Stalin interacts with 
women in Kishnagiri on Monday. - DC 

Quarrying ban: Lorry 
owners to meet CM 


Madurai temple violate Act 



Collector K. Veera Ragava Rao explains to Deputy CM 0. Panneerselvam about the fire 
mishap at Meenakshi Amman temple in Madurai on Monday. Ministers Sellur K. Raju and 
R.B. Udhayakumar are also present. - DC 

Temple administration can’t be 
shifted to pvt organisations: OPS 


DC CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI, FEB. 5 

In the wake of Supreme 
Court staying the order 
of Madras high Court 
order banning the quar¬ 
rying of sand in the 
state, lorry owners in 
the state were left shoc¬ 
ked and announced that 
they would soon meet 
Chief Minister Ed- 
appadi K. Palaniswami. 

Responding to the is¬ 
sue, law minister C.V. 
Shanmugham said that 
the issue would be ta¬ 
ken up with the state 
for suitable necessary 
action. Admitting that 
the construction and 
realty sector will be hit, 
the law minister said 
that the state will hold 
consultations with the 
legal experts on the is¬ 
sue to ensure that the 
sand is available for the 
public to construct ho¬ 
uses and also look into 
others options left be¬ 
fore the state. 

“We have asked for ti¬ 
me to meet the Chief 
Minister at the earliest 
and submit a memora¬ 
ndum to protect the bu¬ 


siness of sand lorry ow¬ 
ners. Besides the quar¬ 
rying issues, the lorry 
owners are also affected 
because of the GST and 
toll prices,” Sukumar, of 
Tamil Nadu Lorry Ow¬ 
ners Association told 
reporters. The lorry 
owners are also affected 
because of the recently 
introduced e- billing 
system as the drivers 
are not used to the new 
technology, he said. 

It may be noted that 
the sand lorry owners 
had earlier demanded 
the state to import qua¬ 
lity sand from abroad 
and regulate the manu¬ 
facture of M-sand to 
meet the demand from 
realty sector. 

According to official 
sources, the state is lik¬ 
ely to brainstorm the 
issue in a couple of da¬ 
ys as availability of sa¬ 
nd had also affected the 
infrastructure projects 
in the state. “We agree 
that the river and ecolo¬ 
gy has to be balanced 
and are in the process 
of exploring new aven¬ 
ues”, an informed gov¬ 
ernment official said. 


J.V. SIVA PRASANNA 
KUMAR I DC 

CHENNAI, FEB. 5 

The renowned Meenakshi 
temple, Madurai, has raised 
the crucial issue of temple 
safety and how every avail¬ 
able space within the tem¬ 
ple has been commerciali¬ 
sed blatantly violating the 
Hindu Religious and Chari¬ 
table Endowments Act of 
1959. 

Also, preliminary enquiry 
reveals that the Friday n- 
ight's inferno could have be¬ 
en triggered by camphor 
that was lit for dhisti (to wa¬ 
rd off evil eye) by a shop¬ 
keeper. 

This pleasant and strong 
aromatic waxy, flammable, 
white solid was set on fire 
in front of a shop inside the 
temple at about 10 pm after 
the temple was closed for 
darshan for the day at 9.45 
pm on Friday. 

“This flames from the 
camphor could have spread 
to the inflammable sub¬ 
stance nearby and later 
could have triggered an 
electrical fire,” a source in 
HR & CE said on Monday. 

Also, the fire mishap has 
raised several lapses in 
administration, it was poin¬ 
ted out. The temple is nor¬ 
mally closed for darshan at 
9.45 pm and so do the shops 
thereafter. The night watch¬ 
man who takes up the cha¬ 
rge has to verify whether 
all the devotees, temple st¬ 
aff and shop keepers have 
left the temple and record it 
in a register. 

It is not known whether 
this was done on Friday 
night when the shopkeeper 
lighted the camphor at 10 
pm and left the premises 
even before it got extin¬ 
guished, say sources. 

Sadly, when the fire spre¬ 
ad in the 'mini' shopping ce¬ 
ntre inside the 7,000 sq ft 
Vasantharayar mandapam 
of the renowned Sri Mee¬ 
nakshi Sundareshwar tem¬ 
ple, where nearly 150 shops 
had almost occupied every 
available space, it was 
realised that the fire tender 
stationed at the temple did 
not have water in it. “The 


DC CORRESPONDENT 

MADURAI, FEB. 5 

Deputy Chief Minister O. 
Panneerselvam on Mon¬ 
day said that CBI investi¬ 
gation is not necessary for 
Meenakshi Amman tem¬ 
ple fire accident. 

Panneerselvam told this 
to reporters after inspect¬ 
ing the temple premises. 
Earlier in the morning, 
BJP national president H. 
Raja demanded a CBI 
inquiry into the incident. 
He also suspected crimi¬ 
nal conspiracy behind the 
temple fire. 

Tamil Maanila Congress 
leader G.K. Vasan also 
demanded thorough 
investigation in the inci¬ 
dent. 

temple staff had to run to 
the temple tank to fetch 
water and attempted to 
douse the flames till the fire 
service personnel filled the 
tender with water and 
rushed to put out the raging 
flames. This could also have 
been the delay in extin¬ 
guishing the fire,” a senior 
official said on condition of 
anonymity. 


Panneerselvam said if 
investigation proves that 
shops located inside the 
Veeravasantharayar Man¬ 
dapam had caused the fire 
accident, then procedures 
would be followed to 
remove the shops from 
the temple. 

He also clarified that it 
is not possible to shift the 
temple administration 
from Hindu religious and 
charitable endorsement 
department to private 
organisations due to this 
unfortunate incident. 
Temple safety committee 
will be formed in all tem¬ 
ples to ensure such inci¬ 
dents don't occur in the 
future, he said. 

When asked about the 
restoration of 

About 150 shops inside the 
mandapam and around it 
were allowed to operate co¬ 
ntravening section 77 whi¬ 
ch prohibited, except in sp¬ 
ecial cases, transfer of lan- 
dsappurtenant to or adjoin¬ 
ing religious institutions, 
notwithstanding anything 
contained in section 34, that 
no trustee of a religious 
institution shall lease or 


Veeravasantharayar Man¬ 
dapam, damaged in Frid¬ 
ay night's fire, he said that 
restoration work would be 
carried out within next 
six months following Aga- 
ma Vidhi. 

Panneerselvam also 
appreciated district col¬ 
lector Veera Raghava Rao 
for his swift action and 
the fire and rescue service 
personnel for putting out 
the fire within short dura¬ 
tion. 

Earlier, cooperation 
minister Sellur K. Raju 
and revenue minister R.P. 
Udayakumar, collector Ve¬ 
era Raghava Rao and tem¬ 
ple officials accompanied 
him when he in¬ 
spected the accident 
place. 

mortgage with possession 
or grant a licence for the 
occupation of any space 
within or outside the 
prakarams, mantapams, 
courtyards or corridors of 
the religious institution. 

The temple which levied a 
monthly rent of ^1,000 to 
^1,500 to each shop in the 
past had revised the sum to 
^6,000 to ^7,000. 


SULTAN FILES 
PETITION TO 
CLOSE SHOPS 

DC CORRESPONDENT 

MADURAI, FEB. 5 

A person from Muslim fa¬ 
ith from Kanyakumari 
has filed a petition in the 
Madurai Bench of Mad¬ 
ras high court seeking to 
issue direction to the 
commissioner of Hindu 
religious and charitable 
endowment department 
to shut down commercial 
shops constructed inside 
ancient temples including 
the Meenakshi Amman 
temple in Madurai. 

Hence he requested the 
court to issue directions 
to the department not to 
modify the temple struc¬ 
ture for commercial pur¬ 
pose and also to resort the 
modified structure to its 
original state. 

"I was born as a Mus¬ 
lim, I understand the sen¬ 
timents, feelings and emo¬ 
tions of fellow Hindu bre¬ 
thren. Modifying the his¬ 
torical and culturally im¬ 
portant superstructure 
purpose is unjustifiable," 
said Abul Kalam Azad 
Sulthan said in the peti¬ 
tion adding that the rece¬ 
nt fire in the Meenakshi 
Amman temple had left 
the devotees distraught. 

He said this incident is 
one of the awakening exa¬ 
mples of the drawback in 
commercialising the tem¬ 
ple premises. 

"For commercialising 
the temple premises, even 
the hundreds and thou¬ 
sands of years old super¬ 
structure are altered 
without considering the 
glory of culture, ancient 
history and tradition," he 
claimed. 

Sulthan said that with¬ 
out following agamas and 
ancient style of construc¬ 
tion, the commissioner of 
HR & CE department, and 
the executive officer of 
Meenakshi temple have 
altered the ancient build¬ 
ing, putting additional 
structures and electrical 
equipment. 


Expedite four-lanning of highways 
in Kanyakumari, says Ponnar 


DC CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI, FEB. 5 

Union Minister of State 
for Finance and Shipping 
Ron Radhakrishnan has 
urged the national high¬ 
ways officials to expedite 
the four-lanning of high¬ 
ways in Kanyakumari 
and facilitate national 
connectivity soon. 

The Minister who 
inspected the work in the 
district along with 
national highways offi¬ 
cials, said the Ministry of 
Road Transport and 
Highways has taken sev¬ 
eral steps to decentralise 
work and road projects. 

Various orders like del¬ 
egation of Powers to 



Chief Engineer-Regional 
Officer (CE-RO) at 
MoRTH Regional Offices, 
Delegation of Power in 
Implementation of the 
Projects, Delegation of 
powers for Admini¬ 


strative/ Financial App¬ 
roval Periodic Renewal/ 
Improvement of riding 
quality Programme 
(PR/IRQP) under 

Maintenance and Repair 
(M&R) of NHs (Non-Plan) 
- First Phase, Procedure 
for Processing of Cases of 
Utility Shifting and 
Guidelines regarding pro¬ 
cedures to be adopted for 
invitation of tenders and 
qualification of contrac¬ 
tors for execution of Road 
and Bridge Works on 
National Highways and 
Centrally Financed 
Schemes-Modification in 
Procedures have been 
issued by the MoRTH. 

The Delegation of 
power across various lev¬ 


els is also part of the 
Cabinet approved 

Bharatmala Pariyojana 
(BMP) Phase -1 for devel- 
opment/upgradation of 
34,800 km of National 
Highways (NHs) with an 
outlay of Rs 5,35,000 crore 
over a five year period i.e. 
from 2017-18 to 2021-22. 
For EPC projects, NHAI 
Board (Authority) has 
been authorized to 
appraise and approve the 
projects irrespective of 
cost. For all BOT (Toll) 
projects of NHAI Where 
no grant is required to be 
given to concessionaires, 
the Authority has been 
authorized to appraise 
and approve the projects 
irrespective of cost. 



Governor Banwarilal Purohit inaugurates RISHS international school at Mangadu in 
Chennai on Monday. - DC 







































Chief Minister Edappadi Palaniswami 
announced solatium to families of 14 people 
who died in various incidents 
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Government 
should dismiss 
Bharathiyar 
University VC 
facing graft 
charges 

—S. Ramadoss 
PMK founder 


SHORT TAKES 


Plea directing state 
to recover loss due 
to strike dismissed 


I 


Chennai: The Madras high court 
has dismissed the petitions, 
which sought to direct the state 
government to take immediate 
steps to recover the losses 
incurred by the state due to the 
recent bus strike from the 
transport corporation 
employees. 
The First Bench comprising 
Chief Justice Indira Banerjee 
and Justice Abdul Quddhose 
dismissed the petitions filed by 
N.Janardhanan and 
M.Muthukumar, residents of 
Chennai. “Whether action 
should be taken against any 
employee or whether loss 
caused to an employer should 
be recovered from the 
employee are service matters in 
respect of which PIL cannot be 
entertained. The PIL is 
misconceived and dismissed”, 
the bench added. 


HC: Maintain | 
status quo while | 
chopping NH trees j 

Chennai: The Madras high 
court has directed the 
authorities in Villupuram and 
Cuddalore districts to 
maintain status quo in respect 
of cutting trees for the 
National Highway 
Development Project. 
Justice K.Ravichandrabaabu 
posted to February 9, further 
hearing of a petition filed by 
D.Stalin, a forest contractor. 

The judge said counsel for 
the petitioner submitted that 
the District Collector and 
District Forest Officer; 
Cuddalore were permitting 
the sub-collector; Cuddalore 
to cut and remove the living 
trees standing in the National 
Highways from Vikkaravandi 
to Pinalur-Sethiyathoipu 
Section of NH45C, without 
following the earlier 
directions issued by this court 
dated October 12, 2017. 

It was the contention of the 
counsel for the petitioner that 
without proceeding to 
conduct public auction of the 
trees, after getting the value 
of those trees from the forest 
department, the sub-collector; 

Cuddalore has been 
permitted to remove those 
trees by the District collector 
and DFO. 


■ Over 1.13 lakh candidates in 500 colleges take exam 

56% engg students fail 
to dear maths exam 


A.RAGU RAMAN | DC 

CHENNAI, FEB.5 

Reflecting a sad state of 
school education in the 
state, over 56 per cent of 
engineering students who 
have appeared for engi¬ 
neering maths-1 exam in 
their first semester exami¬ 
nations have failed to 
clear the paper. 

The office of the con¬ 
troller of examinations in 
Anna University declared 
the first semester resul¬ 
ts on Monday. More than 
1.13 lakh students from 
over 500 engineering col¬ 
leges appeared for the 
exam. 

The engineering col¬ 
leges were in for a sur¬ 
prise as the majority of 
the colleges recorded less 
than 50 per cent pass per¬ 
centage due to the dip in 
the pass percentage in 
engineering maths sub¬ 
ject. 

Usually, the first year 
students find difficult to c- 
ope with engineering ma¬ 
ths subject as it tests the 
application of maths con¬ 
cepts. 

“Students who have 
studied the plus-1 subjects 
alone can clear the engi¬ 
neering maths easily. 
Those who studied based 
on blueprint and book 
back questions generally 
struggle in exams,” said 


Pass percentage of first semester 


Subject 

% 

Engineering Mathematics -1 

43.6% 

Engineering Physics 

52.7% 

Engineering Chemistry 

59% 

Problem Solving and Python Programming 

61.7% 

Engineering Graphics 

63.5% 

Communicative English 

80.5% 


Revaluation of answer scripts down by 73% 

Due to various changes implemented in the valuation 
process by the Controller of Examinations of Anna 
University, the number of revaluation applications for the 
odd semester exams (November/December 2017) is 
down by 73% compared to the previous semester exam. 


In the previous 
exam (April/May 
2017), we 
received 3,02,379 
applications for 
revaluation and it was 
down to 2,21,597 this 
time. We have intro¬ 
duced a robust evalua¬ 
tion system in which 
we have provided 
detailed answer keys 
and scheme of valua¬ 
tion to the examiners, 
said G.V.Uma, con¬ 
troller of examinations, 
Anna University. 



Jayaprakash A. Gandhi, 
educationist and career 
analyst. 

Compared to last year, 
the number of students 
who have not cleared the 
exam has increased by 10 
per cent this year. 

“Due to the confusion 
over Neet, the engineering 
admissions were delayed 
by a month. Along with 
other reasons, the lesser 
time has also affected the 
students’ preparation,” he 
added. 

He further said, “Anna 
University and engineer¬ 
ing colleges need to start 
bridge courses for the first 
year students to help them 


clear the maths paper.” 

Engineering professors 
pointed out that even in 
Anna University where 
the top rankers are study¬ 
ing 36 per cent students 
could not clear the exam 
this year. 

“The plus-2 students are 
not trained to answer the 
application-oriented ques¬ 
tions. Those students who 
are memorizing the con¬ 
cepts are struggling in the 
engineering maths paper,” 
said B.Chidambara Raj an, 
principal of Valliammai 
Engineering College, 
Chennai. 

He wanted more work¬ 
ing days for the first year 


students to prepare for the 
exams. 

“Currently, students are 
appearing for exams after 
attending the classes for 
just 3 to 4 months. They 
need at least five to six 
months to prepare for the 
first-semester exam,” he 
suggested. 

Students are doing very 
well in the subjects which 
they are finding interest¬ 
ing. For example, students 
have scored well in the 
new subject called prob¬ 
lem-solving and python 
programming. Students 
have recorded 61.7 per 
cent pass percentage in 
this subject. 


U DECLINES TO 
HEAR PLEA AGAINST 
VAIRANUTHU 


HC reverses lower court’s 
order on plea against Rajini 


Chennai: “I know very lit¬ 
tle Tamil”, said Chief 
Justice Indira Banerjee 
while declining to hear a 
case relating to the article 
on Hindu deity AndaT, 
written by popular Tamil 
writer, Vairamuthu, 
which was published in a 
Tamil daily. 

When a plea filed by adv¬ 
ocate M.Mohideen Ibrahi- 
m which sought to ban the 
article titled as “Tamizhai 
Aandal”, came up for hear¬ 
ing, Chief Justice Indira 
Banerjee said, “I know 
very little Tamil. I will po¬ 
st this matter before some 
other division bench”. 

Justice Abdul Quddhose, 
second judge adorning the 
bench said, “I do not know 
much about Tamil litera¬ 
ture. I gather the basic inf¬ 
ormation about this issue 
through Wikipedia”. —DC 


DC CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI, FEB.5 

The Madras high court 
has set aside an order of 
a lower court, which 
rejected a plea to initiate 
defamation proceedings 
against Shivaji Rao 
Gaikwad alias Rajinika- 
nth for his alleged defam¬ 
atory statement against 
film financier 

S.Mukanchand Bothra. 

Allowing the petition 
filed by Bothra, Justice 
M.V.Muralidaran direct¬ 
ed the VIII Metropolitan 
Magistrate, George 
Town, to follow the pro¬ 
cedures under section 
203 of Cr.P.C and pass 
appropriate orders with¬ 
in 8 weeks on an unnum¬ 
bered criminal com¬ 
plaint of 2015 filed by 



Bothra. 

“The complainant is 
directed to give his 
fullest co-operation for 
early order to be passed 
by the magistrate. If the 
magistrate is taking cog¬ 
nizance of the complaint 
and issuance of any sum¬ 
mon to the respondent 
(Rajinikanth), the 
appearance of the 
respondent is dispensed 
with except the hearings 
to be ordered by the mag¬ 


istrate”, the judge added. 

In his petition, Bothra 
submitted that he had 
lent money to Kasthuri 
Raja, father of actor 
Dhanush, who is the son- 
in-law of Rajinikanth on 
the assurance that if he 
fails to repay the money, 
Rajinikanth would settle 
the same. However, he 
failed to repay the 
money. Therefore, he had 
filed a suit in 2015 
against Kasthuri Raja 
and Rajinikanth. 

Rajinikanth had filed an 
application, in which he 
had alleged that the suit 
was filed only to extort 
money from him. Hence, 
he filed a complaint 
before the VIII MM, 
George Town. However, 
the magistrate dismissed 
it, he added. 


SELF SUSTAINABILITY 




A group of women from 
Self Help Groups (SHG) 
has developed a 
terrace garden at Anna! 
Teresa Magalir Valagam 
in Nungambakkam. They 
cultivate 105 
varieties of leafy 
vegetables in 15,000 
square feet and there are 
1,200 bamboo baskets 
containing organic 
manure, sand and red 
soil. The initiative, start¬ 
ed by Praveen P. Nair, 
trains SHG women 
members for a period of 
15 days and then deploys 
them at 

different districts across 
the state to act as 
resource persons in the 
long run. The initial yield 
including paruppu keerai, 
pulicha keerai, vendaya 
keerai, ponnangani 
keerai among others is 
able to fetch nearky 
^25,000 within one month 
of its operation. 

-N.SAMPATH 




Relay Velachery 
main road 

T hough after the digging of Velachery Main 
Road, some patchwork has been done 
from Vijaynagar bus depot to Guru Nanak col¬ 
lege and relaying of the road has been done from 
old police station till the post office. However, the 
stretch from the post office till the Guru Nanak col¬ 
lege is still in a dilapidated condition. All the vehi¬ 
cles, even the buses try to avoid these potholes deny¬ 
ing any walking space for pedestrians. We request 
the concerned authorities to relay the roads with¬ 
out any further delay. Footpaths too may be made, at 
least one side of this road. 

Kavitha Srikanth, 

Velachery 

Tiruvanmiyur bus 
stand lacks facilities 

T he bus terminus at Tiruvanmiyur lacks 
basic amenities for passengers. There are no 
toilets, and seats also remain absent. 
Unhygienic food establishments are also function¬ 
ing near the entrance with crows, dogs and cats 
inside them. There is no place for passengers to 
wait for buses. Passengers can be seen crowding 
the exit to enter the buses. Many minor accidents 
take place due to this. Now that the bus fares have 
been increased, authorities should also ensure 
basic facilities. 

V. Chandrasekhar 

Besant Nagar 


clear Olympia 
bus stand of 
vehicles 


T he bus stop of 
Jawaharlal Nehru Road 
in front of Olympia 
Technology Park is often cov¬ 
ered with numerous vehicles 
instead of buses. Many of the 
employees from Olympia 
Technology Park, students 
from TN Technical Training 
College and workers from the 
nearby industries of the area 
depend on the bus stop daily. 
However, the taxi stand in 
front of the bus stand is cre¬ 
ating a huge block. Though 
passengers stand along the 
road, buses are stopped in the 
middle of the road. Adding to 
this, there are many vehicles 
being parked in the ‘No park¬ 
ing area’. 

The concerned authorities 
should take an initiation to 
control the block, especially 
at peak hours. 

Darsana J 

Ekkatuthangal 


Cry for basic civic needs 


D espite vast development in leaps and bounds, Urapakkam lacks even basic facil¬ 
ities like roads, drainage, etc. The SMS Nagar off Priya Nagar III Part has no 
direct access to the Railway Station. Not a single road is in a good condition. The 
conservancy work has never taken place as one can find huge mounds of plastic wastes 
scattered over the concrete road near the Station and the road is ridden with pot holes 
making the pedestrians unable to walk. Rain water stagnates, people from western side 
have to swim to go to East Urapakkam near the Railway Station. Proper outlet has to 
be built to enable pedestrians walk hassle free. One can find heap of garbage without 
colleting is an eyesore. Mosquitoes menace and stray dog menace are a daily ordeals. 
Simply speaking the local body is a burden causing health hazard to the people rather 
than of any welfare to the citizens and it remains an absolute inaction in every field to 
make people suffer a lot in deluge. Water scarcity and power disruption occur every 
day. I would request the Government to look into the matter seriously and take action 
against the authorities and make the local body active for the welfare of the people. 

S. Gopalan, 
Maraimalai Nagar 


SPEAKOUT IS A WEEKLY COLUMN. 

Letters to this page should be typed or written on one side of the paper. All letters, including those sent by 
email, should bear the name, address and phone number of the writer. We will not use complaints without 
these details. If you have a complaint against a vendor or a corporate, mail the letter with supporting 
documentary evidence, or bring the same to the DC office, speakout.chennai@deccanmail.com Letters 
must reach by Friday. 



Severely damaged footpath near the Tambaram Gandhi road junction irks pedestrians 


WILD JUMBO KILLS 1 MORE 
BEFORE BEING SUBDUED 


DC CORRESPONDENT 

COIMBATORE, FEB.5 

The district forest officials 
successfully tranquilized 
the much-feared rogue 
elephant, but the delay in 
operation has claimed one 
more life. 

On Monday, relatives 
recovered the dead body of 
K. Devan who ventured out 
of his house on Sunday 
night despite a warning by 
the forest staff. 

Devan is the third victim 
killed by the single 
elephant creating havoc in 
villages surrounding 
Chinnar near Shoolagiri 
on the Chennai-Bengaluru 
national highway in 
Krishnagiri district. 

The 70-year-old V. 
Rajappa of Bathirakottai 
village was the first victim 
and Muniraj of 
Oddaiyanoor village, the 
second. 

On Monday, local 
villagers spotted the wild 
animal at Oddaiyanoor 
and called the forest staff. 
Prakash, wildlife veteri¬ 
narian of Krishnagiri 
released the first two darts 
at around 11.20 am from a 
double barrelled dart gun 
used for the first time in 
the state. 

One of the two darts 
punctured the hard skin of 
the elephant and injected 
the sedative into its body. 

Sources said the elephant 
was disturbed because of 
the onlookers who came to 
watch the operation, and 
moved into the forest from 
Oddaiynoor to be found at 
Melumalai where it was 


• A total of 5 
tranquilizer shots 
had to be given 
to the tusker in 
order to bring it 
to a semi-con¬ 
scious state so 
that it couid be 
taken to the 
Cauvery wiidlife 
sanctuary 

tranquilized successfully 
with two more injections. 
A fourth injection was 
given to calm down the 
animals in a semi-con¬ 
scious state, when it tried 
to charge at forest staff 
and others. Two earth mov¬ 
ing machines were used to 
give support to the animal 
to walk till the ambulance 
parked on the 
Chennai-Bengaluru 
national highway. 

The ambulance is a 
specially designed truck 
meant for transporting 
elephants during an 
emergency. 

The captured elephant 
was transported to 
Biligundulu along the 
course of the Cauvery 
from where the river 
enters Tamil Nadu from 
neighboring Karnataka. 

According to Forest 
department officials, the 
newly formed Cauvery 
North wildlife sanctuary, 
150-km from Chinnar, will 
become the new home for 
the elephant that was relo¬ 
cated from the Rayakottai 
forest range. 










































M.M. Murugappan took 
charge as executive chairman 
of the Murugappa Group on 
Monday 
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CavinKare and Ability Foundation honoured achievers 
with disabilities awards in Chennai on Sunday. —DC 

Two die in bee 
attack in Erode 


ZAKEER HUSSAIN I DC 

ERODE, FEB. 5: 

At least two persons died 
and four others were 
severely injured after they 
were attacked by a swarm 
of bees in a village near 
Erode ahead of an ensuing 
temple festival on Monday 

Villagers and community 
leaders in Jambai village 
near Erode gathered at the 
local Komuniappan temple 
on the Bhavani river bank 
on Monday to plan the con¬ 
duct of temple festival. 

Following the meeting, 
they performed special 
'poojas' at the premises, 
offering 'pongaf as 'prasad' 
to be distributed to all the 
devotees. When heavy 
smoke formed on the spot 
disturbed bee-hives in five 
trees inside the temple 
premises, sources told DC. 

COLLEGE BUS FLIPS 
NEARTIRUPUR, 

20 INJURED 

Tirupur: A private col¬ 
lege bus flipped to its side 
near Tirupur on Monday, 
injuring at least 20 stu¬ 
dents. 

Police said the bus of a 
private arts and science 
college in Muthur, near 
Vellakovil, was on its way 
to college after picking up 
students. About 50 stu¬ 
dents were in the bus 
when the incident took 
place at Koolialayam jun 
ction on Utthukuli road 
as the driver lost control. 

The injured students 
were admitted to Tirupur 
headquarters govern¬ 
ment hospital here. 

— DC 


Though most people were 
able to run away as the 
irate bees encircled the 
villagers and began to 
sting them, it was only 
some senior citizens who 
got severely hurt. 

The names of the injured 
persons were given as 
Mayilsamy 60, Ponnusamy 
70, Chinnammal, 70, Gan 
eshan, 47, Nataraj, 60 and 
Ramasamy 70. 

The injured were rescued 
by Fire and Rescue 
Services department per¬ 
sonnel and were admitted 
to the Bhavani government 
hospital where Mayil 
samy and Ponnusamy, suc¬ 
cumbed to the bee stings. 

The other four persons 
were shifted to the Erode 
government hospital for 
further treatment. Bhavani 
police are probing the 
incident. 


STUDENT ATTACKS 
PRINCIPAL ON BEING 
ASKED TO STUDY 

FROM PAGE 1 

Babu on reaching school 
Monday morning, sum¬ 
moned five of the stude¬ 
nts from that class, whom 
he considered to be very 
poor performers, and 
warned them to take their 
studies seriously, or else 
face disciplinary action. 

Enraged by the strong 
words allegedly used by 
the headmaster, one of 
the boys suddenly took 
out a knife and stabbed 
Mr Babu in his stomach 
and near his ear, police 
said. Mr Babu’s condition 
was stated to be critical, 
sources said. 


MEPZ - SEZ 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISm OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 


iTambaram, Chennai - 600 045| 


KITCO INVITES TENDERS FOR 


1. Painting ofSDF-ll building. 

2. Painting ofSDF-lll building. 

3. Construction of bitumen speed 
breaker and painting of speed 
breakers at Various location. 

4. Providing Barbed Wire Fencing 
to Compound Wali Near S.F Pate! 
Jeep Track Road. 

5.SITC of 2000 kg freight lift and 
dismantiing, leading and buying 
back of existing freight lift at SDF-I. 


SALE OF TENDER : 

07.02.2018«. 22.02.2018 


FOR ANY DETAILS 

Ph: 044 - 45118383 


CIVIL ENGINEERING WORKS 


e-tender invited by the Divisional Railway 
Manager {Engg.yS.E. Railway/Adra for 
and on behalf of the President of India for 
undermentioned works : SI. No., e-Tender 
Notice No. & date, Description of works, 
Tender value are as follows : 1. E-DRM- 
Engg-Adra-05*18, 02.02.2018 Open e- 
tender for provision of water sprinklers for 
pollution control at Chandil, Bhaga and 
Chowrashi Goods shed. ? 51,19.698.50. 
2. E-DRM-Engg-Adra-06-18, 02.02.2018 
Open tender for (i) Repair to boundary 
wall by providing retaining wall to protect 
the sliding earth of PF No. 1 at 
Joychandipahar Station, (ii) Rehabilitation 
of Major/Minor Bridges repair to the wing 
wall, ballast retaining wall, flooring of water 
way etc. in ADA-GRB, GRB-JOC, JOC- 
RKf, RKI-JOC, GRB-ANR Section (Up & 
Dn). ? 1,27,13,243.29. 3. E-ORM-Engg- 
Adra-07-1 8, 02.02.201 8 Open tender for 
the work (i) Strengthening of bridge in 
ADA-MDN Section in the jurisdiction of 
DEN/East/Adra (ii) Strengthening of Piers 
by providing RCC Jacketing of piers and 
abutment and Micro pilling work around 
pier no.~1 for resisting tilt in Bridge no. 
163 (2x40'G) between MDN-GSL in ADA- 
MDN section in Adra Division. 
^ 1,15,70,156.10. The closing date and 
time of e-tenders is on 26.02.2018 at 
15.00 hrs, Details of above e-tenders may 
please be seen at website www.ireps. 
gov.in PR.1332 


South Eastern Railway 

Witfl 4> 


EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY 


E-TENDER NOTICE 

The Divisional Railway Manager (Engg)/E.C. 
Railway/Samastipur for and on behalf of the 
President of India invites Open Tender from 
experienced and financially capable tenderers 
including those registered with Government 
Department like Irrigation/CPWD/MES or any 
Public Sector Undertaking for the following 
works in E-Tendering mode of I REPS web 
portal of Indian Railways. 1. Tender Notice 
No. ; TC-19-SPJ. 2. Name of work : Repairs to 
ballast retainer & approach of Br. No.44 
(3x30,50m), 45 (3x30.50m), 47(5x6.10m), 
50{6x30.50m+2x45.70m), 51(2x18.30m+ 
23.76+2x45.70m+5x30.50m), 52(4x30.5Qm), 
53(4x30.50m) in MNE-SHC section and 
changing damaged chequred plate on 
Br.No.16A (NRN-ROA) & Br. No.7 (IML- 
SLNA). 3. Tender Value (In ; 
1,09,02,008.57, 4. Earnest Money (in : 
2,04,520/-, 5. Cost of Tender document (In 
?} : 5,000/-, 6. Completion period of the 
work ; 06 months. 1. Receiving Date & time 
for E-Tender mode on I REPS web portal: 
15,03.2018 upto 12,00 hours. 2, Opening 
Date & time for E-Tender : On same date after 
12.00 hours. 3. Website particulars where 
complete details of tender & tender 
document can be seen on Website 
www.ireps.gov.in DE/Co-ord/ 

PR/1657/SPJ/T/36 ECR/Samastipur 


Punjab Bus Metro Society (PBMS) 

(A Govt of Punjab Undertaking) 

P!DB Office. SCO 33-34-35, Sector 34-A, Chandigarh -160022 

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (Re-Tender) E-Tender 


Request for Proposal (RFP) for Selection of Operator for operation and maintenance of 93 Nos. Diesel Fuelled 
Fully Built 900 mm AC Standard Size BRT Buses under the Bus Rapid Transit System (BRTS) in Amritsar City. 


PBMS intends to appoint qualified Bus Operatorfor Operation and Maintenance of 93 Nos. diesei fuelled fully built 900 
mm AC Standard Size BRT Buses on Gross Cost Contract Basis under the Bus Rapid Transit System (BRTS) in 
Amritsar City. For this purpose, bids are invited from reputed National/International parties with necessary quafifications 
and capabilities, through e-tendering method with supporting documentary evidences as provided in RFP. Interested 
parties may download the RFP document for captioned work from the website www.etender.punjabgovt,gov.in/ 
www.pidb.org from Friday, 09.02.2018. The bidders shall have to get themselves registered with 
etender.punjabgovtgov.in. Ciass-3 Digital signatures are mandatory for participation. For ciarifications on e- 
tendering, please contact E-procuremenf Helpdesk on 8146699896, 9257209340. The bidding schedule of the 
project is as follows: 


Pre-bid at PBMS office 


Last date of downloading the RFP 


Last date and time for online bid submission 


Last date and time for hard copy bid submission at PiDB Office 


Technical Bid Opening at PBMS Office 

(in the presence of She bidders who wish to be presefit for gie bid opening) 


Financial Bid Opening at PBMS Office 

(if? the prt;sef'Ca of Itii? Uitidtin; who wish to be prcK^nt for ihe bid opening) 


15.02.2018by1500 hours 


05.03.2018by13QQ hours 


0S.03.2018by 1400 hours 


05.03.2018by15QQ hours 


06.03.2018by1600 hours 


To be intimated later on 


The interested parties are requested to send queries, if any, to agmprpjectspidb@gmall.com.. Member Secretary, 
PBMS resen/es the right to accept or reject any application and to annui the bidding process at any time, without 
incurring any liability and without assigning any reason thereof. Bidders are requested to visit 
www.etender.punjabgo'4. gov.in / www.pidb.org for further information, addendum, replies to queries & other details on 
regular basis. 

RO No. DPR,'5FEBis/c-526 _ Member Secretary, PBMS 


STORES E-PROCUREMENT 


TENDER NOTICE NO. S/85/2017 
Dated. 02-02-2018. (1) All tenders 
have been uploaded on Indian 
Railways-E-Procurement portal 
(IREPS) :- www.ireps.gov.in For 
details & necessary guidelines for 
quoting against e-tender. Please 
visit IR-E-Procurement portal. 
Tenders are due to be opened on 
05-03-2018 and 06-03-2018 (2) The 
prospective tenderers are advised 
to get them registered on the 
website http://www.ireps.qov.in 
on line. This registration is 


mandatory for participation in e- 
tendering and is free of charge, (3) 
Please submit offers online for the 
following stores: Description. PL 
No. Quantity, Tender no 


respectively : Shock Absorber 
(YAW DUMPER) for LHB, 

33502420, 232 Nos, 30/17/1089/QT/ 


456/17 . PVC insulated Armoured 
Unscreened under ground 
Railway Signalling cable 6 core 
X 1.5 Sq.mm, SOIINOOI, 5611N002, 
561 1NS03, 5611NS04, 561 1NS05, 
561 1NS06, 74 KM, 50/17/5143/01/ 
457/17 . Rake test Rig (RTR-1) to 
Drawing No. 3 KB-3032 Escorts 
or similar, 6590N001, 6590N002, 4 
Nos, 60/18/5014/OT/458/17 . 
Portable battery Charging 
machine, 6590NS0K I Nos, 60/15/ 
5305/OT/459/17 . Hytrel Upper 


Washer for primary suspension, 

30010871, 4122 Nos, 30/17/0993/ 
Or/460/17. Protective Tube 


(Polyacetal) Complete for Axle 
Box Guide Arrangement, 

30010901, 7853 Nos, 30/17/0013/ 
017461/17. 


Controller of Stores 
^NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY 


r® 

I 


SOUTH EASTERN COALFIELDS LIMITED 

(A Subsidary of Coal India Limited) 

A Mini Ratna Company 


E-TENDER NOTICE FOR ONLINE BIDDING 
(1) Tender No. : GM / JOHILLA / ENQ /17-18 /110. Dtd. 20.01.2018. 
Tender ID : 2018„SECL_92448„1. Description of work : Supply, 
Installation and Commissioning CCTV for monitoring of coal 
Heaps/Stocks (Detail Technical Specification as per NIT); Approx 
value : Rs. 13,22,929; EMD : Rs. 26,459; Tender fee: N.A.; Last date of 
submission of EMD through online before two (2) days of bid submission 
closing date: upto 3.30 p.m, (1ST) on 17.02.2018; Online submission due 
dates time: upto 3.30 p.m. (1ST) on 17.02.2018; Online bid opening date 
& time: at 11.00 a.m. (IST) on 19.02.2018. 

Staff Officer (MM), Johilla Area 
Full details are available with the concerned department / on our website 
www.secl.gov.in / Government tender porta! www.tenders.gov.in / 
www.eprocure.gov.in/Coal India website: www.coalindiatenders.gov.in; 
Note : SECL will not be responsible for any misprinting by the newspaper 
concerned. For detailed information & terms and conditions in respect of 
the above work, tenderers should contact the tendering authority to verify 
the facts incase of confusion. (699) 


"Give a missed call on toll free number 18002003004 to get our apps" 

COAL - A PRIME SOURCE OF ENERGY 



T.NAGAR BRANCH: No.108/1, 
G.N.chetty Road, T.Nagar, 
Chennai-600 017. 

(For Immovable Property) 


POSSESSION NOTICE 


[Issued under Rule 8{1)j of SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002 
Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized officer of The Karur 
Vysya Bank Limited, T.Nagar Branch under the Securitisation & 
Reconstruction of Financial Assets And Enforcement of Security Interest 
(Second) Act, 2002 (Act 54 of 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred 
under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) 
Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice dated 25.10.2017 calling upon the 
Borrowers:Mrs.J.Vasanthi, W/o.R.Jeyakkan and Mr.Jeyakkan, 
S/o.Ramanathan, Both at, No.12, Church Road, lind Street, Vayalur 
Main Road, Puthur, Trichy-620 017 to repay the amount mentioned in the 
notice being Rs.1,61,66,690.17 (Rupees One Crore Sixty One Lacs Sixty 
Six Thousand Six Hundred Ninety and Raise Seventeen only) within 60 
days from the date of receipt of the said notice. 

The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the 
borrower and the public in genera! that the undersigned has taken 
possession of the property described herein below In exercise of powers 
conferred on him under sub-section (4) of section 13 of Act read with Rule 8 of 
the Security Interest Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on this the 3T‘ day of 
January 2018. 

The borrower in particular, the guarantor and the public in genera! is hereby 
cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will 
be subject to the charge of The Karur Vysya Bank Limited, T.Nagar 
Branch for an amount of Rs.1,65,95,660.17 as on 30.01,2018 and interest 
thereon from 16.01.2018 after deducting the subsequent remittance made 
by the borrower. 

The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 
13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets. 


DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 


Undivided share of land to the extent of 16.66% i.e. 983 sq.ft, out of 
5900sq,ft of land comprises in R.S.No.622/1 (New Survey No.622/134) in 
Block No.36 together with built up area 2021 sq.ft, in the said Residential 
Complex Apartment No.5 on the S"'* Floor bearing Municipal Old Door 
No.51, New No.6, Sir Madhavan Road, Mahaiingapuram, Chennai-600 
034 Standing in the name of Mrs.J.Vasanthi. Bounded on North by: Door 
No.52, Madhavan Nair Road, South by: Door No.49 Madhavan Nair Road, 
East by: Madhavan Nair Road, West by; Railway Track. 

Place: Chennai Authorised Officer 

Date : 31.01.2018 The Karur Vysya Bank Ltd, 


(A Government of India Enterprise) 

Regd, Office: B-9, Qutab institutional Area, Katwaria Sarai, New Deihi-110016 

Website: www.pQwergritlindia.com; CIN: L401{11DL1989GO!D3S121 



NOTICE 

1. Power Grid Corporation of India Ltd has made an application before the 
Central Electricity Regulatory Commission, New Delhi determination of 

(i) Truing upTransmission tariff for 2009-14 tariff block and 

(ii) Transmission tariff for 2014-19 tariff block 

For the assets of "Transmission System associated with Krishnapatnam UMPP - 
PARTB 

a. Covered in CERC order dated 24.11,2015 in petition no. 299/TT/2013 

b. Covered in CERC order dated 29.02.2015 in petition no. 96/TT/2014 

2. The beneficiaries of the above mentioned Transmission system are: 
(1) Madhya Pradesh Power Management Company Ltd. (2) Maharashtra 
State Electricity Distribution Co. Ltd. (3) Gujarat Urja Vikas Nigam Ltd. (4) 
Eiectricity Department, Govt, of Goa (5) Electricity Department, Administration 
of Daman & Diu (6) Electricity Department, Administration of Dadra Nagar 
Haveli (7)Chhattisgarh State Electricity Board (8) Madhya Pradesh Audyogik 
Kendra Vikas Nigam (Indore) Ltd. (9) DISCOMS of Karnataka (10) DiSCOMS 
of Andhra Pradesh (11) Kerala State Electricity Board (12) TANGEDCO (13) 
Eiectricity Department Pondicherry (14) APEPDCL (15) APNPDCL (16) 
APWPDCL (17) APSPDCL (18) BESCOM (19) HESCOM (20) GESCOM 
(21) MESCOM (22) Chamundeswari Eiectricity Supply Corporation Ltd. 

3. Tariff details; 

Revised tariff for 2009- 2014 Tariff Block 


FY 

Asset No. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

2013-14 

Annual Fixed 
Costapproved 

1406.70 

161.40 

134.38 

126.62 

195.90 

205.69 

22 

Revised 
AFC based 
on truing up 

1410.73 

161.43 

134.56 

127.05 

198.89 

206.52 

21.99 


Transmission tariff for 2014- 2019 Tariff Block (? in Lakhs 


Effective DOCO — 01.01.2014 

Name of Asset 

Transmission tariff for tariff block 2014-19 

2014-15 

2015-16 

2016-17 

2017-18 

2018-19 

Combined Assets 
under Transmission 
System associated with 
Krishnapatnam UMPP - 
Parts 

10688.80 

11784.22 

12148.63 

12274.80 

12227.05 


4. A copy of the application made for determination of tariff is posted on the 
website of the applicant atwww.powergridindia.com. 

5. The suggestions and objections, if any, on the proposals for determination of 
tariff contained in the application be filed by any person, including the 
beneficiary, before the Secretary, Central Electricity Regulatory Commission, 
3 "^ & 4'*’ floor, Chandraiok Building, Janpath, New Delhi - 110 001 (or other 
address where the office of the Commission is situated), with a copy to the 
applicant at the address of its corporate office "Saudamini" Plot No. 2, Sector- 
29, Gurugram~122001, Haryanawithin 30 days of publication of this notice. 

Sd/- 

Place: GURUGRAM Mohd. Mohsin 

Date ; 30.01.2018 DGM (Commercial) 


"Give a missed call on toll free number 1800-200-3004 to get MoP Apps" 




HOUSING DEVELOPMENT FINANCE CORPORATION LTD. 

BRANCH : HDFC HOUSE, No.29, KAMARAJ ROAD, NEAR CIRCUIT HOUSE, 
COIMBATORE - 641 018. TEL: (0422) 4343954, 4343957 FAX : (0422) 2222530" 


DEMAND 

NOTICE 


Under Section 13 (2) of the Securitisation And Reconstruction Of Financial Assets And Enforcement Of Security interest Act, 2002 (Act) read with Rule 3 of the Security 
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. 

Whereas the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of Housing Development Finance Corporation Ltd. (HDFC Limited) under Securitisation And 
Reconstruction Of Financial Assets And Enforcement Of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under SectionlS (12) read with Rule 3 of 
the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued Demand Notices under Section 13 (2) of the said Act, calling upon the Borrowers/Guarantors listed 
hereunder, to pay the amount mentioned in the respective Demand Notice, within 60 days from the date of the respective Notice, as per details given below. The 
undersigned have, caused these Notice to be pasted on the premises of the last known respective address of the said Borrowers/Guarantors. Copies of the said Notice 
is available with the undersigned, and the said Borrowers/Guarantors may, if they so desire, collect the respective copy from the undersigned on any working day 
during normal office hours. 

in connection with the above. Notice is hereby given, once again, to the said Borrowers/Guarantors to pay to HDFC Limited, within 60 days from the date of publication 
of this Notice, the amount Indicated hereinbelow in their respective name, together with further Interest @ 18% p.a. as detailed in the said Demand Notice from the 
respective date mentioned below in column (c) till the date of payment and / or realisation, read with the loan agreement and other documents/writings, if any, executed 
by the said Borrowers/Guarantors. As security for due repayment of the loan, the following Secured Asset has been mortgaged to HDFC Limited by the said 
Borrower{s) respectively. 


s. 

No. 

Name & Address of 
Borrowef(s) 

Total Outstanding 
Dues 

Date of 
Demand 
Notice 

Description of Secured Asset(s) / 

Immovable Property(ies) 

(a) 

(b) 

(C) 

(ti) 

(e) 

1. 

Mrs. JayanthiN 

Mr. Shankar R 

Orchid Homes, Flat No: S2 

2nd Floor, Bharani Nagar 

Near Kumananchavadi Signal 
Katupakkam, Chennai-600056 
(address common for both above) 

Rs.25,89,066/- 
as on 

31.12.2017* 

24.01.2018 

All that piece and parcel of vacant land bearing Plot No.16, comprised 
in survey No.216/1A2A, "Bharani Nagar", situated at Kattuppakkam 
Village, poonamallee taluk, Thiruvallur District, measuring an extent of 
450 Sq.ft., Undivided share of land out of 1800 Sq. ft., or thereabouts 
together with 852 Sq. ft., built up area, bearing Flat No.S-2. 


*with further interest @ 18% p.a. as appHcable, incidental expenses, costs, charges etc incurred from 01-01-2018 till the date of payment and/or 
realization. 

if the said Borrowers shall fail to make payment to HDFC Limited as aforesaid, then HDFC Limited shall proceed against the above Secured Asset(s) / immovable 
Property (ies) under Section 13 (4) of the said Act and the applicable Rules entirely at the risk of the said Borrowers/Guarantors as to the costs and consequences. 
The said Borrowers/Guarantors is prohibited under the said Act to transfer the aforesaid Secured Asset (s) / Immovable Property (ies), whether by way of sale, lease 
or otherwise without the prior written consent of HDFC Limited. Any person who contravenes or abets contravention of the provisions of the Act or Rules made 
thereunder shall be liable for imprisonment and/or penalty as provided under the Act. 

Date : 05-02-2018 AUTHORISED OFFICER 

Place : COIMBATORE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT FINANCE CORPORATION LTD. 

Regd, Office: Ramon House, H T Parekh Marg, 169, Backbay Reclamation, Churchgate, Mumbai-400020 


TENDERS/NOTICES 


No.57, Kaliamman Koil Street, 
Sayee Nagar, Koyambedu, 
Chennai-600 106. 
{For Immovable Property (Rule 8(1}} 


Indian Overseas Bank 

^ KOYAMBEDU BRANCH 


POSSESSION NOTICE 


Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Indian Overseas Bank, Koyambedu Branch 
under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 and 
in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 
2002 issued a demand notice dated 22,09.2016 calling upon the borrower: M/s.A.N.Builders and Promoters, 
No.10/1 Angamuthu Street, Postal Audit Colony, Saiigrammam, Chennai-600093, 2. Mr.N.Narayanan, S/o. 
Mr.Narayanan, Partner, A.N.Builders and Promoters, No.59C, Venkatesh Nagar Extn~ll, 3 "^ Main Road, 
Virugambakkam, Chennai-600092, 3. Mr.V.Ayyappan, S/o.Mr.Veerasekaran, Partner, A.N.Builders and Promoters, 
1650/A, Thanthai Periyar Nagar, 4'^ Street Chekkalai Kottai, Karaikud)-630002, 4. Mr.P.Ramasubramanian, S/o. 
Mr.A.N. Pichaimanian, Partner, A.N.Builders and Promoters, No.4, Ramasamy Naicker Street, Muthupattinam, 
Karaikudi-630001, 5. Mr.R.Karu Manickam S/o. Mr.K.Ramasamy, Partner, A.N.Builders and Promoters, No.40, 
Vadakottai, Kannangudi Post, Devakottai-630316, 6. Mr.K.G.S.Chandrasekar, S/o.Mr.K.G.Shanmugasundaram, 
Partner, A.N.Builders and Promoters, 9, Muthoorani East, Muthupattinam, Karaikudi-630001, to repay the loan 
amount mentioned in the notice being a sum of Rs. 4,48,06,404/- (Rupees Four Crore Forty Eight Lakh Six 
Thousand Four Hundred Four Only) as on 22.09.2016 with further interest at contractual rates and rests, charges 
etc till date of realization within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice. 

The borrowers having failed to repay the amount in full, notice is hereby given to the borrowers and the public in 
general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of 
powers conferred on him/ her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rules on this 31st 
day of January of the year 2018. 

The borrowers in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and 
any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of Indian Overseas Bank for an amount of 
Rs. 4,48,06,404/- (Rupees Four Crore Forty Eight Lakh Six Thousand Four Hundred Four Only) as on 22.09.2016 
with interest thereon at contractual rates & rests as agreed along with overdue interest of 2%, charges etc., from 
the aforesaid date mentioned in the demand notice till date of payment less total repayments amounting to 
Rs.1,42,00,000/" (paid on various dates), made after issue of Demand Notice. The dues payable as on the date 
of taking possession is Rs.4,04,17,640.42 (Rupees Four Crore Four Lakhs Seventeen Thousand Six Hundred 
Forty and Raise Forty Two Only) payable with further interest at contractual rates & rests, along with overdue 
interest of 2%, charges etc., till date of payment. 

The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of Sub-section (8) of the Section 13 of the Act, in respect 
of time available to them, to redeem the secured assets. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES 


Prime Security: Item No.1 (Owned by Mr.Narayanan): All that piece and parcel of land and building, land 
measuring 10080 Sq.ft, in VGP Industrial Complex, comprised in Old Survey No.308/2A1 Part, New Survey 
No.308/53 Part, as per latest computer Patta No.2089, Sub-divided Survey Number is 308/80 Approved by 
LP/DM/DDTP.No.27/78, situated in Mevlurkuppam Village (Chettipedu), Sriperumbudur Taluk, 
Kancheepuram District standing in the name of Mr.Narayanan. Bounded on the; North by: Vacant Land 
remaining portion belong to VGP Housing (P) Ltd, South by: Mr.T.Ganesan Land, East by: 50 Feet Road and 
West by: Saveetha Engineering College Land. Measuring on the; North to South 90 running feet in the Eastern 
side, North to South 90 running feet in the Western side, East to West 100 running feet in the Northern side, East 
to West 124 running feet in the Southern side. The property situated within the Registration District of 
Kancheepuram and in the Sub-Registration District of Sriperumbudur. 

Item No.1 (Owned by Mr.T.Ganesan): All that piece and parcel of land and building, land measuring 7650 
Sq.ft, in VGP Industrial Complex, comprised in Old Survey No.308/2A1 Part, New Survey No.308/53 Part, as 
per latest computer Patta No.2076, Sub-divided Survey Number is 308/79 Approved by LP/DM/DDTP 
No.27/78, situated in Mevlurkuppam Village (Chettipedu), Sriperumbudur Taluk, Kancheepuram District 
standing in the name of Mr.T.Ganesan. Bounded on the; North by: Vacant Land remaining portion belongs to 
N.Narayanan, South by; 40 feet Road, East by: 50 Feet Road and West by; Saveetha Engineering College 
Land. Measuring on the; North to South 60 running feet in the Eastern side, North to South 60 running feet in the 
Western side, East to West 124 running feet in the Northern side. East to West 131 running feet in the Southern 
side. The property situated within the Registration District of Kancheepuram and in the Sub-Registration District 
of Sriperumbudur. 

Date : 31.01.2018 Authorised Officer 

Place: Chennai Indian Overseas Bank 



TENDER CUM AUCTION 
SALE NOTICE 


Regional Office:Nlagra Apartments, No.1, Sterling Road, 
Nungambakkam, Chennai -600034 
Tel. No; +91 - 44 28238250/ 28281109 
E-mail; ro1005@sib.co.m 

WHEREAS the Authorized Officer of the Bank had issued Demand Notice dated 12.04.2017 
u/s. 13(2) of the Act to borrower 1) Mr. K Saravanan, S/o. Mr. Kanniappan Mudaliar, Proprietor: 
M/s. Saravana Enterprises, 73B/9, Paliikoduthan Street, Kancheepuram-631502 (Also at Mr. K. 
Saravanan, S/o. Mr. Kanniappan Mudaliar, Door No. 73A/& 73/A2, Mettu Street, Kancheepuram- 
631501) and Guarantors 2) Mr. K. Murugadoss, S/o. Mr. Kanniappan Mudaliar, Door No. 73A/ 
& 73/A2, Mettu Street, Kancheepuram-631501 3) Mr. N. Kanniappan, S/o. Namasivaya Mudaliar, 
Door No. 73A/& 73/A2, Mettu Street, Kancheepuram~631501, under section 13(2) of the 
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financiai Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 
2002 (hereinafter referred to as The Act’) and has taken symbolic possession of the immovable 
properties, more fully described in the schedule hereunder under Section 13(4) of the Act read 
with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on 05.07.2017. 

AND WHEREAS, the borrowers have failed to pay the amount, notice is hereby given that the 
immovable properties more fully described in the Schedule hereunder will be sold by way of 
Tender Cum Auction on “as is where is" basis and "as is what is" condition, on the date and at the 
place mentioned herein below for realization of a sum of Rs.5,95,78,260.20 (Rupees Five 
Crores Ninety Five Lakhs Seventy Eight Thousand Two Hundred Sixty and Raise Twenty Only) 
as on 02.02.2018 with further interest and costs thereon from 03.02.2018., subject to the 
following terms and conditions:- 


Name of 

Property Owners 

1. Mr. K. Saravanan; 2. Mr. K Murugadoss 

3. Mr. N Kanniappan Mudaliar 

OescriDtion of orooertv 

All that piece and parcel of Land admeasuring 4449.50 Sq Feet with building bearing Door 
No.s 73/A & 73/A2 comprised in TS. No. 2617 & 2617/2, Mettu Street, Therukupattarai 
Village, Kancheepuram Taluk & District together with all other appurtenant rights and 
improvements thereon in the name of Mr. K Saravanan, Mr. K. Murugadoss & Mr. Kanniappan 
Mudaliar morefully described in the schedule to Sale Deed 3112/1999 dated 29.11.1999, 
Sale Deed 3111/1999 dated 29.11.1999 and Sale Deed 4057/1969 dated 02.08.1969 of 
SRO Joint 4. Kancheeouram with the followina boundaries:- Item No.1 (admeasurina 1022 
Sq Ft in the name of Mr. K Saravanan) North : Canal. South : Street. East: Plot No.A3. West: 
Plot No.AI. Item No.2 (admeasurina 738 So Ft in the name of Mr. K Muruoadoss) North : 

Canal. South : Street. East : Plot No.A3. West : Plot No.AI. Item No.3 (admeasurina 
2689.50 Sa Ft in the name of Mr. N KanniaoDan Mudaliar) North : Canal. South : Street. 

East: Property of Sankara Nainar, West : Main Road 

Reserve Price 

Rs 5,95,00,006/- (Rupees Five Crores Ninety Five Lakhs Only) 

Earnest Money 
Deposit (EMD) 

Rs.59,50,000/-( Rupees Fifty Nine Lakhs Fifty Thousand only) 

shall be paid by way of DD drawn in favour of "Authorised Officer, 

The South Indian Bank Limited" payable at Chennai /RTGS to "the 
Account No. 0110073000002376 of Authorised Officer, The South 
Indian Bank Ltd." Chennai Nungambakkam Branch and IFSC/NEFT 
Code is S1BL0000110 along with tender letter in a sealed cover to 
the Authorised Officer on or before 11.00 AM on 20.03.2018 

Date and Place 
of Sale 

On 20.03.2018 at 11.30 am at The South Indian Bank Ltd, 
Kancheepuram Branch, Door No.68, KPJ Complex, Kamarajar Road, 
Kancheepuram-631501 


TERIVIS AND CONDITIONS : 

1 )The proposed Tenderers shall read and understand the terms and conditions mentioned in 
the Tender Sale Notice which is published by the Bank in its Website/Kancheepuram Branch, 
Door No.68, KPJ Complex, Kamarajar Road, Kancheepuram-631501, and Regional Office at 
No.1, Niagara Apartments, Sterling Road, Nungambakkam, Chennai-600034 also visit the 
scheduled property and satisfy as to Its area, boundaries etc, ownership, title, encumbrances, 
statutory approvals, measurements etc. The Bank shall not entertain any dispute regarding the 
Tender process or the scheduled property after participating in the sale. 

2) Interested Tenderers shall produce a copy of any valid photo identity/ address proof. In case, 
the Tenderer is participating on authorization, he should produce authorization letter along with 
the ID proof of himself and the Tenderer. 

3) The Sealed Tenders along with EMD shall be submitted to Authorised Officer before 11.00 
AM on 20.03.2018 at The South Indian Bank Ltd, Kancheepuram Branch, at the above address. 
The sealed tenders will be opened by the AO on 20.03.2018 at 11.30 AM. Any tender received 
quoting a price below the Reserve price will be rejected outright 

4) After opening the tenders, the Tenderers who are present may be given an opportunity at the 
discretion of the Authorized Officer to have inter se bidding among themselves to enhance their 
offer price. 

5) The AO has got right to cancel/ postpone the Sale without assigning any reason whatsoever. 

6) The Successful Tenderer should pay 25 % of the Tender amount (less EMD) immediately on 
receipt of bid acceptance letter or not less than next working day after the date of sale in his 
favour and the balance 75% amount within 15 days of the sale, failing which the entire amount 
paid by the Tenderer shall be forfeited by the AO, without any notice. However, in desirable cases 
the time may be extended at the sole discretion of the AO. 

7) On the sale being confirmed and on receipt of the entire sale proceeds by the AO, the 
successful Tenderer will be issued with a Sale Certificate as per the terms and conditions of the 
Bank and the Act. The successful Tenderer should pay all the existing dues etc., to the 
Government/ Local Authorities including charges/ fees payable for registration of sale certificate 
such as registration Fees, Stamp Duty etc., as applicable as per law. 

8) The Authorised Officer has obtained EC/ search report regarding the property from 01.01.1987 
to 23.01.2018 and it contains no encumbrance. 

9) For any further information and for inspection of property, the intended Tenderers may 
contact the Authorised Officer, Regional Office, Chennai Niagra Apartments, No.1, Sterling Road, 
Nungambakkam, Chennai -600 034, Tamil Nadu, Ph. No. 044-28281109 or The South Indian 
Bank Ltd., Kancheepuram Branch Ph. 044 -27222662 during working hours. 

10) This may be treated as notice to the borrowers/ guarantors informing them that the 
property will be sold if the entire amount due to the Bank being Rs. 5,95,78,260.20 (Rupees Five 
Crores Ninety Five Lakhs Seventy Eight Thousand Two Hundred Sixty and Raise Twenty Only) as 
on 02.02.2018 with further interest and costs thereon from 03.02.2018 is not remitted on or 
before the date fixed for sale. 

Date : 03-02-2018 AUTHORISED OFFICER 

Place : Chennai (CHIEF MANAGER) 


Serving Customers With A Smile 


















































































































































































































































BJP MP Shatrughan Sinha says stature of 
ministers has diminished and perception of 
government reduced to “one-man show” 
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He (Modi) did 
not speak as 
'Prime Minister. 
He has uttered a 
tissue of iies and 
made baseiess 
and irresponsibie 
aiiegations 

— Siddaramaiah 
Karnataka CM 



IN BRIEF 


ATS arrest I 
terrorist’ in UP I 

Lucknow/Srinagar: The Uttar 
Pradesh ATS on Monday said 
it had arrested a terrorist 
who had close links with mili¬ 
tant groups operating in 
Kashmir Sheikh AM Akbai; a 
resident of Ghazipur district, 
was arrested from Lohia Path 
here, IG ATS Aseem Arun 
said. The senior police officer 
in a statement said four ter¬ 
rorists arrested from 
Bandipora in Kashmir on 
Sunday had told the police 
that Akbar was associated 
with them and had recently 
taken ^40,000 for supplying 
them with arms. 

Kasganj tense [ 
again due to arson | 

Lucknow: Tension prevailed 
in Kasganj once again after 
the door of a religious place 
was set on fire on Monday 
early morning in the Sabzi 
Mandi in Ganjdundwara area. 
District magistrate R.P. Singh 
and SSP Piyush Srivasatava 
immediately reached the 
spot and deployed security 
personnel. A huge crowd had 
collected in the area even as 
the fire was being put out. 

All shops in Ganjdundwara 
remained closed on Monday 
in protest against the 
incident. 

RYAN CASE: 
16-YR-OLD IN 
CHARGESHEET 


DC CORRESPONDENT 
with agency inputs 

GURGAON, FEB. 5 

The CBI on Monday charged a 
teenager with killing a seven- 
year-old student at a private 
school in Bhondsi here in Se¬ 
ptember last year in a bid to po¬ 
stpone exams and cancel a sch¬ 
eduled parent-teacher meeting. 

In its chargesheet filed before 
Additional Sessions Judge 
Jasbir Singh Kundu, the age¬ 
ncy said that sufficient oral, do¬ 
cumentary and forensic evide¬ 
nce has come on record to sub¬ 
stantiate that the 16-year-old 
accused had committed the m- 
urder on September 8 last year. 

“It is, therefore, prayed that 
since a case of committing of 
murder of Prince on Septem¬ 
ber 8, 2017 is made out against 
Bholu, this court may be ple¬ 
ased to take cognisance for the 
commission of offences pun¬ 
ishable under 302 (murder) of 
IPC against Bholu accordingly 
as per law,” it said. 

The victim’s body was found 
with the throat slit in the wash¬ 
room of the school. 

The agency also gave a clean 
chit to school bus conductor 
Ashok Kumar, who was earlier 
arrested by the Gurgaon 
Police, and sought his dis¬ 
charge. “He further stated that 
he had confessed to have com¬ 
mitted the murder of Prince 
under coercion and threat of 
police officers concerned of 
Gurgaon police. He further 
stated that he was tortured and 
beaten by Gurgaon police offi¬ 
cers,” the agency said. 

WOMAN SAVES 
HUSRAND 
FROM GOONS 

Lucknow, Feb. 5: In a coura¬ 
geous attempt, a woman in 
Kakori area here saved her 
husband from goons who were 
thrashing him ruthlessly with 
rods outside his residence, the 
police said on Monday. 

The footage of the incident, 
caught live on camera went 
viral on social and electronic 
media. 

In the video, the victim iden¬ 
tified as Abid Ali, a local jour¬ 
nalist, is seen being attacked by 
half a dozen man at the gate of 
his house. 

As Ali was being hit merci¬ 
lessly his wife, a lawyer, in a 
spontaneous reaction quickly 
pulled out a pistol and fired a 
few rounds and scared away 
the attackers, who were 
believed to be sent by Ali’s 
landlord as a result of some 
dispute between them, police 
said on Monday. 


Shah slams Congress over GST 

■ Says BJP spent three years ‘paving potholes that Congress had dug’ 


TEMPLE PLANS IN UAE 

IN A SYMBOLIC GESTURE, PRIME MINISTER 
NARENDRA MODI WILL THROUGH VIDEO-LINK 
PARTICIPATE IN THE CEREMONY TO LAY THE 
FOUNDATION FOR A HINDU TEMPLE IN ABU 
DHABI, THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES. 


FROM PAGE 1 

“Mr Shah listed at length 
his government’s 

achievements and what 
he called its “historic 
work” since it came to 
power, contrasting it with 
the Congress govern¬ 
ments, which he said had 
suffered from “acute poli¬ 
cy paralysis.” 

Asserting that a lot of 
the government's effort in 
the last three years had 
gone into “paving the pot¬ 
holes” that the Congress 
had dug in India over “55 
years of one-family rule”, 
Mr Shah attacked the 
Congress over its chief 
Rahul Gandhi’s mockery 
of the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) as the “Gabbar 
Singh Tax”. 

The GST is not a loot, 
instead it is for the benefit 
of the economy, Mr Shah 
said and went on to add 
that canards are being 
spread that the BJP was 
against GST when it was 
in Opposition. 

He also asked the 
Congress whether it was 
inciting people not to pay 


SHARAD MEETS 
LALU IN JAIL FOR 
ANTI-BJP FRONT 

DC CORRESPONDENT 

PATNA, FEB. 5 

Rebel JD(U) leader 
Sharad Yadav meeting 
with RJD Chief Lain 
Yadav inside the jail 
Lain is in has fuelled 
speculations regarding 
the emergence of an 
anti-BJP front before the 
2019 general elections. 

Sources claim that 
Sharad Yadav and other 
political leaders are 
making an effort to 
bring secular parties on 
one platform to oppose 
the NBA government at 
the Centre in the upcom¬ 
ing elections. 

RJD Chief Lalu Yadav 
has been at the forefront 
of building a larger sec¬ 
ular front against the 
BJP. Ahead of his meet¬ 
ing, Sharad Yadav 
accused the BJP of put¬ 
ting the country’s unity 
at risk through divisive 
politics. 

“Effort is being made 
to bring all opposition 
parties together on one 
platform. Before Lalu 
Yadav went to jail he 
spoke about the issue,” 
the ousted JD(U) leader 
said before he met Lalu 
Yadav inside Birsa 
Munda Jail on Monday. 



Samajwadi Party founder Mulayam Singh Yadav and 
noted lawyer and Rajya Sabha MP Ram Jethmalani in 


New Delhi on Monday. 

taxes. “Is a dacoity taking 
place here? Is legally 
claiming taxes from peo¬ 
ple a dacoity? Is this the 
understanding of people? 
And where does this 
Gabbar Singh Tax/GST 
go? It goes in the bank 
account of a jawan for giv¬ 
ing One Rank, One 
Pension, it goes in the 
bank account of widows 
of martyrs. It goes 
towards giving the poor 
women (clean cooking 
fuel) Ujjwala Yojana,” Mr 
Shah said. 

The BJP chief also 
pitched for simultaneous 


- PTI 

Assembly and Lok Sabha 
elections, besides touch¬ 
ing upon a host of meas¬ 
ures taken by his govern¬ 
ment, including Triple 
Talaq and the OBC 
Commission Bill that are 
stuck in the Upper House. 

Mr Modi, who sat in the 
Upper House for nearly 
three hours, later tweeted, 
“A wonderful speech by 
BJP President Amit Shah 
in Rajya Sabha.” 

Ghulam Nabi Azad, 
Leader of Opposition and 
senior Congress leader, 
took on the ruling party 
over various issues. 


including systemic 
attempts to “polarise” the 
nation. Mr Azad said that 
the Modi government is 
not a “game changer” but 
just a “name changer,” 
and listed out schemes of 
the Congress govern¬ 
ments that have been 
renamed. 

“There is only one party 
and people of their choice 
and those belonging to 
them are getting employ¬ 
ment and opportunities,” 
Mr Azad said, and 
attacked the government 
saying that today a differ¬ 
ent form of appeasement 
is taking place. 

“A fear psychosis has set 
in. You cannot see when 
you are in power. If some¬ 
one is scared to talk to the 
Opposition or transact 
with them, it is not good 
for democracy or freedom 
of speech or even freedom 
of business.” 

Accusing the govern¬ 
ment of dividing the coun¬ 
try, Mr Azad said, “You 
have divided Shias and 
Sunnis. Now you are 
dividing husband and 
wife. 



Captain Kapil Kundu’s sister mourns after his mortal remains were brought at 


AFS Palam in New Delhi on Monday. 


-PTI 


Ruckus in J&K Assembly 
over ceasefire violations 



DC CORRESPONDENT 

SRINAGAR, FEB. 5 

Jammu and Kashmir 
Assembly on Monday 
witnessed a ruckus over 
the Army and civilians 
casualties caused in the 
latest ceasefire violation 
by Pakistani troops al¬ 
ong the Line of Control, 
leading to the adjourn¬ 
ment of the House. 

Four Army soldiers 
including a captain were 
killed and two others 
and a BSF trooper and 
two civilians injured in 
the Pakistani firing in 
Bhimber Gali sector of 
Raj ouri district and 
Shahpur sector in neigh¬ 
bouring Poonch district 
on Sunday. The cross- 
LoC firing was reported 
also from Manjakote 
area of Rajouri and at a 
couple of places in 
Poonch during the day. 

The Army had said 
that the Pakistani troops 


used small and medium 
automatic weapons and 
mortar guns to target 
the Indian forward posts 
and civilian areas in 
these sectors. It also said 
the Indian troops retali¬ 
ated “strongly and effec¬ 
tively” to “unprovoked 
and indiscriminate” fir¬ 
ing by the Pakistani 
troops, using the same 
calibre weaponry. 

In view of tensions and 
to prevent harm coming 
to students and teachers, 
the authorities ordered 
closure of 84 schools 
located in close proximi¬ 
ty to the LoC in Rajouri 
for three days. “We’ve 
closed 84 schools for 
three days as a precau¬ 
tionary measure. We’ve 
also deputed teams to 
assess the loss to proper¬ 
ties and livestock in the 
Pakistani firing in the 
district,” said Rajouri’s 
deputy commissioner 
Shahid Iqbal Choudhary. 


INDIA LODGES 
PROTEST OYER 
ARMY DEATHS 

DC CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI, FEB. 5 

India on Monday lodged 
a strong protest with 
Pakistan in Islamabad 
over the ceasefire viola¬ 
tions by Pakistani forces 
which led to the death of 
four Army personnel “A 
protest has been lodged 
by the Indian High Com¬ 
mission in Islamabad 
with Pakistani authori¬ 
ties," sources said. 
Pakistani forces have 
been engaging in unpro¬ 
voked ceasefire viola¬ 
tions both at the LoC 
and the international 
border in J&K, while the 
Indian Army has been 
retaliating strongly. 


K'TAKA CM HITS 
BACK AT NODI 

FROM PAGE 1 

This came as a retort to 
Modi's assertion that the 
countdown for the exit of 
the Siddaramaiah govern¬ 
ment had begun and it 
was at the exit gate. 

Sounding the poll bugle 
for the upcoming 
Assembly polls in 
Karnataka, Modi had 
accused the 

Siddaramaiah govern¬ 
ment of creating new 
records in corruption and 
dubbed it a "10 per cent 
commission government." 

"If they have evidence to 
prove, let them furnish 
the documents under 
which project or scheme 
corruption happened," the 
chief minister said. 

Modi had alleged crimi¬ 
nals were ruling the roost 
and "ease of doing mur¬ 
ders" was being dis¬ 
cussed in the state while 
his government talked of 
ease of doing business. 


GIRI URGES FOR 

INDEPENDENT 

INVESTIGATION 

DC CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI, FEB. 5 

Heated exchanges am¬ 
ong senior advocates Du- 
shyant Dave, Pallav Si- 
sodia and Justice D.Y 
Chandrachud marred 
the day’s proceedings in 
the Supreme Court hear¬ 
ing the petitions seeking 
an SIT probe into the 
death of Judge B.H. 
Loya. 

Mr Dave intervened 
and told the court that 
the purpose of filing this 
petition by Mr. Sisodia 
was to prevent a hearing 
of the petition filed in 
Bombay High Court. 

He objected to Mr 
Sisodia and Mr Salve 
appearing for BJP 
President Amit Shah 
and now appearing for 
other parties. 

He said, “the Bar 
Council of India has 
issued notice to me for 
misconduct for raising 
voice of truth while peo¬ 
ple who have indulged in 
misconduct like them 
get away. I won’t be 
cowed down.” 

M r 
Sisodia 
turned 
towards 
Mr. Dave 
sand said, 

“Dave, we 
don’t care 
what you 
say... you 
can go to 
hell or 
heaven or 
wherever 
you 
want.” 


SPECIAL EVENT 


■ Modi will also 
visit the huge 
Sultan Qaboos 
Mosque in 
Muscat during 
his three-nation 
visit to 
Palestines, the 
UAE and Oman 
from February 9 
to 12. 


■ Modi will be hosted in 
Abu Dhabi where he will 
reach on the evening of 
February 10 by 

H UAE PRESIDENT and Abu 
Dhabi ruler Sheikh Al- 
Nahyan. 

■ IN MUSCAT, Oman, Modi 
will meet the ruler Sultan 
Qaboos. 


■ MODI WILL then travel to Dubai where he 
will deliver speak at the World Government 
Summit on technology. 




II 




OIL TIES 


■ THE UAE is supplying 
over 5 million barrels of 
oil for India’s strategic 
oil reserves that will be 
stored on caverns built 
at Pudur, Mangalore in 
Karnataka. 


■ OFFICIALS SAID that in the past one year, 
about $4 billion in investment in FDIs and 
commitments had been made from the UAE 
in various sectors and another about US$ 5 
billion in portfolios that explains the “mar¬ 
ket buoyancy”. 


CHILD MARRIAGE VICTIM 
AnENDS SCHOOL HIDING THALI 


Tiruvannamalai: Feb. 5 

(PTI) A class 10 girl student 
of a school near here got 
married a year ago and was 
attending classes all along 
hiding her marital status by 
concealing her mangalsutra 
in her dress. A victim of 
child marriage, prohibited 
under Prohibition of Child 
Marriage Act 2006, the girl 
got married when she was 
only about 14. An anony¬ 
mous petition was submit¬ 
ted to the Mahila Court here 
and following the plea, 
action was initiated by the 
District Social Welfare 
Officer and subsequently a 
senior official on Monday 
inspected the girl's school. 
Chairman of the District 
Legal Services Authority 
and District Judge 
Mahizhendhi on Monday 
inspected the school, and 
spoke to the girl and her 
class mates, DLSA sources 
told PTI. The girl, a resident 
of a village near Arani town 
which is about 60 km from 
here is studying in a 
Government Higher 


Secondary School in the 
hamlet. Though she was 
married, she did not dis¬ 
close it and continued to 
attend classes as usual. She 
was found concealing the 
mangalsutra in her dress, 
the sources said. The peti¬ 
tion seeking action has been 
forwarded to the DLSA and 
secretary of the authority, 
K. Rajmohan has sought a 
report from the Social and 
Child Welfare Committee 
officials. The Social and 
Child Welfare officials have 
been asked to explain on 
how the child marriage took 
place and steps taken fol¬ 
lowing the complaint. The 
report will be placed before 
the DLSA Tuesday and 
appropriate legal action, 
including criminal prosecu¬ 
tion, will be initiated 
against those responsible 
for the marriage, the 
sources said. 

Last year, a girl in 
Tiruvannamalai district 
had thwarted her underage 
marriage by informing 
authorites. —PTI 


CRIME FILES 


BILLIONAIRE BOOKED FOR CHEATING 


New Delhi, Feb. 

5: The CBI has 
booked billionaire 
diamond merch¬ 
ant Nirav Modi, 
his brother and 
wife and a busi¬ 
ness partner for 
allegedly cheating 
Punjab National 
Bank of over 
^280.70 crore crore during 
2017, officials said. 

The CBI has acted on a 
complaint from the Punjab 
National Bank, which all¬ 


eged that Modi, 
his brother Ni- 
shal, wife Ami 
and Mehul Chi- 
nubhai Choksi, 
all partners of 
Diamon ‘R’ US, 
Solar Fxports, 
Stellar Dia¬ 
monds, were in 
conspiracy 
with officials of the bank 
and cheated it, causing 
“wrongful loss”, the offi¬ 
cials said. 

— PTI 



INDRANI SENT TO 2-DAY CUSTODY 


New Delhi, Feb. 5: 

A special court 
here on Monday 
sent Indrani Mu- 
kerjea, a prime acc¬ 
used in the Sheena 
Bora murder case, 
to two days CBI cus¬ 
tody in connection 
with a case related 
to INK Media. 

Special CBI Judge 
Sunil Rana allowed 
the CBI to interrogate 
Indrani for two days and 
directed that she be brought 


before it on 
February 7. 

Senior Cong¬ 
ress leader P. 
C h i d a m - 
baram’s son 
Karti’s name 
has also 

cropped up in 
the case, which 
relates to For- 
e i g n 
Investment 
Promotion Board approval 
granted in 2007 for receipt of 
funds by INK Media. —PTI 



Only law can govern marriage: SC 


DC CORRESPONDENT 
WITH AGENCY INPUTS 

NEW DELHI, FEB. 5 

The Supreme Court today 
asked khap panchayats not to 
behave like the conscience 
keeper of society, pointing 
out that a marriage between 
two adults was governed by 
the law. 

A bench headed by Chief 
Justice Dipak Misra said it 
would set up a high-level 
committee consisting of sen¬ 
ior police officers to deal 
with issues relating to inter¬ 
vention in marriages by bod¬ 
ies such as khap panchayats. 

“Whether the law prohibits 
or allows a particular mar¬ 


riage, the law will take its 
own course. Don’t be the con¬ 
science keeper (of society),” 
the bench, also comprising 
justices A.M. Khanwilkar 
and D.Y. Chandrachud, said. 

The observation came 
when a counsel representing 
a khap panchayat said it had 
been encouraging inter-caste 
and inter-faith marriages 
and referred to provisions of 
the Hindu Marriage Act 
which prohibit a union 
between ‘sapinda’ relation¬ 
ships or close blood relatives 
among Hindus. 

The lawyer said the khap 
had been performing its 
duties as the conscience 
keeper of society. 


LOOK OUT CIRCULAR AGAINST ROHINI 
ASHRAM FOUNDER: CBI 


New Delhi, Feb. 5: The 
CBI on Monday told the 
Delhi High Court that a 
look out circular (LOC) has 
been issued against 
Virender Dev Dixit, who 
allegedly kept girls and 
women confined at an 
ashram founded by him 
here. The agency made the 
submission after a bench 

“We are on a very funda¬ 
mental issue. The marriage 
is between two adults and it 
is their choice. You cannot 


and Justice C. Hari 
Shankar asked whether 
Dixit had joined the CBI 
probe into the running of 
his ashrams and the com¬ 
plaints against him. 

The court also said the 
ashram was not a ‘vishwa- 
vidyalaya or university. 

— PTI 

take the law into your 
hands,” the bench said, 
adding that khaps had “no 
business.” 


Govt. IK of Bihar 


Cabinet Secretariat Department 

(Directorate of Civil Aviation) 


Dated 02-02-2018 


Patna Airport, Patna-800014. 

Letter.No: CBN{msc.) -11/2017-437Patna, 

Re-Tender Notice 

Sealed tenders are invited from DGCA approved organization/Company/Firms having adequate 
experience for the following works of Bihar Govt. King Air C-90 A/B Aircraft VT-EBG S/N1752 
The details of work :- 

A. Removal, overhaul of following components with required spares and installation. 


SI.No 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


(iv) 


(V) 


Description 


Main landing Gear assy (LH) 


Main landing Gear assy (RH) 


Nose landing Gear assy 


Propeller assy (LH) 


Propeller assy (RH) 


P/N 


90-810039-1 


90-810039-2 


101-820029-31 


HC-E4N-3N/E4N00131-11.SL No. HH4554 


HC-E4N-3N/E4N00131-11. SL No. HH4579 


Qty. 


01 


01 


01 


01 


01 


B. 


C. 


Procurement of following spares and their installation on Aircraft 

SI. No. 01 to 10 (List attached). 

S/N. 11,12,13, & 14 spares will be provided by Govt, of Bihar. (List attached) and required to be 
installed on aircraft. 

D. Re-charging of 02 Bottle of aircraft. 

Terms and Condition 

1. Tender must reach to the Director-cum-Spl. Secretary civil aviation directorate, Patna airport, 
Patna-14 on or before 27‘'' Feb/201S at 1700 Hrs. 

2. Bidders shall submit their offer in two separate envelopes labeled as Technical Bid and Financial 
Bid. These two Bids shall be kept In another big envelope which should be sealed and described 
"Tender for overhaul and replacement of components of King Air C-90 A/B, S/n-1752 Aircraft". 

3. Technical Bid should contain work experience of organization/Company/Firms (Overhaul of 
Hartzeli propeller and Landing Gear) for min lOYrs. 

4. Income tax return of previous year and proof of annual turnover along with audited financial 
statement of last three years should be submitted along with Technical bid. 

5. Company should submit a certificate that the company has not been black listed by any 
organization/Govt. sector or Public sector unit. 

6. Bank draft of Rs 50,000/- as security money payable to Director-cum chief pilot. Directorate of 
civil aviation, Govt, of Bihar. 

7. Financial bid should contain total charges including spares required for completion of all the 
explained works. 

8. Financial bid will be opened only of those tenderer whose technical bid will be found in order. 

9. Security money of unsuccessful bidders will be refunded immediately after final selection. 

10. Work should be completed within 20 days after positioning the aircraft at the decided sight. 

11. Technical bid will be opened at ISOOHrs on 06’” March, 2018. 

12. Financial bids of technically qualified bidders will be opened on 07'” March, 2018 at 1530 Hrs. 

13. Tender will be opened before the committee headed by Principal Secretary, Cabinet Secretariat 
Department, Bihar, Patna at his official chamber or by Departmental Purchase Committee so 
authorized by him before bidders/authorized representatives 

14. The successful Tenderer will have to sign an agreement as per rule, any violation of agreement 
will be deemed as breach of contract and accordingly legal action will be taken. 

15. If the contractor fails to provide the service within the contract period a penalty @1% of the 
total Overhaul/replacement charges will be deducted per day. 

16. In case of any dispute the matter will be decided in the judicature of High court, Patna. 

17. The principal secretary cabinet secretariat Department, Govt. Bihar reserves the right to 
reject/cancel any/ail tenders without assigning any reason thereof. 

18. The further details of the tender can be seen on the departmental website www.csd.bih.nic.in 
and www.prdbihar.gov.) n 

PR. No. 13369 (CABINET SECRETARIAT) 2017-18 Director-cum-SpL Secretary 
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MIND 
ANAIS NIN 

We do not see things as they are, 
we see things as we are 


POWER 

BUCKMINSTER FULLER 

The best way to predict the 
future is to design it 
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TDP among allies 
unhappy with B JP 


O n Sunday, Telugu Desam Party supremo and Andhra Pradesh 
chief minister N. Chandrababu Naidu took a step close to the 
brink and then retracted, although he appears deeply upset with 
the BJP for not reciprocating his pursuit of “coalition dharma”. 
He did not announce the breaking of ties with the saffron party for the 
next general election like the Shiv Sena, the BJP’s oldest ally, did recent¬ 
ly, though this was seriously speculated. But he gave the BJP a fright. 

That’s why Union home minister Rajnath Singh and BJP president Amit 
Shah telephoned to ask him not to take a “hard” decision, and hinting his 
state’s demands could be favourably considered in the discussion on the 
Budget in Parliament. 

But Mr Naidu was visibly upset with the 2018-19 Budget presented last 
week. Although this was the NDA’s last full-fledged Budget before the next 
Lok Sabha polls, the BJP hasn’t agreed to any of Andhra Pradesh’s 
demands: special status for the state after the creation of Telengana in 
2014 and the resultant loss of revenues, financial support for establishing 
Amravati, the new state capital, and the Polavaram project. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi met the CM 
recently, after ducking him for a year and a 
half. This has rankled. Politically, the TDP 
seems all too aware that the Centre’s stock is 
down with many sections of society, especially 
farmers. The Gujarat election was a pointer, 
and has been followed by the BJP’s drubbing 
in the recent Rajasthan by elect ions. 

There are two other considerations — the 
BJP is not growing in Andhra Pradesh and 
cannot be a thorn in the TDP’s side in an elec¬ 
tion. Besides, the TDP is confident of winning 
the Muslim vote, as was demonstrated in the 
Nandyal byelection. Thus, it’s the BJP which 
should be running after the TDP, not the other 
way around. 

After the Centre rebuffed the TDP in the 
Budget, Mr Naidu called a meeting of all party MPs, state legislators and 
other leaders on Sunday to discuss ties with the BJP. The TDP decided not 
to pull the plug, and wait instead to see what the Centre offers as financial 
support to keep the relationship going. 

Nevertheless, in Parliament during the Budget Session, the TDP plans to 
play a demonstrative role to highlight Andhra Pradesh’s demands, almost 
like an Opposition party. It should be remembered that well before the 
Budget on February 1, the TDP, a part of the ruling NDA coalition, had 
voted with Opposition parties in the Rajya Sabha on the triple talaq issue. 

Lately, the Akali Dal has also spoken of “coalition dharma” and sup¬ 
ported the TDP’s cause. The BJP’s ties with key allies — Shiv Sena, Akali 
Dal and TDP — are under strain. This is partly because the allies realise 
the ruling party is faltering. 


After the Centre 
rebuffed the TDP 
in the budget, 
Mr Naidu called 
a meeting of all 
his party MPs, 
state legislators 
and other leaders 
on Sunday to 
discuss ties 
with the BJP 


Stirring communal pot in UP 

A dding to a distressing sequence of stirring the communal pot in the 
country is BJP MP Vinay Katiyar’s comment that the Taj Mahal 
would soon become the “Tej Mandir”. While a lone legislator’s 
eccentric remark may mean little in terms of such preposterous ideas 
being entertained officially, the damage this does to communal harmony 
is most worrisome. Yogi Adityanath’s UP government may also be sus¬ 
pected to be the power behind influencing the decision to open the 10-day 
Taj Mahotsav in Agra, near India’s most famous monument, with a dance 
drama on Lord Ram this year. This of course is one way to display power 
in a continuous effort at one-upmanship over the history of the region and 
the never-ending quest to build a Ram temple in Ayodhya. 

The saffronisation of issues in sensitive Uttar Pradesh is an ongoing 
process. Adding another dollop of controversy to this was a senior IPS offi¬ 
cer, UP’s Home Guards DG, reportedly taking a pledge for early Ram tem¬ 
ple construction. He may now be backtracking with claims that his words 
were misinterpreted, but it’s clear the officer is in serious breach of rules 
and regulations governing those in government service. Merely asking 
him for an explanation is like treating gross indiscipline with kid gloves. 
No officer of high rank can treat service regulations with such disdain. 
While they have the right to hold their own view on any matter, no one in 
the administration can be so openly political in public. Such flagrant 
breach of the apolitical status of civil servants or military personnel 
shouldn’t be allowed to go unpunished. 


Deccan Chronicle 


A.T.Jayanti 0.Thomas 

Editor Printer & Pubiisher 

R. Mohan 

Resident Editor 

Deccan Chronicle offices are located at: 

Chennai: SP 3 Developed Plot, Industrial Estate, Guindy, Chennai 600032. Phones: (044) 22254747, 
22254748 

Coimbatore; 77 Vivekananda Road, Ramnagar, Coimbatore 641009. Phone: (0422) 2231255,2231256 
Hyderabad: 36, Sarojini Devi Road, Secunderabad 500 003. Phone: (040) 27803930-4. Fax: (040) 
27805256. 

Bengaluru: 5th Floor, BMTC Commercial Complex, 80 Ft. Road, Koramangala, Bangalore-560095. Ph: 
08043460500; Fax: 080-22960551/52/55 

Visakhapatnam: Survey No. 1/3A Beach Road, Near Kail asagiri Ropeway, Sector-9 MVP Colony, 
Visakhapatnam - 530 017. Phones: (0891) 2552333/2552334, Fax (0891) 2755285 
Vijayawada: No. C 3 & 4, Patamata, Industrial Estate, Auto Nagar, Vijayawada (A.P.). Phones: (0866) 
2555284/ 2555287, Fax (0866) 2555234 

Rajahmundry: Vemagiri, Dhawleswaram Rd, Rajahmundry 533125. Phones: (0883) 2417208,2417618 
Anantapur: Thapovan Colony, Bangalore Bye-Pass Road, Anantapur 515004. Phones: (08554) 276903, 
Fax: 08554-276904 

Nellore; Survey No. 527/2, BurranpurVillage, Venkatachalam (M), Chemudugunta Panchayat, Nellore. 
Phone: (0861) 2348581/ 82, Telefax (0861) 2348580 

Karimnagar: Survey No. 1341, Vavilalapally Colony, jagityala Road, Karimnagar 505 001. 

Phone: (0878 ) 2228908; Telefax (0878) 2220433 

Kochi: No. 3-B, 3rd Floor, DD TRADE TOWER, Kaloor-Kadavanthara Road, Ernakulam, 

Ph: 0484-4039408 

Kozhikode: No 6/1002 E, First Floor City Mall, 0pp. Y MCA Kannur Road, Kozhikode - 673 001 
Fax: 0495 4019018 

Thiruvananthapuram: St Joseph Press Thycaud post. Cotton FI ills, Thiruvananthapuram-14, Ph: 0471- 
2735105/6/7, Fax: 0471-4016112 Gram: CHRONICLE Postal registration no: No. H/SD-348/2006-08s 



Koreas’ Olympic thaw: 
Dreams of peace rise... 



Sreeram 

Chaulia 


Foreign Pulse 


P yongyang is 
coming to 
Pyeongchang. 
The 2018 

Winter 
Olympics, being hosted 
by South Korea from 
February 9 to 25, will 
witness the rare sight of 
athletes from sworn 
antagonists North and 
South Korea marching 
together under a “unifi¬ 
cation flag” in the open¬ 
ing ceremony and field¬ 
ing a combined team in 
the women’s ice hockey 
event. 

The spectacle is all the 
more captivating 

because there are simul¬ 
taneous visits by North 
Korean art troupes, 
orchestras and high- 
ranking government 
officials to the South to 
make the Pyeongchang 
Olympics an unforget¬ 
table visual moment in 
international history. 

For the instinctively 
secretive and jingoistic 
North Korea to cheer a 
Winter Olympics being 
hosted by its arch-rival 
is not an insignificant 
step. When South Korea 
was to host the Summer 
Olympics in 1988, then 
North Korean dictator 
Kim II-Sung ordered a 
boycott and unleashed 
his intelligence agents to 
blow up a South Korean 
passenger plane months 
before the Seoul Games, 
killing all 125 people on 
board in midair. The 
North’s motive was to 
create international 
panic about safety and 
security in the South, 
and thereby scare away 
foreigners from attend¬ 
ing the Seoul Olympics. 

Nonetheless, the 
North’s terror ploy 
failed and the 1988 
Summer Games were 
hugely successful. Never 
willing to concede the 
inter-Korean ego contest 
of one-upmanship, the 
North organised a paral¬ 
lel Olympics-level event 
of its own in 1989 by 
spending an estimated 
$4 billion and crowing 
about how more country 
delegations were its 
guests than at the Seoul 


Olympics. 

Behind the North’s 
jealousy and attempts to 
score points over the 
South was the quest to 
demonstrate that its 
model of one-party, one- 
man Communist author¬ 
itarian rule was superi¬ 
or to the latter’s pro- 
Western and gradually 
democratising form of 
government. Proving to 
its people that the Kim 
dynasty was more inde¬ 
pendent and infinitely 
fairer than “puppet” 
South Korea remains a 
key tenet of the North 
Korean regime’s sur¬ 
vival strategy. 

That is why North 
Korea is such a tightly 
sealed hermit kingdom 
where citizens’ mobility 
and their access to hap¬ 
penings abroad are 
heavily restricted. 
Dissing the South and 
hiding its remarkable 
economic and political 
achievements are core 
tenets of the relentless 
propaganda machinery 
in North Korea. 

Yet, the Pyeongchang 
Winter Olympics are 
occurring at a different 
juncture and point to a 
new turn. The current 
tyrant in Pyongyang, 
Kim Jong-un, has 
realised he can’t perpet¬ 
uate his hold on power 
by antagonising and 
alienating South Korea. 
With Russia and even 
China slowly joining 
hands with the United 
States to tighten the 
United Nations econom¬ 
ic sanctions noose as 
punishment for Mr 
Kim’s nuclear and mis¬ 
sile tests, there is only 
one consistent voice call¬ 
ing for an accommoda¬ 
tive and negotiated 
approach toward him — 
liberal South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in. 

Mr Kim wants to take 
advantage of Mr Moon’s 
war-aversion and low 
threshold of tolerance 
for any catastrophic 
clash unleashed by US 
President Donald 
Trump’s bellicosity. The 
so-called “bloody nose” 
doctrine, favoured by 


Trump administration 
hawks, is a plan to 
launch a limited pre¬ 
emptive US military 
attack on a North 
Korean target to force 
Mr Kim to back down on 
his nuclear and missile 
development agenda. 

Despite Mr Kim’s typi¬ 
cal bravado, he knows 
that well-enforced UN 
sanctions plus a precise 
American military 
strike could squeeze him 
badly and spell doom. 
The only rational way 
out of the predicament 
for the wily Mr Kim is to 
wave the olive branch to 
Mr Moon and rupture 
the unity between the 
US and South Korea. 

In Mr Moon, Mr Kim 
has a partner willing to 
relaunch the “Sunshine 
policy” of peace which 
was implemented by Mr 
Moon’s mentor. 

President Roh Moo- 
hyun, from 1998 to 2008. 
It’s not a coincidence 
that the last time when 
North and South Korean 
athletes marched jointly 
at the Olympics were in 
Sydney in 2000 and 
Athens in 2004, when Mr 
Moon was a close aide of 
President Roh, who 
believed in the path of 
peaceful reconciliation 
with the North. 

Mr Moon floated the 
proposal for a unified 
sports team with North 
Korea for the 
Pyeongchang Winter 
Olympics in June 2017, 
itself as a means to ease 
nerve-wracking ten¬ 
sions and prevent a 
calamitous war as Mr 
Kim and Mr Trump 
were spoiling for a fight. 
But Mr Kim did not take 
up Mr Moon’s offer then. 
What changed in the 
ensuing months are the 
circumstances of grow¬ 
ing international una¬ 
nimity against Mr Kim’s 
nuclear brinkmanship. 

Whenever cornered. 
North Korean leaders 
devise crafty schemes to 
extract concessions by 

In Mr Moon, Mr 
Kim has a partner 
willing to relaunch 
the ‘Sunshine 
policy’ of peace 
which was imple¬ 
mented by Mr 
Moon’s mentor, 
President Roh 
Moo-hyun, from 
1998 to 2008 


exploiting South Korea’s 
liberalism and emotion¬ 
al ethnic nationalism, 
which pines for reunifi¬ 
cation of the Korean 
peninsula and treats 
North Koreans as unfor¬ 
tunate siblings who 
must be embraced and 
uplifted. Already, Mr 
Kim has wrung one com¬ 
promise from Mr Moon 
in return for the North’s 
dramatic entry into the 
Pyeongchang Olympics. 
Seoul persuaded Washi- 
n^on to postpone joint 
military exercises as a 
confidence-building 
measure with Pyong¬ 
yang. If Mr Moon goes 
further and offers eco¬ 
nomic aid to Mr Kim or 
revives inter-Korean 
industrial and tourist 
projects, it will bring 
considerable relief to the 
North from the sanc- 
tions-driven cash 

crunch. 

But what happens once 
the Winter Olympics are 
over? The real games 
will begin. Mr Kim’s 
menacing New Year 
promise to “mass-pro¬ 
duce” nukes and mis¬ 
siles suggests that he 
may sooner or later 
resume provocative 
launches to attain his 
strategic goal of attain¬ 
ing reliable deterrence 
capability against the 
US. Mr Trump may be 
compelled to go beyond 
words and order kinetic 
action. And younger and 
conservative South 
Koreans, who oppose 
dovishness, may pres¬ 
sure Mr Moon to stop 
blind appeasement of 
the trickster and butch¬ 
er Mr Kim. 

The Olympics thaw 
could fizzle out as the 
structural underpin¬ 
nings of the geopolitical 
crisis over the Korean 
peninsula are 

unchanged. Ultimately, 
unless there is an over¬ 
throw of the Kim 
dynasty in Pyongyang or 
a grand accommodation 
between the US and 
China, permanent peace 
in this region is a fanta¬ 
sy. But even a tactical 
and opportunistic pause 
in belligerence due to the 
Olympics is welcome. 
The two high-strung 
Koreas need to breathe 
and exult as one people, 
if only temporarily. 

The writer is a professor 
and dean of the Jindal 
School of International 
Affairs 


LETTERS 


SILENT KILLER 

The article Depression: Silent 
killer at large (Feb.5) made 
worthwhile reading. 
Medication is inevitable for 
those suffering from 
depression. One can easily 
make out the depressed 
condition in a person by 
his/her conversation and 
action. Generally, headache 
stomachache and leg pain, 
come under physical ailments 
and they affect the person 
concerned too much. 
Depressed persons affect 
people around by their 
strange expressions and 
behavior. Hence, they need to 
be treated not only on an 
urgent basis but also for a 
long period. Medication and 
unalloyed love from the 
family in particular can help 
the depressed ones lead a 
normal life. 

S. Ramakrishnasayee, 

Chennai 

SHAMEFUL ACT 

A good academician and a talented 
research scholar, A. Ganapathy, 
VC, Bharathiyar University, has 
now won the notoriety of being the 
first VC to be arrested for taking 
bribe and getting caught red-handed 
by DVAC. His misdeed has belittled 
the esteem post. It is evident from 
the reports that after he assumed the 
VC post, there were allegations of 
corruption against him and espe¬ 
cially in the selection of faculty 
members. His brazen audacity to sk¬ 
ip the higher education secretary's 
fax to defer the selection and to go 
ahead with the approval of improper 
selection and making an innocent 
officer a prey, is shocking and expos¬ 
es his autocratic unlawful act. 

M. Govindaraj, Gudiyatham 

HEALTH INSURANCE 

This refers to your Oped article 
Baffling Budget: Public health for 
private wealth? (Feb. 3). Insurance is 
only for in-patient care and it won't 
cover doctors' fees, medicines and 
tests, if not hospitalised. Many of the 
chronic ailments do not need hospi¬ 
talisation. Infant and maternal 
health mostly depends on nutrition 
factors and old people require costly 
medicines. There is no system to 
strengthen our public health care 
system and the poor do not know to 
access to urban hospitals. For every¬ 
day health issues they need good pri¬ 
mary health centres. Poor often pre¬ 
fer outpatient healthcare and some 
diseases like tuberculosis, malaria, 
diarrhoea do not need hospitalisa¬ 
tion. Like eradication of polio, infant 
and maternal health may be 
improved and free or low cost impor¬ 
tant medicines are the need of the 
poor as they continue to 
pay out from pocket for treatment at 
home. 

Suresh V.V., Vellore 

Every Monday the best 
letter of the week wins 

?500. 

Mail your letters to 
editor@deccanmail.com 
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‘Spyware’ apps 
in your phone 
pose a big risk 



ealth freaks can be quite a 
pain. You know the type: 
they turn up their nose at 
nihari, count their calo¬ 


ries and crusade against carbohy¬ 
drates. Given half a chance they’ll 
bore you with tales of their gym 
exploits, preach the cult of CrossFit 
and the benefits of boot camp, all 
the while counting steps on their 
accursed Fitbits. Because, much 
like vegans, they seem to feel that 
it’s not enough to simply practice; 
one must also preach. And of 
course, it’s no fun just competing 
against yourself: thanks to fitness 
apps that record and share the 
details of your workout, you can 
now show off your regimen to vir¬ 
tual strangers. Which brings us to 
the latest: while fitness evangelists 
have always been annoying, now 
they’re a bona fide security threat. 

Take the online fitness tracker 
Strava: Using your mobile phone’s 
GPS and also data from other fit¬ 
ness devices like Fitbit and 
Jawbone, it publishes “heat maps” 
showing the routes taken by its 


users as they jog, walk or bicycle, 
with the more frequently used 
routes showing up as brighter 
lines. 

Now that’s fine when it comes to a 
public park or jogging track, but 
less so when it comes to military 
bases like the Bagram airbase in 
Afghanistan. A nerve centre of US 
operations in the Forever War, 
Bagram has been targeted by the 
Afghan Taliban, insider attacks 
and espionage, but now it seems 
that the latest security threat 
comes from jogging US military 
personnel sharing their location 
data with the world. 

When you look at the map, you 
can tell which routes in the bases 
are used most frequently, and can 
even work out which nearby roads 
are more frequently patrolled — 
useful information for attackers 
and infiltrators. A similar problem 
was seen in the US forward bases 
in Helmand, and the base at Tanf in 
Syria. By contrast, few lights show 
up on Russian bases and none on 
Iranian bases in Syria: apparently 


being less wired has its upside. 
Moreover, a hacker who accesses 
Strava’s data can also potentially 
track individual users and — if 
they happen to be military person¬ 
nel — can come up with a fairly 
accurate picture of military 
deployment schedules. 

This isn’t the first time apps have 
rung alarm bells in security cir¬ 
cles. The Pokemon Go! fad sparked 
similar concerns in China, the US 
and Israel — to name just three 
countries. The Israeli army banned 
soldiers from playing Pokemon Go 
for fear that they could inadver¬ 
tently expose military secrets — 
given that the app requires access 
to users’ locations and camera 
there are real concerns that sol¬ 
diers hunting Pokemon on a mili¬ 
tary base could very well give away 
crucial information. 

The US, for its part, also warned 
military personnel of the dangers 
and also cautioned them to make 
sure they had installed the original 
game, and not one of the many 
counterfeit apps that one can find 


on the internet — bootleg versions 
of popular apps like WhatsApp, for 
example, which are riddled with 
spyware and malware that can 
allow access to your personal data. 

In the Ukraine conflict, it was 
reported that Russian hackers 
developed a “poisoned” version of 
a Ukrainian military app used for 
processing targeting data for a 
weapon called the D-30 Howitzer. 

Currently the most dangerous 
spyware masquerading as an app 
is considered to be Chrysaor, devel¬ 
oped by Israeli firm NSO Group 
Technologies. Discovered by 
researchers at Google and Lookout, 
it can hack users’ cameras and 
microphone, as well as track calls, 
messages and internet history. 

But even if you’re using original 
apps and being careful about not 
displaying your location or allow¬ 
ing those apps access to your cam¬ 
era, you’re still streaming tons of 
information about yourself to any¬ 
one with a capability of tapping 
that stream. 

And the world’s top Intel agencies 


very much have that capability: 
according to classified documents 
leaked by whistleblower Edward 
Snowden America’s National 
Security Agency and the UK’s 
Government Communications 
Headquarters have spent billions 
developing the ability to scoop up 
user data from commercially avail¬ 
able apps like Angry Birds — min¬ 
ing metadata and user submitted 
profile data — allowing them to 
develop accurate profiles of users 
(including their political affilia¬ 
tions) and even potentially track 
their movements. 

This then is the brave new world 
of global surveillance; one where 
our very phones can be used to 
compromise us. For militaries and 
governments across the world it 
poses a new challenge to opera¬ 
tional security and also provides 
an opportunity for the more tech¬ 
nologically advanced. It’s not just 
loose lips that can sink ships any¬ 
more. 

By arrangement with Dawn 











































Word 

DETERGE 


SPY 

DERACINATE 


To cleanse something 
thoroughly 


To tear something up 
by the roots 



Maharishi used catapults to let Beatles meditate 


ir 


n 

Saeed Naqvi 

n 

Wide Angle 


FLASHBACK 50 YEARS AGO 


T his February is 
the 50th 

anniversary of 
the Beatles’ 

sojourn with 
Maharishi 
Mahesh Yogi at 
his ashram in 
Rishikesh. I may be forgiven a 
touch of nostalgia. I participat¬ 
ed in that idyllic, transforma¬ 
tional twist the Beatles gave to 
their image: “Holy singers 
from the Hermitage.” In recent 
decades I have been puzzled by 
first-hand accounts of that visi¬ 
tation written by folks who 
either claim or at least create 
an illusion of having been 
there. The puzzle is that as far 
as I know, I was the only “jour¬ 
nalist” who had the 
Maharishi’s nod to stay in the 
ashram during that hallowed 
period. 

The Beatles were not the only 
ones who sat cross-legged 
around the Maharishi as 
around an altar. There were 
others — the Beach Boys, Paul 


Horn the flutist, Donovan, 
writing a song a day, one of 
which I have kept as my exclu¬ 
sive possession: ''When the sun 
is tucked away in bed,/You 
worry about the life you 
led./There’s only one thing to 
do,/Let the Maharishi lead 
you.” 

The non-singing stars, who 
caught the limelight, were Mia 
Farrow and her sister 
Prudence. The galaxy of stars 
at the ashram may have placed 
Prudence in the category of 
less noticed meditators. But 
she grabbed everyone’s atten¬ 
tion when a sadhu looking 
after her hut rushed to 
Maharishi’s cell with an unbe¬ 
lievable report — Prudence 
had slipped into a meditative 
trance which had lasted from 
dawn to dusk and was still con¬ 
tinuing. 

This gave Maharishi the 
sales pitch he was looking for 
after the setback at the hands 
of Beatles drummer Ringo 
Starr, who described the 


ashram with supreme irrever¬ 
ence as a “Butlin’s holiday 
camp”, and left. Butlin was an 
inexpensive holiday camp 
chain in the England of the 
1960s. 

To encourage meditative 
marathons of the kind 
Prudence was in the thrall of, 
Maharishi would have to find 
some deterrence for the crows 
which had multiplied in the 
ashram foraging on the frugal 
fare the meditators had care¬ 
lessly dropped. The challenge 
for the Maharishi was to keep 
Chaurasi Kutiya out of bounds 
for the noisy avians, but with¬ 
out resorting to violence. 

The trick, suggested by 
ashram manager Suresh Babu, 
a close relative of the guru, was 
to arm the sadhus with cata¬ 
pults. The ammunition would 
be nothing more lethal than 
paper balls which would scare 
the crows but not hurt them. 
White-robed sadhus with cata¬ 
pults on the ready became a 
comical sight the next day. I 
am not certain if the trick to 
deter crows actually worked, 
but establishing noiseless 
serenity around Prudence 
Farrow’s hut became a high 
priority with the guru. It was 
this heightened concern which 
caused him to visit her hut fre¬ 
quently, giving rise to a 
rumour that Maharishi had 


made a pass at Prudence. In 
reality, of course, the rumour 
was a function of Prudence’s 
fevered imagination. 

Mia Farrow was a problem 
for another reason — she was a 
compulsive smoker. 

“Cigarettes only”, Suresh 
Babu would wink. There 
appeared to be a tacit under¬ 
standing among the 
ashramites that if someone 
was suspected of smoking mar¬ 
ijuana, there would be no whis¬ 
tle-blowing. But Mia had creat¬ 
ed a particular problem for 
Suresh Babu, a meek man in 
all circumstances. She regular¬ 
ly sat on a chair outside his cot¬ 
tage, wreathed in circles of 
smoke, causing raised eye¬ 
brows among the sadhus and 
the more earnest meditators. 

Matters came to a head one 
day when Raghu Singh, my 
photographer, summoned up 
enough courage to photograph 
Mia Farrow either lighting a 
cigarette or making rings with 
the smoke. The frame would be 
perfect if Suresh Babu were 
also in it. Raghu did manage 
that photograph, but only at a 
price — Mia gave him chase, 
screaming “b*****d”, past the 
sleepy sadhu manning the 


gate. Raghu would not be 
allowed in the ashram any 
more, Suresh Babu announced 
afterwards. 

This was easier said than 
done. The military alertness 
that the battalion of sadhus 
had displayed during the first 
week or so of the Beatles 
arrival had given way to a 
meditative serenity — except 
for the crowing of crows, as I 
mention elsewhere. The initial 
burly burly was over once the 
reporters and photographers 
who had laid siege to the 
ashram had been successfully 
turned away. 

This opened the way for one 
or two parked outside the 
ashram, wailing and beating 
their breast that their wrecked 
lives could only be repaired by 
Maharishi. They did get in, 
armed with cameras, and their 
“wrecked” lives were placed on 
the fast lane of enormous 
financial success. They made a 
killing hawking their Beatles 
experience in pictures and 
words. 

Raghu Singh, on the other 
hand, never placed any value 
on the Beatles story. He didn’t 
know who they were. 

He precipitated the Mia 


It is elementary that 
ideas and trends initiat¬ 
ed in the West take 
time reaching the East. 
But the Beatles were 
the most prominent 
counter culture group 
seeking solace in Indian 
spiritualism away from 
the soullessness of 
Western materialism. 

Farrow incident because he 
had decided, inside himself, 
that the story was over after 
the first burst of excitement. 

Indeed, Raghu Singh’s boss, 
Raghu Rai, who later evolved 
as the country’s greatest pho¬ 
tographer, never went back to 
the ashram after the first day 
when he took a historic shot of 
the Beatles clustered around 
the Maharishi in the shadow of 
a large tree. It was a world 
scoop. Raghu Rai never 
returned to the ashram 
because, he said, he “had no 
interest in the Beatles”. 

The reluctance of the austere 
news editor, R.N. Sharma, to 
let me have office transport to 
drive to Rishikesh indicated 
the same mindset. It was only 
the encouragement I received 
from Desmond Doig who, along 
with his bevy of boys, edited a 


cult youth magazine. Junior 
Statesman, that the Beatles 
assignment was sustained for 
weeks. It is, of course, a pity 
that files of the JS with price¬ 
less pictorial coverage of hap¬ 
penings at the ashram appear 
to have been mysteriously lost. 
These include a picture of John 
Lennon virtually sitting on the 
Maharishi’s lap in a cramped 
helicopter commandeered 
from Khambatta Airways for a 
joyride over the Himalayas. 
This trip led to some security 
issues that were raised with 
the Maharishi. 

It is elementary that ideas 
and trends initiated in the 
West take time reaching the 
East. But the Beatles were the 
most prominent counter cul¬ 
ture group seeking solace in 
Indian spiritualism, away 
from the soullessness of 
Western materialism. 

They were a continuation of a 
trend inaugurated by the Beat 
generation in the 1950s. 
Remember Allen Ginsberg’s 
extended sojourn in Varanasi, 
expressing despair: "America, 
I’ve given you all and now I’m 
nothing./ Your machinery is too 
much for me./ You made me 
want to be a saint.” 

The writer is a senior 
journalist and commentator 
based in New Delhi 


Theresa May must lead or quit 


James 

Forsyth 


T he Brexit “Inner 
Cabinet” met last 
week. It was meant to 
be an important 
meeting, one which 
made some real progress on 
deciding what kind of econom¬ 
ic relationship with the EU the 
UK is seeking. Senior civil ser¬ 
vants had been told that the 
crucial topic of the Irish bor¬ 
der would be on the agenda. 
This is one of the hardest parts 
of the Brexit equation to solve, 
and the answer will reveal 
plenty about the kind of trade 
deal the UK is seeking and the 
trade-offs it is prepared to 
make. 

But when the agenda for the 
meeting was circulated the 
previous night, Ireland was 
not there. This left only data 
and security — the two least 
controversial of the nine ques¬ 
tions that the Brexit Cabinet is 
meant to address. As one mem¬ 
ber remarked to me after¬ 
wards: “We didn’t do the con¬ 
tentious stuff today.” 

This fits a pattern. Prime 
Minister Theresa May has 
become so frightened of putting 
a foot wrong that she’s now 
extremely reluctant to confront 
any controversial issue. This is 
an exceedingly dangerous posi¬ 
tion for a Prime Minister. You 
can’t lead if you can’t make 
decisions. Her timidity has 
been exacerbated by the elec¬ 
tion. Her unusually bold call to 
go to the country four years 
early blew up in her face and as 
a result, she is more cautious 
than ever — at exactly the time 
when her country needs her to 
be most decisive. 

Since the debacle of the lost 
majority. Conservatives have 
mostly refrained from com¬ 
plaining. Ms May was needed 
to keep the party together and 
her departure would have trig¬ 
gered a fratricidal civil war; 
she had to stay in place to get 
over the first hurdle of the 
Brexit talks. But Tory patience 


is running out. One member of 
the Brexit Inner Cabinet has 
taken to warning people that 
the government’s Brexit poli¬ 
cy-making “looks worse from 
the inside than the outside”. 

The Prime Minister is either 
unwilling or unable to tackle 
the single biggest question fac¬ 
ing the country: what will the 
“end-state” relationship with 
the EU look like? We have 
barely more detail now than 
when she delivered her 
Lancaster House speech more 
than a year ago. Is this because 
Ms May doesn’t dare to be spe¬ 
cific, as she knows she’ll disap¬ 
point — at the very least — one 
wing of her party? Or because 
she can’t decide? Tories who 
complain that civil servants 
have captured the process are 
aiming at the wrong target. 
They are only filling a vacuum 
where the political leadership 
ought to be. 

Ms May must set out, in some 
detail, the kind of trade deal 
she is aiming for, and it was 
assumed until recently that 
she’d do it this month. But No. 
10 now says that the only 
Brexit-related speech planned 
is one she’ll deliver at the 
Munich Security Conference. 
This must change. If Ms May 
can’t give a speech setting out 
what the UK wants, she can’t 
lead. 

What makes this so frustrat¬ 
ing is that there are now signs 
that the EU governments are 
prepared to engage construc¬ 
tively; there is far less of a 
desire to “punish” Britain 
than in the immediate after- 
math of the vote. The Belgians, 
normally among the more the¬ 
ological EU members, have, 
pragmatically, come out for a 
supercharged trade deal: 
“Canada in the jargon. 
The Italians have declared that 
it is “completely unrealistic” 
to exclude financial services 
from the deal. But there’s no 
detailed UK proposal on how 
they should be included that 
the Italians, or anyone else, 
can rally around. 

Ms May’s trip to Davos was 
another missed opportunity. 
When she had the world’s 
attention she could have set 
out the UK’s stall and urged 
global business to lobby the EU 
to engage constructively with 


Theresa May’s trip to 
Davos was another 
missed opportunity. 
When she had the 
world’s attention she 
could have set out the 
UK’s stall and urged 
global business to 
lobby the EU to engage 
constructively with 
these proposals. 

these proposals. She could 
have used her speech to sell 
Brexit Britain as a great place 
to do business, setting out the 
opportunities that there will be 
once this country is outside 
the EU. But instead she 
reached into her back cata¬ 
logue and scolded the technolo¬ 
gy companies. 

When Chancellor of 
Germany Angela Merkel 
expresses her frustration that 
Ms May won’t say what the UK 
wants, she is only saying what 
many ministers are thinking. 

Britain is the country that is 
leaving and so the onus is on 
us to make clear what kind of 
relationship we’re now looking 
for. If, as Philip Hammond 
says, the Brexit negotiations 
are like a courtship, it is past 
time for the UK to declare its 
intentions. 

It isn’t just European leaders 
who want Ms May to say more: 
her own cabinet does too. One 
minister tells me that the cur¬ 
rent uncertainty “is driving us 
all mad”. There is a desire just 
to see a decision made, for Ms 
May to lead. As this source 
puts it: “The making of the 
decision would be incredibly 
helpful” as it would allow 
departments to start planning 
for Brexit properly and for the 
Tories to start honing the polit¬ 
ical argument for the deal Ms 
May wants. 

So far, the consensus has 
been that however bad the May 
premiership is, trying to 
change horses would be worse. 
One of those frequently tipped 
for the top job if Ms May goes 
says that a leadership contest 
would be “like the Grand 
National — utter chaos, and no 
one will know who will come 
through in the end”. 

Both sides of the Tory tribe 


took this view. Remainers saw 
her as preferable to the hard¬ 
line Brexiteer who would like¬ 
ly succeed her, and Leavers 
thought she would get the job 
done. But that sense is slip¬ 
ping. As one denizen of the tea¬ 
room puts it: “The Brexiteers 
who were holding on to her for 
fear of something worse aren’t 
as motivated.” This is partly 
why those MPs publicly criti¬ 
cising Ms May have had so lit¬ 
tle pushback. Tories who have 
gone public with their criti¬ 
cisms of her are not being 
shunned in the way that those 
who tried to move against her 
after party conference were. 

Then there is what one cabi¬ 
net minister calls “the JRM 
question”. Since Jacob Rees- 
Mogg became leader of the 
European Research Group, the 
most powerful Tory euroscep¬ 
tic lobby, its tone towards the 
government has changed quite 
markedly. It has become far 
more critical. This is loosening 
the bonds that tied the 
Eurosceptics to Ms May. Just 
as importantly, it is making 
Tory MPs who voted Remain 
more willing to criticise the 
PM publicly. The Rees-Mogg 
broadsides give them cover to 
do so without looking like they 
are somehow trying to frus¬ 
trate Brexit. 

There is still time for her to 
change. To realise that she is 
stronger in relation to her cab¬ 
inet than she realises. If Ms 
May announced that she had 
come to a series of decisions on 
the UK’s negotiating position, 
her audacity would carry the 
day. Leadership would bring 
its own reward. 

After that, she needs an idea 
of the kind of country she 
wants Britain to be, because 
the government’s shrunken 
domestic programme offers no 
vision at all. Ms May’s defend¬ 
ers advance two reasons for 
this. Brexit is all-consuming, 
they say. But Brexit also 
requires this country to think 
afresh about how it will make 
its way in the world. The last 
election went so wrong for the 
Tories, in part, because Ms 
May thought Brexit was 
enough. It is not. Voters look 
for a leader with ideas — and 
worry when they find none. 
Brexit ought to provide a stim¬ 


ulus for domestic policy 
reform in much the way that 
the nation-defining events of 
the 20th century did. 

The second argument from 
May’s apologists is that a hung 
Parliament makes radical leg¬ 
islation nigh-on impossible. 
But this confuses law-making 
with governing: plenty can be 
done without legislation. If Ms 
May embraced Jeremy Hunt’s 
idea of a 10-year funding settle¬ 
ment for the National Health 
Service it wouldn’t need its 
own bill; it could simply be 
done via the budget each year. 
This would put the Tories on 
the front foot rather than cow¬ 
ering in the corner as Labour 
attacks. The Tories should not 
be afraid to dare Labour to 
vote legislation down. Would 
Mr Corbyn really whip his 
MPs to vote against a bill to 
ensure that planning permis¬ 
sions are lost if developers 
don’t build houses quickly 
enough? 

Things are not critical yet. But 
they will be soon. In a few 
months, Ms May will take her 
party into local elections and if 
she leads them into a series of 
historic defeats there will be a 
reckoning. Those pressing to act 
against her are now convinced 
that losses in these elections — 
expected to be steep in London 
and Birmingham — will offer 
the best chance to garner 
enough signatures for a no-con¬ 
fidence vote. The opinion polls 
suggest the Tories are level peg¬ 
ging with Labour; the actual 
elections could suggest that they 
are heading for disaster. 

What should worry No. 10 
most about the past ten days is 
how many level-headed Tory 
MPs are beginning to think it 
is worth rolling the dice; that 
while a change of leader might 
be messy, things can hardly be 
worse than they are now. This 
is not mutiny, as such, it’s 
something more powerful: a 
growing conviction that this 
drift can’t go on and that it’s 
their job, as MPs, to ensure 
their party and country is 
given that direction. Ms May 
can either provide that leader¬ 
ship herself — or lose her grip 
on the party and on power. 

By arrangement with the 

Spectator 
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Swami Chaitanya Keerti 



observe and awaken 
your intelligence 

T he journey of our life seems to be a very strange jour¬ 
ney, which begins in deep unconsciousness as a new 
born child who does not know why the birth has hap¬ 
pened. For his existence and his survival, the child is utterly 
dependent on the people who look after him and teach him to 
live their own particular way. The child himself does not 
know what is the right way. What is being taught to him in, 
becomes the right way of living. Society around him does not 
allow his own intelligence to unfold or grow and he becomes 
fully burdened with a certain conditioning imposed by the 
people surrounding him. This becomes a long journey of 
social conditioning, an imitation and a borrowed life. 

It is the role of an enlightened master, a Sadguru, if we are 
fortunate to come across in our life, to guide us to awaken 
our inner intelligence and remind us of our true self. With 
him it becomes a new journey of awakening, realising our 
potential on the path of meditation. Ordinarily, within us we 
have two currents — one is of thoughts, which is very domi¬ 
nant. The other current, which we rarely feel, is the current 
of watchfulness. The enlightened master Osho tells us the 
distinction. An ordinary man has one current of thought 
within him, the watcher is 
asleep; the meditator has two 
parallel currents within him, 
thought and watching. Within 
an enlightened person only one 
current remains, that is watch¬ 
ing. Thinking has died. But 
because you have to learn 
watching from a state of think¬ 
ing, you will have to meditate 
on thought and watching side 
by side. If we have to move 
from thought to watching, we 
will have to meditate on thought and watching simultane¬ 
ously. Osho calls it right-observation or right-remembrance. 
Mahavira has called it ‘wakeful intelligence’; mindfulness 
and wakeful intelligence. The one who is watching the 
thoughts is your wakeful intelligence. It is very easy to find 
thinkers, but it is difficult to find someone whose intelligence 
is awake. Awaken your intelligence. I have told you how to 
awaken it — by watching your thoughts with awareness. If 
you watch the actions of the body, the body will disappear; if 
you watch your racing thoughts, the thought process, then 
the thoughts will disappear; and if you observe your emo¬ 
tions closely, then the emotions will disappear. I have said 
that for the purification of emotions, allow love to come in 
place of hatred and friendship in place of enmity. Now I tell 
you to also be aware of this truth: there is a dimension 
behind the one who is loving and the one who is hating, 
which is just awareness — which neither loves nor hates. It 
is simply a witness. It sometimes watches hatred and some¬ 
times watches love happening, but it is simply watching. 

The writer, editor o/Osho World, is the author of 
Mindfulness: The Master Key 
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PUZZLE BY DAN SCHOENHOLZ 


ACROSS 

28 Draft choice 

51 *“l don’t care 

11 Big bargains. 


29 Still competing 

either way” 

maybe 

1 1, for 45° 

30 Show_ 

55 Baseball great Hodges 

12 Challenge to 

8 Spotlight hog 

31 The Wildcats of 

56 Sign of summer 

13 Hip-hop’s Salt-N- 

11 Circuit 

the Big 12 

57 Kitchen tools 

19 Crack in the crust 

14 Radio component 

Conference, 

58 Numbskull 

21 Surprisingly, it 

15 1961 Literature 

informally 

59 “Yikes!” 

just might work 

Nobelist Andric 

34 Bank statement 

60 Reachable 

22 Octet in “The 12 Days of 

16 Words of 

abbreviation 


Christmas” 

homage 

35 *Sort with 

DOWN 

23 Breathing problem 

17*First Supreme 

a full schedule 


24 Jumps rarely attempted in 

Court 

37 Essen article 

1_Express (train 

women's figure skating 

chief justice 

38 Respectful 

from Delhi to Agra) 

27 Christmas song 

18 Bungles 

greeting 

2 Latin lover's word 

contraction 

20 Conciliatory 

40 gun 

3 Kind of root 

30 Depress, with “out” 

offering 

(sci-fi weapon) 

in math 

31 Knowledge 

21 *lt’s west of 

41 Paraphernalia 

4 Crime show 

32 Rib 

Okinawa 

42 Cougar prey 

sound effect 

33 Made a faux pas 

22 Johnny who sang 

43 Medication-regulating 

5 Legally prohibit 

35 Common fund-raiser 

on the duet 

org. 

6 Occurrences 

36 Diva’s accessory 

“Too Much, Too 

44 “I’ve seen_” 

during half-moons 

39 Place where one is 

Little, Too Late” 

45 Visa problem 

7 Test 

encouraged to swear? 

25 Beverage 

47 Obeyed an order 

8 Word before 

41 Ski slope sight 

43 “How ya holdin’ up?” 

that contains 

at the dentist’s 

calling or learning 

taurine 

48 *Oil, jocularly 

9 Circumvent 

44 Perpetual period in Narnia 

26 Part of a stage 

49 Neighbor of Ky. 

10 Hypothetical 

“The Lion, the Witch and the 

27 Bluejacket 

50 Generally 

settlement 

Wardrobe” 


45 _stadium, home of the 

49ers 

46 NJ. city on the Hudson 

47 Grow red, say 

48 _party 

51 Longtime news inits. 

52 Currency adopted after the 
Meiji Restoration 

53 _chart 

54 Exploit 
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Ecuador votes bar on presidential re-elec¬ 
tion in blow to ex-leader Rafael Correa 
who had been eyeing a comeback in 2021 



DECCAN CHRONICLE 


TUESDAY I 6 FEBRUARY 2018 I CHENNAI 


Myanmar faces 
) a very serious 
crisis — with a 
potentially 
severe impact 
on the security 
of the region 



— Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, 
High Commissioner 
for Human Rights 





23 killed in DR I 
Congo ethnic clash I 

Kinshasa: At least 23 mem¬ 
bers of the Hema ethnic 
group were killed since 
Friday in renewed violence in 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo’s Ituri province, a 
leader of the group said in a 
statement on Monday. A 
high-ranking provincial offi¬ 
cial, who did not wish to be 
named confirmed the toll 
since Friday and added that 
10 fighters from the Lendu, a 
rival ethnic group, had died. 

Planets heyond I 
Milky Way found I 

Washington: Astrophysicists 
have for the first time discov¬ 
ered a population of planets 
beyond the Milky Way, using 
data from NASA’s Chandra X- 
ray Observatory. Researchers 
at University of Oklahoma 
used microlensing to detect 
the objects in extragalactic 
galaxies that range from 
mass of Moon to mass of 
Jupiter. Microlensing 
uses light bent 
by gravity itself 
to detect planets. 

Boko Haram kills 2, 1 
military gels control I 


Maiduguri: Boko Haram 
fighters stormed a vil¬ 
lage in Nigeria and killed 
two people as military 
said the jihadists were 
defeated. The attack 
happened on Sunday 
evening at Alau-Kofa vil¬ 
lage, some 12 km from 
Borno state capital, 
Maiduguri. “Boko Haram 
came to our village last 
night at about 8 pm fir¬ 
ing guns and rocket-pro¬ 
pelled grenades (RPGs) 
,” Bulama Bukar, who 
lives in Alau-Kofa said. 
“Two people were burnt 
alive and the village was 
burnt, along with our 
food.” Bukar said the 
jihadists “came to steal 
cattle” but abandoned 
the plan when soldiers 
arrived. 


ARMS REDUCTION 


Russia reminded 
of N^rsenal deal 

■ It’s time for Russia to exchange data: US 


Washington, Feb. 5: 

The United States, which 
just unveiled a new agg¬ 
ressive nuclear strategy, 
has met the limits set on 
its arsenal under the 
New START Treaty, 
which enters a new 
phase on Monday, and 
reminded Russia to 
uphold its commitments. 

The strategic arms red¬ 
uction treaty was signed 
by Washington and Mos¬ 
cow in 2010, and 
took effect in February 
2011. 

It calls for the gradual 
reduction over 10 years 
of the number of 
nuclear warheads held 
by both sides, limits on 
the number of delivery 
systems, a strict verifica¬ 
tion regime and data 
exchanges. 

“The US and Russia 
have implemented the 
Treaty on Measures for 
the Further Reduction 
and Limitation of Stra¬ 
tegic Offensive Arms 
(New START Treaty) for 
seven years,” the State 
Department said in a 
statement. 

“February 5, 2018 

marks the date that the 
treaty’s central limits on 
each country’s strategic 
nuclear arsenal take 
effect.” 

Washington said it had 
already fulfilled its com¬ 
mitments by August 
2017, said the statement 
issued by department 
spokeswoman Heather 


■ THE NEW START 

Treaty signed by US 
and Russia in 2010, 
calls for gradual 
reduction of nuclear 
warheads over 10 yrs 

■ FEBRUARY 5,2018 

marks the date the 
treaty’s central limits 
on each country’s 
strategic nuclear arse¬ 
nal take effect 

Nauert. 

Russia has “repeatedly 
stated its commitment” 
to the treaty, including 
meeting the central lim¬ 
its, and we expect our 
upcoming data exchange 
under the treaty to reaf¬ 
firm that commitment.” 

On Thursday, Nauert 
had said that 
Washington had “no rea¬ 
son to believe” that 
Russia would not meet 
its goals. 

“Within the next 
month or so, both coun¬ 
tries will exchange their 
data und-er the strategic 
nuclear arsenals, as we 
have done bilaterally 
under the treaty’s terms 
for the last seven years,” 
she said. 

“We hope each country 
will confirm the compli¬ 
ance of the other as soon 
as possible after this 
data exchange.” 

The beginning on Mo¬ 
nday of the new “central 


limits” phase under the 
New START Treaty 
comes just days after the 
Pentagon announced its 
new nuclear policy. 

According to Washing¬ 
ton, Moscow is in the 
process of modernising 
its arsenal of 2,000 tacti¬ 
cal nuclear weapons. 
Those efforts are not 
monitored by the New 
START Treaty, which 
only accounts for strate¬ 
gic weapons that serve as 
deterrents. The treaty 
was reached under the 
administration of 

Barack Obama 

The State Department 
said today that imple¬ 
mentation of the accord 
“enhances the safety and 
security of the United 
States and our allies and 
makes strategic rela¬ 
tions between the United 
States and the Russian 
Federation more stable, 
transparent, and pre¬ 
dictable.” 

US-Russia ties are 
strained at best, as the 
controversy over what 
US intelligence says was 
Russian meddling in the 
2016 presidential elec¬ 
tion drags on. 

The State Department 
said adherence to the 
treaty was “critically 
important at a time 
when trust in the rela¬ 
tionship has deteriorat¬ 
ed, and the threat of mis¬ 
calculation and misperce 
ption has risen.” 

— AFP 



US President Donald Trump greets cheerleaders from Florida Atlantic University 
prior to a Super Bowl party at his golf club in Florida on Monday. - AFP 



Snow covered Red Square with the Spasskaya Tower, left, and St. Basils Cathedral, right, after a snowstorm in 
Moscow, Russia on Monday. A weekend-long snowstorm in Moscow has delayed flights, cut power supplies to 
nearby villages and even prompted authorities to call a snow day, a highly unusual occurrence in the frost-resist- 
ant Russian capital. - AP 


SAMSUNG HEIR 
SET FREE BY 
S.K0REA COURT 

Seoul, Feb. 5: A South 
Korean appeals court on 
Monday dismissed most 
of Samsung heir Lee 
Jae-Yong’s bribery con¬ 
victions and cut his 
prison sentence to a sus¬ 
pended term, ordering 
his immediate release. 

Judges said Lee, vice 
chairman of the world’s 
biggest smartphone and 
memory chip maker 
Samsung Electronics, 
had been forced to offer 
bribes to then-president 
Park Geun-Hye and her 
close confidante. 

Samsung Electronics, 
which last week report¬ 
ed record profits, is the 
flagship subsidiary of 
the giant Samsung 
group, by far the biggest 
of the family-controlled 
conglomerates known as 
chaebols that dominate 
Asia’s fourth-largest 
economy. The chaebols 
played key roles in the 
South’s dramatic eco¬ 
nomic growth, but have 
long had close and some¬ 
times murky ties with 
political authorities. 

Commentators said 
Monday’s decision was 
in keeping with past 
lenient legal treatment 
of their leaders. At his 
original trial Lee, 49, 
was convicted of a range 
of offences, including 
bribery, embezzlement, 
money laundering and 
perjury in parliament. 

— PTI 


Emergency declared in 
Maldives for 15 davs 


Male, Feb. 5 The political 
crisis in the Maldives 
deepened on Monday with 
a local news organisation 
Rajje TV saying that the 
country has declared an 
emergency for 15 days. 

Earlier in the day, 
sources within the 
Maldivian Supreme Court 
sought the intervention of 
India and other nations to 
ensure that the “rule of 
law” is upheld in the coun¬ 
try, news reports said. 

The Maldives govern¬ 
ment had declared that it 
would not comply with a 
Supreme Court order on 
February 1 to release nine 
Opposition MPs and said 
any attempt to impeach or 
arrest President Abdulla 
Yameen would be illegal. 

The court had also 
ordered the reinstatement 


■ SOURCES WITHIN 
Maldivian Supreme 
Court sought the 
Intervention of India 
to uphold ‘rule of law’ 

■ REPORTS said the 
SC judges may be 
sacked 

of 12 lawmakers who had 
been stripped of their 
Parliamentary seats by 
Yameen’s party for 
“defecting” in 2017, saying 
their removal was uncon¬ 
stitutional, Reuters 
reported. 

The reinstatement of the 
dozen legislators, who 
now belong to opposition 
parties, would have 
caused Yameen's party to 
lose its majority in the 85- 


member parliament. 

Media reports said that 
Yameen was looking to 
sack the judges of the 
Supreme Court, including 
Chief Justice Abdulla 
Saeed. The Ministry of 
External Affairs in India 
had earlier stated that it 
was looking for a peaceful 
resolution to the crisis. 

Apart from India, the 
UN, Britain, Canada, 
Australia, and the United 
States have hailed the 
Supreme court order as a 
move towards democracy 
in the politically troubled 
climate of the country. 

Meanwhile, the nation 
which relies heavily on 
tourists from China got a 
setback when China 
warned its citizens not to 
travel to the country for 
holidays. 


POPE GIVES PEACE MEDALLION TO ERDOGAN 



Vatican City, Feb. 5: 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan met 
Pope Francis on Monday 
while police enforced a 
protest ban in central 
Rome as feelings run 
high over Turkey’s offe¬ 
nsive against Kurdish 
militia inside Syria. 

During the 50-minute 
audience. Pope Francis 
gave Erdogan a medal¬ 
lion embossed with an 


angel strangling a 
“demon of war” — a 
symbol of peace and jus¬ 
tice. 

For the first visit by a 
Turkish leader for 59 
years, the Italian author¬ 
ities have imposed a 24- 
hour ban on demonstra¬ 
tions which covers 
Erdogan’s arrival from 
late Sunday to his depar¬ 
ture on Monday evening. 

— AFP 


Meditation unlikely to 
make you a better person 


■ Study finds improvements reported 
earlier by psychologists may be biased 



It plays no significant role in reducing aggression or improving 
how socially-connected someone was. 


London, Feb. 5: Meditation 
has limited role in making you 
a better person, scientists said 
on Monday, contradicting the 
popular belief that meditation 
can change how we behave 
towards others and make us 
more compassionate. 

Scientists, including those at 
Coventry Unive-rsity in the 
UK, reviewed more than 20 
studies that investigated the 
effect of various types of med¬ 
itation, such as mindfulness 
and loving-kindness, on pro¬ 
social feelings and behaviours. 

Initial analysis indicated that 
meditation did have an overall 
positive impact. 

The researchers said medita¬ 
tion made people feel moder¬ 
ately more compassionate or 
empathic, compared to if they 
had done no other new emo¬ 
tionally-engaging activity. 

However, further analysis 
revealed that it played no sig¬ 
nificant role in red-ucing 
aggression or prejudice or 


■ RESEARCHERS found 
that meditation played no 
significant role In reducing 
aggression or prejudice or 
Improving how socially-con¬ 
nected someone was. 

improving how socially-con¬ 
nected someone was. The most 
unexpected result of the study, 
though, was that the more pos¬ 
itive results found for compas¬ 
sion had important method¬ 
ological flaws, researchers 
said. 

Compassion levels in some 
studies only incre-ased if the 
meditation teacher was also an 
author of the published report, 
they said. 

These results suggest that the 
moderate improv-ements 
reported by psychologists in 
previous studies may be the 
result of methodological weak¬ 
nesses and biases, according to 
researchers. — PTI 


PARIS AHACKS 
SUSPECT REFUSES 
TO COOPERATE 

Brussels, Feb. 5: The 
only surviving suspect 
in the 2015 Paris attacks, 
Salah Abdeslam, refused 
to answer questions on 
Monday as he went on 
trial in Brussels over a 
bloody shootout with 
police that led to his cap¬ 
ture. 

Tight security sur¬ 
rounded the start of the 
trial of the 28-year-old, 
who was transferred 
overnight from a jail 
near Paris and arriving 
in Belgium in a convoy 
of police vehicles. 

Abdeslam, who has 
declined to to speak to 
investigators since his 
arrest in March 2016, 
immediately signalled 
his defiance on Monday 
by refusing to stand 
when asked by the judge 
and saying he would not 
cooperate. 

“I do not wish to 
answer any questions,” 
Abdeslam, bearded and 
wearing a long-sleeved 
white polo shirt, said 
when the presiding 
judge, Marie-France 
Keutgen, asked him to 
confirm his identity. 

The judge told the 
court that Abdeslam has 
also refused to have pho¬ 
tos or video taken of 
him during the four-day 
trial in Brussels. 

The Belgian-born Fre¬ 
nch national of Moroc¬ 
can descent faces 
charges of attempted 
terrorist murder of cops 
and carrying banned 
weapons over a gunbat- 
tle in the Forest district 
of Brussels on March 15, 
2016. Three cops were 
wounded and a jihadist 
was killed in the fight. 

— AFP 


Sherin’s law gains 
momentum in US 


Houston, Feb. 5: 

Efforts to have a new 
law in the US state of 
Texas which would 
make it a felony to 
leave a child alone at 
home is gathering 
steam and has won the 
support of a lawmaker 
in whose constituency 
three-year-old Sherin 
Mathews was found 
dead in a culvert, a 
media report said. 

The decomposed 
body of Sherin was 
found in Richardson 
city in suburban Dallas 
on October 22, over two 
weeks after she was 
reported missing by 
her Indian-American 
foster father, Wesley 
Math-ews. 

The proposed 

‘Sherin’s Law’ will 
make it a felony to 
leave a child at home 
alone, US media 
reports quoted 

activists involved in 
the move as saying. 

Linda Koop, the 
Repu-blican lawmaker 
from Dallas, is working 
with the two activists 



on the proposed legis¬ 
lation, The Dallas 
Morning News report¬ 
ed. 

Ms Koop said she 
hopes to find ways to 
make the law simple, 
but impactful so it can 
be passed as soon as 
early next year. 

“Little Sherin was 
killed in a part of my 
district,” Koop said. 
“There’s a lot of heal¬ 
ing that needs to be 
done, but there is also a 
law that needs to be 
passed,” she added. 

Two Texas women 
activists, Reena Bana 
and Shanna Poteet 
Rivera, said they hope 
their proposed legisla¬ 
tion which they 


■ THE NEW LAW 

proposes to make it a 
felony to leave a child 
alone at home. 

■ A REPUBLICAN lawmak¬ 
er is working with activists 
to make the law simple and 
pass it next year 

call “Sherin’s Law” 
will prevent deaths like 
Sherin’s. Authorities say 
Sherin, who was adopted 
by the Indian- American 
couple, Wesley and Sini 
Mathews, died of “homici¬ 
dal violence.” — PTI 




#PARADIP PORT TRUST 


CORRIGENDUM 

To E-Tender Cali Notice No. EM/Miyi/PE/59/2017/1801TOR6, 
Dtd. 08.01,2018 for Supply of Copper Cable. 


The due date of submission of Tender 
& opening of Technical Bid is hereby 
further extended as below, (1) Last 
Date of submission offender upto 5.00 
PM of 19.02.2018, (2) Opening of 
Technical Bid at 3.30PM of 
21.02.2018. All other terms 

& conditions in the original tender 
remained unaltered. For 
details, log on to our website 
httDs://eorocure.aov.in/eDrocure/aDD or 


contact the office of the undersigned. 

Sr. Dy. Materials Manager 
PPT/PR/743/17-18 Dt. 05.02.2018 



METROPOLITAN TRANSPORT CORPORATION (CHENNAI) LIMITED, 

PALLAVAN ILLAM, ANNA SALAI, CHENNAI-SOO 002. 

TENDER NOTICE 


TENDER INVITED FOR PROCUREMENT OF AUTOMOBILE SPARES ON 
BEHALF OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR: 


Description 

E.M.D.Amountfor each item 

1 .Radiator coolant 2.Air suspension spares & assy S.Propeller 
shaft spares & assy(Tata) 4.Bearings (Leyiand) 5.Filters (Tata) 
6.Filters{Leyiand) / .Propeller shaft spares & assy(Leyiand) 

Rs.10,000/- 



Sale of Tender Documents ; From 05.02.2018 

Last date of submission offender upto 02.30 p.m 21.02.2018 for SI.NoltoS, 

07.03.2018 for SI.No6&7. 

Date of opening 03.00 p.m on 21.02.2018 for SI.NoltoS, 

07.03.2018 for SI.No6&7. 

For further details http://www.tenders.tn.gov.in 

DiPR/484/Tender/2018 MANAGING DIRECTOR 


TENDERS/NOnCES 


< - Government of Kerala 

UNDER 


FOREST & WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT 


No:iprcl I8/e 89 • Tender No. KNCi 370/18 « Divisional Forest Officer, 
Konni Forest DivisioRj Konni-689691. Plmne-0468-2242233 • e~auction of 
teak timber and teak bdlets collected frotn Naduvathunioozhi range of Konni 
Forest Division on 22.2.2018 * FMD : 50,000/- ♦ PAC : 50 Lakhs » _ 

Window No:iprd I8/e 90 • Tender No. KNCI 404/18 « Divisional Forest Officer, 
Konni Forest Division, Konnl-f»8969I. f'!ione-0468-2242233 ♦ e-auction of 
teak timber and teak billets collected frons Naduvathumoozhi range of Konni 
Forest Division on 28.2.20L8 « EMD : 50,000/- ♦ PAC : 50 Lakhs « _ 

Window Notiprd 18/e 91 • Tender No. A2-2467/2017 • Divisional Forest Officer, 

l imber Sales Division, Perumbavoor, Mudicka! P.O.-683547. Phone-0484-2S222l9 
* e-aiiction sales of various timbers at vat ions depots of Perumbavoor Timber 
Sales Division on 3J.2018, 15.3.2018, 233.2018 & 313.2018 * P.AC : 4 Crore • 

FuU dcaits on Tcndef itnoewetj above aff before jtie Office frotii which ihc lender 

ofi”inatts.i'or Detaiis on all Tendfis above piease vtssi. ivvvw.KcraU.gov/tetider/inaex.him,Please put tn 
search the Window \'o for getting the advettisement of voor choice. _ K.O. No, 25/G1/2018/PRD. 



GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU 

KODAVASAL TOWN PANCHAYAT, TIRUVARUR DISTRICT 
CAPITAL GRANT FUND 2017-2018 


Letter No. 454 / 2017 / Al TENDER NOTICE Dated : 29.01.2018 


Form of contract: Item rate (Two cover system) 

Bids are invited in package for the Improvement of Bus Stand by Tender inviting Authority Executive 
officer, Kodavasal Town Panchayat, Tiruvarur District under the CAPITAL GRANT FUND 2017-18 
1, The bid documents will be available from 01.02.2018 The bid document can also be downloaded from 
the website https;//tntenders.gov.in and http;//townpanch3yattn.gov.in/tender upto 3.00 pm on 
28.02,201 8. Online submission of tender will also be accepted. 2. Amount of Earnest Money Deposit will 
be 1% of the value put to tender for a package.3. Period of contract is 12 months 4. Any additional/ 
further details and conditions related to these works can be obtained from the office of the respective 
Executive Officers Kodavasal Town Panchayat, Thiruvarur District 5. Important dates 
1. Date and times of Pre bid meeting 15.02.2018 at 11.00 am 2. Last date and time for downioading 
bid documents 28.02.2018 at 3.00 pm 3. Last Date and time for submission of bid document, 
inciuding oniine submission 28.02.2018 at 3.00 pm 4.Date and time of opening of the Technical 
Bid 28.02.2018 at 3.30 pm 6. In the event of the specified date for submission of bids being declared a 
holiday, bids will be received and opened on the next working day at the same time and venue. 7. Other 
details can be seen in the bid documents. 8. Work details 


Package 

Name of the Work 

Value put 

EMD Amount 

Schedule Cost 

No. 


to tender (inRs.) 

(in Rs.) 

(In Rs.) 

1 

Improvement of Bus Stand 

1,60,00,000/- 

1,60,000/- 

16,800/- 


DIPR / 487 / TENDER / 2018 _ Kodavasal Town Panchayat Tiruvarur District 




MAHATRANSCO 

MaHaFashtra State Electricity Trararaissioti Co. Ltd, 



INVITATION FOR BID (IFB) 


(LOCAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING) 


SRM e-Tender No. T-1808 / MSETCL / CO / DC&M / 
D&T / SS-Pretender (RFx No. 6000000454) 

MSETCL invites offers by SRM e-tendering in TWO bid 
system (Techno-Commercial Bid and Price Bid) from the 
eligible registered bidders for the following work on turnkey 
basis as detailed beiow. 

Establishment of 220/132/33 kV substation at Karanja on 
turnkey basis under Nagpur Zone. 

interested bidders may obtain further information available 
on website https://srmetender.mahatransco.in 
The date of downloading of Bid documents is available on 
website from 02.02.2018 

Chief Engineer (DC&M), MSETCL 










































































































Brain ‘tickling’ can I 
boost memory, I 
says study \ 

Washington: Tickling the 
brain with low- intensity 
electrical stimulation in a 
specific area can improve 
verbal memory, a study has 

found. 

Researchers found word 
recall was enhanced with 
stimulation of the 
brain’s lateral temporal cor¬ 
tex, the regions on the sides 
of the head by the temples 
and ears. 
Patients recalled more 
words from a previously 
viewed list when low-ampli¬ 
tude electrical stimulation 
was delivered to the brain. 
“The most exciting finding 
of this research is that our 
memory for 
language information can be 
improved by directly stimu¬ 
lating this underexplored 
brain area,” said Michal 
Kucewicz, a researcher at 
Mayo Clinic in the US. 
Memory impairments are a 
prevalent, costly problem in 
many brain 
diseases. Medication and 
behavioral therapies have 
limited effectiveness in 
many cases. 
“While electrical stimulation 
of the brain is emerging as 
potential therapy for a wide 
range of neurological and 
psychiatric diseases, 
little is known about its 
effect on memory,” said 
Gregory Worrell, 
senior author of the the 
study published in the jour¬ 
nal Brain. 

“The next step for this proj¬ 
ect is to determine how to 
best apply 
electrical current in terms of 
the exact location within 
this area 
of the brain, timing and 
parameters of stimulation,” 
said Brent Berry, 
researcher at the Mayo 
Clinic. 

Researchers focused their 
study on four areas of the 
brain known 
to support memory for facts 
and events that can be con¬ 
sciously recalled. 

The memory testing was 
done with patients undergo¬ 
ing evaluation 
for surgery to address 
seizures. These patients 
agreed to have their 
memory investigated using 
the electrodes implanted in 
their brains 
for surgical evaluation.— P77 

UK delegation to | 
focus on innovation I 
in healthcare l| 

New Delhi: A delegation of 
13 top British healthcare 
providers, suppliers, and 
other field experts will be in 
India as part of a trade mis¬ 
sion from February 4-8, offi¬ 
cials today said. 

The mission would travel to 
Delhi, Mumbai and 
Hyderabad, while also 
participating in the inaugu¬ 
ral India-UK Createch 
Summit on February 
6, the British High 
Commission said in a state¬ 
ment issued here. 

“In the year that the UK’s 
National Health Service 
(NHS) reaches its 70th 
anniversary. Healthcare UK 
and the Department for 
International Trade are 
bringing a delegation of 13 
top British healthcare 
providers, suppliers, hospi¬ 
tals and trusts in a trade 
mission to India from 
February 4-8,” it said. 

The delegation would be led 
by Sir Malcolm Grant, 
Chairman of NHS 
England, it added. 
“The mission will focus on 
innovation in healthcare, 
and address 
the changing needs of med¬ 
ical provision as disruptive 
technologies 
such as artificial intelligence, 
wearable sensors, and virtu¬ 
al reality 

become increasingly com¬ 
monplace,” the statement 

said. 

The delegates will demon¬ 
strate to Indian healthcare 
leaders how 
they can help meet key con¬ 
cerns around driving effi¬ 
ciencies in costs, 
increasing patient access in 
remote areas, and providing 
more personalised 
healthcare solutions through 
new technology, it added. 

In Delhi, the mission would 
attend a ‘Future of 
Healthcare’ event. — P7V 







Crash diets may 
harm heart’s 
ability to pump 
blood: Study 


London, Feb. 4: Crash 
diets — that involve 
drastically cutting 
calorie consumption 
for a few weeks — may 
harm heart function 
and ^100 reduce the 
organ’s bility to pump 
blood, an Oxford study 
has found. 

Patients with heart 
disease should seek 
medical advice before 
adopting a very low 
calorie diet, 

researchers suggest. 

“Crash diets, also 
called meal replace¬ 
ment programmes, 
have become increas¬ 
ingly fashionable in 
the past few years,” 
said Jennifer Rayner 
from University of 
Oxford in the UK. 

“These diets have a 
very low calorie con¬ 
tent of 600 to 800 kilo- 
cal per day and can be 
effective for losing 
weight, reducing blood 
pressure, and revers¬ 
ing diabetes,” she said. 

“But the effects on 
the heart have not been 
studied until now,” she 
added. 

The study used mag¬ 
netic resonance imag¬ 
ing (MRI) to investi¬ 
gate the impact of a 
very low calorie diet on 
heart function and the 
distribution of fat in 
the abdomen, liver, and 
heart muscle. 

The study included 21 
obese volunteers. The 
average age was 52 
years, average body 
mass index (BMI) was 
37 kilogrammes per 
square metre, and six 
were men. 

Participants con¬ 
sumed a very low calo¬ 
rie diet of 600 to 800 
kcal per day for eight 
weeks. MRI was per¬ 
formed at the start of 
the study and after one 
and eight weeks. 

After one week, total 
body fat, visceral fat 
and liver fat had all sig¬ 
nificantly fallen by an 
average of 6 per cent, 
11 per cent, and 42 per 
cent, respectively. 

This was accompa¬ 
nied by significant 
improvements in 
insulin resistance, fast¬ 
ing total cholesterol, 
triglycerides, glucose 
and blood pressure. 

However, after one 
week, heart fat content 
had risen by 44 per 
cent. 

This was associated 
with a deterioration in 
heart function, includ¬ 
ing the heart’s ability 
to pump blood. 

By eight weeks, heart 
fat content and func¬ 
tion had improved 


I The study used 
magnetic reso¬ 
nance imaging to 
investigate the 
impact of a very 
low calorie diet on 
heart function and 
the distribution of 
fat in the 
abdomen, liver, 
and heart muscle. 
The study includ¬ 
ed 21 obese vol¬ 
unteers. The aver¬ 
age age was 52. 

beyond what they had 
been before the diet 
began and all other 
measurements includ¬ 
ing body fat and choles¬ 
terol were continuing 
to improve. 

“The metabolic 

improvements with a 
very low calorie diet, 
such as a reduction in 
liver fat and reversal of 
diabetes, would be 
expected to improve 
heart function,” 

Rayner said. 

“Instead, heart func¬ 
tion got worse in the 
first week before start¬ 
ing to improve,” she 
said. 

“The sudden drop in 
calories causes fat to 
be released from differ¬ 
ent parts of the body 
into the blood and be 
taken up by the heart 
muscle,” Rayner said. 

“The heart muscle 
prefers to choose 
between fat or sugar as 
fuel and being 
swamped by fat wors¬ 
ens its function. After 
the acute period in 
which the body is 
adjusting to dramatic 
calorie restriction, the 
fat content and func¬ 
tion of the heart 
improved,” she said. 

More research is 
needed to discover the 
impact of the acute 
reduction in heart 
function, researchers 
said. 

In people with exist¬ 
ing heart problems it 
might exacerbate their 
condition - for example 
aggravating heart fail¬ 
ure symptoms like 
shortness of breath or 
increasing the risk of 
arrhythmias. 

“If you have heart 
problems, you need to 
check with your doctor 
before embarking on a 
very low calorie diet or 
fasting,” said Rayner. 

“People with a car¬ 
diac problem could 
well experience more 
symptoms at this early 
time point, so the diet 
should be supervised,” 
she said. — PTI 


Augmented reality tech helps 
surgeons ‘see through’ the body 


■ In a series 
of proce¬ 
dures by a 
team from 
the UK, 
researchers 
showed that 
how sur¬ 
geons can 
use aug¬ 
mented real¬ 
ity headsets 
while oper¬ 
ating on 
patients 
undergoing 
reconstruc¬ 
tive lower 
limb surgery. 
Researchers 
used 

Microsoft 
HoloLens 
that immers¬ 
es the wear¬ 
er in ‘mixed 
reality’. 


London, Feb. 4: 

Augmented reality head¬ 
sets can help doctors ‘see 
through’ organs and tis¬ 
sues in the operating the¬ 
atre, and improve the out¬ 
come of reconstructive 
surgery for patients, a 
study has found. 

In a series of procedures 
carried out by a team from 
the Imperial College 
London in the UK, 
researchers showed that 
for the first time how sur¬ 
geons can use augmented 
reality headsets while 
operating on patients 
undergoing reconstructive 
lower limb surgery. 

Researchers used 

Microsoft HoloLens — a 
computer headset that 
immerses the wearer in 
‘mixed reality’, enabling 
them to interact with holo¬ 
grams or computer-gener¬ 
ated objects made visible 
through the visor. 

The team used the tech¬ 


nology to overlay images of 
CT scans — including the 
position of bones and key 
blood vessels — onto each 
patient’s leg, in effect 
enabling the surgeon to 
‘see through’ the limb dur¬ 
ing surgery. 

According to the team tri¬ 
alling the technology, the 
approach can help sur¬ 
geons locate and reconnect 
key blood vessels during 
reconstructive surgery, 
which could improve out¬ 
comes for patients. 

“We are one of the first 
groups in the world to use 
the HoloLens successfully 
in the operating theatre,” 
said Philip Pratt, a 
research fellow at Imperial 
College London. 

“Through this initial 
series of patient cases we 
have shown that the tech¬ 
nology is practical, and 
that it can provide a benefit 
to the surgical team,” said 
Pratt, lead author of the 


study published in the 
journal European 

Radiology Experimental. 

“With the HoloLens, you 
look at the leg and essen¬ 
tially see inside of it. You 
see the bones, the course of 
the blood vessels, and can 
identify exactly where the 
targets are located,” said 
Pratt. 

Following a car accident 
or severe trauma, patients 
may have tissue damage or 
open wounds that require 
reconstructive surgery 
using fasciocutaneous 
flaps. 

These flaps of tissue, 
which are taken from else¬ 
where on the body and 
include the skin and blood 
vessels, are used to cover 
the wound and enable it to 
close and heal properly. 

A vital step in the process 
is connecting the blood ves¬ 
sels of the ‘new’ tissue 
with those at the site of the 
wound, so oxygenated 


blood can reach the new 
tissue and keep it alive. 

The standard approach 
for this element of recon¬ 
structive surgery has been 
the use of a handheld scan¬ 
ner which uses ultrasound 
to identify blood vessels 
under the skin by detecting 
the movement of blood 
pulsing through them, 
enabling the surgeon to 
approximate where the 
vessels are and their 
course through the tissue. 

“Augmented reality offers 
a new way to find these 
blood vessels under the 
skin accurately and quick¬ 
ly by overlaying scan 
images onto the patient 
during the operation,” said 
Pratt. 

In the procedures used to 
trial the technology, five 
patients requiring recon¬ 
structive surgery on their 
legs underwent CT scans to 
map the structure of the 
limb, including the position 
of bones and the location 
and course of blood vessels. 

Images from the scans 
were then segmented into 
bone, muscle, fatty tissue 
and blood vessels and 
loaded into intermediary 
software to create 3D mod¬ 
els of the leg. 

These models were then 
fed into specially designed 
software that renders the 
images for the headset, 
which in turn overlays the 
model onto what the sur¬ 
geon can see in the operat¬ 
ing theatre. 

Clinical staff are able to 
manipulate these AR 
images through hand ges¬ 
tures to make any fine 
adjustments and correctly 
line up the model with sur¬ 
gical landmarks on the 
patient’s limbs, such as 
the knee joint or ankle 
bone. 

— PTI 


Edible QR codes may lead 
to custom-made medicines 


Tear of death drives up bottled-water sales’ 


London, Feb. 4: 

Scientists have devel¬ 
oped a way to print edi¬ 
ble QR codes using 
drugs, paving the way for 
medicines that are tailor- 
made for a patient’s 
needs. 

For the last 100 years, 
researchers have con¬ 
stantly pushed the 

boundaries for our 

knowledge about medi¬ 
cine and how different 
bodies can respond dif¬ 
ferently to it. 

However, the methods 
for the production of 
medicine have not yet 
moved itself away from 
mass production. Many 
who have a given illness 
get the same product 
with equal amount of an 
active compound. 

Researchers from the 
University of 

Copenhagen in Denmark 
and Abo Akademi 
University in Finland 
have developed a new 
method for producing 
medicine. 

They produce a white 
edible material, on 
which they print a QR 
code consisting of a med¬ 
ical drug. 

A QR code is a two- 
dimensional barcode 
that contains machine- 


readable information 
about the item to which 
it is attached. 

“This technology is 
promising, because the 
medical drug can be 
used exactly the way you 
want it to. This gives an 
opportunity to tailor the 
medication according to 
the patient getting it,” 
said Natalja Genina, 
Assistant Professor at 
University of 

Copenhagen. 

The shape of a QR code 
also enables storage of 
data in the “pill” itself. 

“Simply doing a quick 
scan, you can get all the 
information about the 
pharmaceutical product. 
In that sense it can 
potentially reduce cases 
of wrong medication and 


fake medicine,” said 
Genina. 

The researchers hope 
that in the future a regu¬ 
lar printer will be able to 
apply the medical drug 
in the pattern of a QR 
code, while the edible 
material will have to be 
produced in advance to 
allow on-demand pro¬ 
duction of medical drug 
near end-users. 

“If we are successful 
with applying this pro¬ 
duction method to rela¬ 
tively simple printers, 
then it can enable the 
innovative production of 
personalised medicine 
and rethinking of the 
whole supply chain,” 
said Jukka Rantanen 
from the University of 
Copenhagen. — PTI 


Toronto, Feb. 4: The 
fear of dying drives peo¬ 
ple to buy bottled water, 
despite knowing that it 
may not be good for them 
or the planet, scientists 
say. 

The study suggests that 
most bottled-water adver¬ 
tising campaigns target a 
deep psychological vul¬ 
nerability in humans, 
compelling them to buy 
and consume particular 
products. 

“Bottled water adver¬ 
tisements play on our 
greatest fears in two 
important ways,” said 
Stephanie Cote, who con¬ 
ducted the research as a 
graduate student at the 
University of Waterloo in 
Canada. 

“Our mortality fears 
make us want to avoid 
risks and, for many peo¬ 
ple, bottled water seems 


safer somehow, purer or 
controlled,” said Cote. 

“There is also a deeper 
subconscious force at 
work here, one that 
caters to our desire for 
immortality,” she said. 

The study used social 
psychology’s Terror 
Management Theory 
(TMT) as its framework. 

TMT researchers argue 
that people’s efforts to 


repress conscious and 
unconscious fear of 
death generates specific 
defences that influence 
behaviours such as con¬ 
sumption choices, the 
accumulation of wealth, 
and status security. 

The research team 
analysed data drawn 
from the content of bot¬ 
tled water campaigns 
and advertisements, web- 


I The study sug¬ 
gests that most bot¬ 
tled-water ad cam¬ 
paigns target a deep 
psychological vul¬ 
nerability in 
humans, compelling 
them to buy and 
consume particular 
products 

sites, photographs, and 
videos that revealed 
implicit and explicit 
meanings. 

They also examined 
how anti-bottled water 
campaigns have trouble 
competing with corpo¬ 
rate bottled water mes¬ 
saging. 

“Our results demon¬ 
strate that corporate 
campaigns appeal to peo¬ 
ple who measure their 
personal value by their 


physical appearance, fit¬ 
ness levels, material and 
financial wealth, class, 
and status,” said Sarah 
Wolfe, a researcher in 
Waterloo’s Faculty of 
Environment. 

“Pro-bottle water adver¬ 
tisements rely heavily on 
branding, celebrity, and 
feel-good emotions that 
trigger our group identi¬ 
ties and patriotism,” said 
Wolfe. 

“If public and non-gov¬ 
ernmental organisations 
were interested in pro¬ 
moting the benefits of 
municipal drinking 
water systems, they’re 
going to need to use new 
tactics that are emotion¬ 
ally stirring and speak to 
more than just the finan¬ 
cial, ethical and environ¬ 
mental benefits of tap 
water,” she said. 

— PTI 


Grape-derived 
compounds 
may help treat 
depression 


Washington, Feb. 4: 
Natural compounds 
derived from grapes may 
help treat depression by 
targeting newly discov¬ 
ered underlying mecha¬ 
nisms of the disease, sci¬ 
entists say. 

In a study to be pub¬ 
lished in the journal 
Nature Communications, 
scientists from the Icahn 
School of Medicine at 
Mount Sinai in the US 
described an extensive 
analysis of novel grape- 
derived compounds, dihy- 
drocaffeic acid (DHCA) 
and malvidin-3’-0-gluco- 
side (Mal-gluc), which 
might be developed as 
therapeutic agents for the 
treatment of depression. 

Conventional pharmaco¬ 
logical treatments for 
depression are estimated 
to produce temporary 
remission in less than 50 
per cent of patients, and 
they are often associated 
with severe adverse 
effects. 

There is an urgent need 
for a wider spectrum of 
novel therapeutics, 
researchers said. 

Depression is associated 
with a multitude of patho¬ 
logical processes. 

These include inflamma¬ 
tion of the peripheral 
immune system which 
protect against disease 
and abnormalities involv¬ 
ing synapses, the struc¬ 
tures that permit neurons 
to pass an electrical or 
chemical signal to other 
neurons. 

However, currently avail¬ 
able antidepressants are 
largely restricted to tar¬ 
geting the systems that 
regulate serotonin, 

dopamine, and other 
related neurotransmitters, 
and these treatments do 


I Conventional phar¬ 
macological treat¬ 
ments for depres¬ 
sion are estimated 
to produce tempo¬ 
rary remission in 
less than 50 per 
cent of patients 

not specifically address 
inflammation and synap¬ 
tic maladaptations. 

Previous research has 
found that grape-derived 
polyphenols have some 
efficacy in modulating 
aspects of depression, yet 
the mechanisms of action 
had largely remained 
unknown until now. 

Researchers found that a 
bioactive dietary polyphe¬ 
nol preparation — a com¬ 
bination of three grape- 
derived polyphenol prod¬ 
ucts, including a select 
Concord grape juice, a 
select grape seed extract, 
and trans-resveratrol — 
was effective in promoting 
resilience against stress- 
induced depression in 
mice. 

They found that DHCA 
and Mal-gluc can promote 
resilience in mouse mod¬ 
els of depression by modu¬ 
lating inflammation and 
synaptic plasticity, respec¬ 
tively. 

Researchers also demon¬ 
strated that DHCA/Mal- 
gluc treatment was effec¬ 
tive in attenuating depres¬ 
sion-like phenotypes in a 
mouse model of increased 
systemic inflammation 
induced by transplanta¬ 
tion of cells from the bone 
marrow of stress-suscep¬ 
tible mice. 

This study strongly sup¬ 
ports the need to test and 
identify novel com¬ 
pounds. — PTI 



















OnePlus releases new Oxygen OS 
based on Android 8.0 Oreo, OPS 
gets ST’s ‘face unlock’ feature 


DECCAN CHRONICLE 




TUESDAY I 6 FEBRUARY 2018 I CHENNAI 


PAGE 

12 


IN BRIEF 


Vu launches I 
Quantum I 
4KHDRTV 



Vu Technologies launched a 
new Quantum Pixelight LED 
TV with 65-inches priced at 
^2.6 lakhs and 75-inches at 
^4 lakhs. The company 
claims that the Quantum 
Pixelight LED TV sports a 
picture quality with a com¬ 
bination of ‘4 Ultras’ — 
Ultra HD, Ultra Colon Ultra 
Contrast along with Local 
dimming and Ultra Motion. 

It features Dolby surround 
audio effect through 
55,000 sound holes and 
industrial metal design. The 
LED TV has 1000+ nits 
brightness and supports 
4K streaming. The two 
TVs sport a Quantum 
Pixelight optical layer dis¬ 
play with 1000+nits peak 
brightness and 4K pixel res¬ 
olution with HDR. The TV 
uses Quantum Pixelight 
LED technology that focus¬ 
es mainly on colour and 
contrast. The Vu Quantum 
Pixelight LED TV was 
showcased for the first time 
at a TEDx Pre event 
Dinner as it features the 
TED app available on 
its PremiumSmart 
operating system. 

iBall budget | 
laptop I 
launched I 



There’s an increasing 
demand of affordable and 
practical laptops in the 
market that are meant for 
basic computing purposes. 
While Chromebooks aren’t 
an acquired taste in the 
country, there are many 
affordable Windows 10 
laptops available in the 
market and iBall’s 
CompBook Exemplaire+ is 
the latest entrant in this 
segment. The notebook is 
priced at ^16,499. 

The CompBook Exemplaire+ 
has a slimmer profile like 
an ultrabook. It comes 
with a 14-inch display that 
renders pictures at a 
resolution of 1366x768 pixel 
resolution. The notebook is 
powered by an Intel quad 
core processor clocked 
up to a maximum speed of 
1.92GHz, which is accompa¬ 
nied by 4GB of DDR3 
RAM and 32GB of onboard 
storage. Users will be able 
to expand the storage up 
to 128GB via microSD card 
and slot in a maximum 
of 1TB optional HDD. The 
notebook utilises on 
Windows 10 as its operating 
system. The notebook 
is powered by a 10,000mAh 
battery, which the 
company claims to provide 
a power backup of 
approximately 8.5 hours. 

Ziox launches I 
Astra Star I 
for ^,899 



Ziox Mobiles, in partnership 
with Sun Airvoice, has 
released budget smart¬ 
phone Astra Star priced at 
^5,899. The phone features 
a 5-inch FWVGA display 
with a 2.5D curved glass 
finish. The Astra Star is 
powered by a 1.3GHz 
quad-core processor and 
clubbed with 1GB of RAM. 

The phone sports a 5MP 
rear camera with flash, and 
a 2MP sensor up front 
for selfies. The storage 
supplied is 16GB which is 
expandable using a 
microSD by up to 32GB in 
total. Lastly, the phone is 
powered by a 2350mAh 
Li-ion battery and ships 
with Android Nougat. The 
Ziox Astra Star supports 
dual-SIM with 4G VoLTE 
and also features built-in 
21 Indian languages. 


■ Many have felt prefering devices instead of partners 

Most Indians reportedly 
share passwords: Study 


X 
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DC CORRESPONDENT 

McAfee’s latest “Three’s 
Company: Lovers, Friends 
and Devices,” is a yearly 
study and the findings a 
recent India study aims to 
understand the online 
behaviour of people and 
how it affects their real- 
world relationships with 
friends and significant 
others. The study under¬ 
scores the need for indi¬ 
viduals to manage device 
usage during social inter¬ 
actions and calls for vigi¬ 
lance while sharing per¬ 
sonal information. 

“In today’s connected 
lifestyle, daily activities 
and interactions of con¬ 
sumers are powered by 
technology and apps. This 
insatiable dependency for 
technology can come at 
the price of sharing our 
personal information with 
the unknown. We need to 
be aware about the reality 
of oversharing and take 
corrective measures.” said 
Venkat Krishnapur, Vice 
President of Engineering 
and Managing Director, 
McAfee. 

Keep your devices close 
but your relationships 
even closer! 

Love is in the air, and so 
are our connected devices. 
77 per cent of the people in 
India think that the use of 
technology gets in the way 
of relationships today. 
Eighty one per cent of the 
people in India indicate 
that they got into an argu¬ 
ment with a friend, family 
member or significant 
other for being on their 
phone too much when 
they spend time together. 
70 per cent find it very (40 


per cent) or somewhat (30 
per cent) important to 
disclose their relationship 
on social media. Dating 
apps make it easy to make 
connections on the go. 
More than half (58 per 
cent) think that dating 
apps/websites are more 
effective at helping people 
find a date than friends 
and family is. 

Connected Devices > 
First Date 

Three in four Indians (75 
per cent) indicated that 
they have had to compete 
for the attention of their 
date with their device. 
The constant device usage 
actions don’t halt after 
the first date. In fact, 
more than half (49 per 
cent) of adults (between 
21-40 years) indicated 
that it happened even 
more than twice. 

All is fair in love and 
tech 

While most couples say 
vows to their significant 
other at the altar, many 


consumers today are 
adapting this same level of 
commitment to their 
smartphones instead. Two 
in three Indians (67 per 
cent) in a relationship 
have felt that their signifi¬ 
cant other was more inter¬ 
ested in their internet con¬ 
nected device than in 
them. When it comes 
to setting parameters 
around device usage, 32 
per cent of Indians say 
they do not set rules about 
device usage when togeth¬ 
er. Only about one in five 
(20 per cent) claim that 
they set strict limitations 
about smart devices usage 
when with their partner. 
Nearly 45 per cent of 
Indians indicated that 
they have spied on their 
significant other’s social 
media accounts or con¬ 
nected devices. 

Sharing is Caring! 

Though 89 per cent 
Indians think privacy is 
important in a relation¬ 
ship, 84 per cent also share 
their personal passwords 


and PINs with their part¬ 
ners: Online shopping 
websites - 60 per cent 
Social media accounts - 45 
per cent, Streaming serv¬ 
ices - 42 per cent, 

Personal email accounts - 
41 per cent, Banking and 
financial services web¬ 
sites - 38 per cent, Work 
specific devices/accounts 
- 38 per cent. Shockingly 
only 16 per cent of the peo¬ 
ple indicate that they 
don’t or wouldn’t share 
any passwords or PINs 
with their significant 
other. Also, 39 per cent 
indicate that they would 
allow their significant 
other to use their work 
device(s) (e.g. laptop, 
smartphone, work email). 

Protecting what matters 
the most 

A total of 89 per cent 
indicate that they would 
be concerned if their part¬ 
ner didn’t protect their 
personal information 
whereas 76 per cent take 
the necessary steps to 
ensure their personal 


AIRBUS VAHANA: FLYING TAXI TAKES FLIGHT 



A few months ago, Airbus had 
unveiled their Vahana concept - an 
autonomous flying taxi that was 
proclaimed to take over the urban 
skies by 2020. Fast forward to the 
first month of 2018 and their first 
prototype has already taken to the 
skies. Dubbed ‘Alpha One’, the air¬ 
craft was claimed to be airborne 


autonomously. Alpha One took off 
and flew up to 16ft while staying up 
there for precisely 53 seconds 
before it landed safely. The Vahana 
team reported that the aircraft flew 
autonomously for its entire flight 
duration, proving that complete 
autonomous flights can make into 
reality very soon. Following the first 


flight, the aircraft also did another 
test flight, although the figures for 
the second test flight haven’t 
been given out yet. Airbus, 
A3 and Vahana are planning to test 
the prototype further for horizontal 
flight as well as transitioning 
between horizontal and vertical 
flight mid-air, all on its own. 


WhatsApp scam dupes users’ contacts 


DC CORRESPONDENT 

A new scam seems to have 
surfaced in Hong Kong 
where a group of people, 
hailing from Taiwan, 
seem to have conned 
several WhatsApp users 
by hijacking their 
accounts and sending out 
messages to their con¬ 
tacts. And under this 
scam, more than 60 people 
have been cheated in 
the past three months, 
reported Post. 

The modus operandi is 
where gang members 
from Taiwan have been 


sending a message to the 
Hong Kong victims’ 
contact lists asking to 
transfer money or points 
cards for online games. 
This has been a loss to the 
victims, which totals to 
thousands of dollars in 
losses. More than 60 peo¬ 
ple have so far been duped 
out of hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of dollars over the 
past three months. 

When the police took to 
investigating the case, it 
revealed that the cons 
acted as friends on chat 
and lured them into 
revealing their account’s 


verification codes before 
sending messages to peo¬ 
ple on their contact lists. It 
is also being suspected 
that the Facebook 
accounts of victims have 
been accessed to collect 
their information. 

The victims also report¬ 
edly said that their 
WhatsApp accounts were 
disabled and had to be set 
up again. A verification 
code was sent out to the 
phones and the victims 
were asked to forward it to 
their contacts as well. A 
source from the police 
commented on this issue 


to say “Con artists 
accessed the WhatsApp 
accounts with the verifica¬ 
tion codes and they 
posed as the genuine users 
and sent text to people 
on the contact lists to 
deceive them. The account 
holders were unable to 
use WhatsApp for up to 
12 hours after their 
accounts were hijacked.” 

These kinds of scams 
are not just restricted 
to Hong Kong but cons 
around the world are 
also targeting people 
through other messenger 
platforms like WeChat. 


Now you can run iPad 
apps on your Mac soon 


DC CORRESPONDENT 

Apple usually rolls out a 
major iOS update every 
year across all its devices. 
The company is said to 
roll out most anticipated 
feature in this year’s iOS 
update i.e. to bring an 
ability to run your 
iPad apps on your iMac. 

According to a report 
by Bloomberg, “Apple 
is still on track to let you 
use iOS apps on your 
Mac with this new 
iOS 12 update.” 

After several issues in 
iOS 11 reported last year, 
Apple has decided to 
release a stable update 
this year focusing on the 
issues and performance, 
instead of adding new 
features. The company 
has done this previously 
on its iOS 9 update. iOS 11 
update was a major 
overhaul last year which 
brought AR features and 
also native support to AR 
applications. Few of the 
major features like Files 
app and business-user 
enhancements for the 
iPad. Apple has decided to 



delay some key features fer within your contacts 
originally planned for via Messages. Regardless 
this fall’s update, which of these delays, Apple is 
include redesigned Home planning to launch few 
screen and revamping of new features such as an 
Photos application. These updated to FaceTime, 
features may come to life monitoring your kid’s app 
in the next year’s iOS 13 and allowing to run 
update. The company has iPad apps on their 
also delayed some of its Macs and iMacs. This 
iOS 11 updates announced allows users to have 
last year such as synchro- access to some of the pro- 
nisation of texts with all ductive apps which might 
Apple devices via iCloud run on their desktop 
and Apple Pay Cash trans- Macs’ as well. 


People spending 
less time on FB, 
Zuckerberg cool 



DC CORRESPONDENT 


Facebook is the place 
where the world is — 
that’s what the common 
man in 2018 thinks about 
the social media plat¬ 
form, which is mostly 
true. People are spending 
more time on Facebook 
and other social media 
platforms instead of 
doing some fruitful 
activity in the real world. 
While this meant good 
news for Facebook’s busi¬ 
ness intentions, Founder 
and CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg was unhappy 
about it and has since 
then worked on making 
Facebook more ‘meaning¬ 
ful’. And, they already 
have achieved results. 

In a recent Facebook 
post, Zuckerberg reached 
out to his followers and 
was happy to quote that 
their changes to 
Facebook’s algorithms in 
the fourth quarter of 2017 
bore fruits for the compa¬ 
ny They axed down viral 
videos and other similar 
trending stuff in the four- 
month period. The result 
was that all of Facebook’s 
members spent collective¬ 
ly 50 million lesser than 


what was spent in the 
third quarter of 2017. 
Even North America 
showed a considerable 
decline in the number of 
active users. 

The statistics portray a 
bad news for the compa¬ 
ny’s business, but 
Zuckerberg is pretty 
happy about it. “By focus¬ 
ing on meaningful inter¬ 
actions, I expect the time 
we all spend on Facebook 
will be more valuable,” 
wrote Mark Zuckerberg. 
Through the post, he 
makes it clear that 
Facebook will push for 
connecting more people 
in a more productive way 
instead of attracting 
them to stay for longer 
periods of time on the 
platform going through 
“passive content”. He also 
lays stress on the fact that 
videos are the next big 
thing for Facebook’s 
growth as a platform and 
they will be used in ways 
that help people connect 
with their friends 
through new experiences. 

Zuckerberg also said 
that Facebook’s is giving 
efforts to curb fake news, 
hate messages and other 
forms of abuse. 


NEW PATENT 
TO DETERMINE 
HOW MUCH 
YOU EARN 

DC CORRESPONDENT 

If you are on Facebook, 
nothing is private any¬ 
more. Your feed portrays 
your interests, your 
friends’ interests, pho¬ 
tos, videos, news and 
vice versa. The content 
you explore on Facebook 
is your personal inter¬ 
est, but in the future, 
this might not be 
the thing. The company 
filed a patent, which is 
an “online service” that 
predicts your socio-eco¬ 
nomic status like how 
much you earn, what 
you own etc. Basically 
what this service does is 
algorithmically predict 
its users' socio-economic 
status without knowing 
their incomes. It 
might sound scary but 
to makes things worse, 
the content you will 
be watching on your 
Facebook timeline in 
the future will be 
based on your socio-eco¬ 
nomic status. 

According to a patent 
application filed in the 
US last July “the system 
will use classifiers to 
predict which socio-eco¬ 
nomic group users 
belong to. Such a system 
would allow Facebook 
to more accurately tar¬ 
get users with content 
and advertising tailored 
to their social class,” 
the company said. "The 
classifiers use models 
that are trained using 
features based on global 
information about a 

population of users 
such as demographic 
information, device 
ownership, internet 
usage, household data, 
and socio-economic 
status," Facebook's 
patent states. 

The Patent Publication 
illustrates the probabili¬ 
ty of a user, whether he’s 
a middle person or isn’t. 
This categorises the 
user by the number of 
devices he’s logged in, 
his highest education 
qualification etc. 


Valentine’s Day: Let tech help you decide your love this year 


By using some skilled tips on 
making your social profile 
more interesting, you could 
be lucky enough to get a date 



DC CORRESPONDENT 

Valentine’s Day 2018 is just 
around the corner. While 
most out there have some¬ 
one to spend the day and 
life with, there are quite a 
number of people who still 
have the thought, ‘I still 
have to find my date.’ 
Don’t worry! Unlike 
before, the social media 
platform is out there for 
all to catch some fish in 
this ocean. Therefore, this 
Valentine’s Day you can 
use some skilled tips on 
making your profile more 
interesting, 


Sync Instagram account 

Syncing your Instagram 
account ensures that the 
person gets to know a bit 
more of what you are, 
adding up the chances of 
securing the right kind of 
date. Tinder banks on this 
a lot too! 

Make the 1st move 

We are in 2018, if you 
genuinely like the person, 
make the 1st move. 
Chances of finding the 
desired date is much more 
when you take the 1st 
move rather than waiting 
for someone to make 


it. Use Happn, a dating 
platform, to say ‘hi’ to 
the profile you are attract¬ 
ed by it is a good way 
to break the ice. 

Appealing profile pic¬ 
ture 

It’s needless to say in 
today’s world of ever- 
changing social media fil¬ 
ters we surely cannot 
i^ore the fact that profile 
pictures play a crucial 
part. The profile picture 
should be genuine and 
surely speak about your 
personality that will actu¬ 
ally help you get closer to 
that someone special. 

Keep Bio exciting 

The Bio section is as 
important as your profile 
picture. If say your profile 
picture is your boarding 
pass to getting your ideal 
partner, then your bio 


plays the role of a ticket in 
helping you get a match. 
Research shows that the 
chances of your profile 
being taken seriously after 
crossing paths with some¬ 
one you would like to date 
increases through these 
two sections being filled in 
appropriately 


Set your preferences 
aptly 

The profiles of only 
those who fit your prefer¬ 
ences (i.e. age and gender) 
appear on your timeline 
when you cross the paths. 
It means your profile 
meets their preferences 
as well. Maximise 


your chances of finding 
that perfect person 
through setting this up 
on your profile. 

1st impression is the last 

Once it’s a ‘Crush,’ make 
sure you don’t share 
too much information 
in 1st go. Keep it simple 
and also don’t be too pushy 

Share your interests 

Get to know each other 
through conversations 
in the apps. Talk more 
about your likes and 
dislikes. Be honest while 
conversing, being truthful 
will help you in 
the long run. 

Say it via voice message 

Apps like Happn feature 
sending audio clips 
along with the usual 
messages you can send, 
these can record up 


to one minute. This gives 
users an original 
way of getting to know 
each other through 
more personal, instanta¬ 
neous and meaningful 
exchanges. 

Find each other 

Once again, apps such 
as Happn also provide 
you with a feature 
to let others know that 
you are up for sharing 
an activity in the 
next four hours. 
The options in this 
feature includes Go for 
a walk, catch a movie, 
get a drink, go for a 
run, go for a walk, 
grab a bite and a few 
more. If your match 
too is interested in 
this activity it’s a 
Crush — you will then 
be able to eventually meet 
to share the activity 
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BIZ BRIEFS 


Aster DM fixes IPO I 
price at ^180-^190 | 

New Delhi: Aster DM Health¬ 
care, running hospitals in 
India and the Middle East, 
on Monday fixed a price 
band of ^180-^190 per equi¬ 
ty share for its initial share 
sale, that is expected to gar¬ 
ner ^980 crore. The IPO will 
open on February 12 and 
close on February 18, Aster 
said in a statement. The IPO 
comprises fresh issue of 
equity shares worth up to 
^725 crore and an offer for 
sale of up to 1.34 crore 
scrips by the company’s pro¬ 
moter Union Investments. 
Proceeds will be used to 
repay debt and to buy 
equipment. — P7V 

Pegasystems plans [ 
sales in India I 

Hyderabad: Pegasystems Inc 
would launch full-fledged 
sales operations in India, 
which has emerged as a “rel¬ 
evant” market with growth 
potential for the Nasdaq-list¬ 
ed technology firm, said a 
company official. A formal 
announcement in this regard 
is expected shortly, Pegas¬ 
ystems India MD Suman 
Reddy said. The US-head- 
quartered CRM and BPM 
software company, which 
has completed ten years in 
India, currently has two 
development centres in the 
country with a total head- 
count of 1,500. — P7V 



iPhone is cosUy by I 
3.6% post-Budget I 

New Delhi: Within days of 
the government hiking the 
customs duty on mobile 
phones, Apple Inc has raised 
prices of the iPhone by up 
to ^3,210 across various 
models. It has also increased 
the prices of Apple Watch 
by up to ^2,510. The maxi¬ 
mum retail price (MRP) of 
the 256GB version of iPhone 
X has been raised by ^3,210 
to ^1,08,930. The price of 
iPhone 6 (32GB) has been 
increased 3.6 per cent 
(^1,120) and will now cost 
^31,900. The increase in MRP 
is applicable on all iPhone 
models, except the iPhone 
SE, which is being assem¬ 
bled in India. — P77 


TATA MOTORS 
NET JUMPS 
OVER ll-FOU) 

Mumbai: Tata Motors Group 
on Monday reported net 
profit of ^1,215 crore for the 
December quarter, up over 
11-fold from ^111.6 crore a 
year ago. Group revenue 
rose 16.1 per cent to ^74,156 
crore in the reporting quar¬ 
ter, the company said in an 
exchange filing. On a stand¬ 
alone basis, Tata Motors 
India returned to 
the black with a 
net profit of 
^183.65 crore on 
a revenue of 
^16,102 crore, up 
59 per cent. The 
company had 
reported loss of 
^1,052.13 crore in the year- 
ago period and a net loss of 
295.30 crore in September 
quarter, the company said in 
an exchange filing. Its cash- 
cow the British marquee JLR 
numbers printed lower with 
a pretax profit of £192 mil¬ 
lion, down from £255 million 
a year ago, which had 
included an $85 million 
insurance recovery. 
JLR revenue jumped 4.3 per 
cent to £6.3 billion. — PT! 



BUDGET AFTERMATH 


LTCG, us jobs batter 
bulls on Dalai Street 


SELLOFF 


■ Market jitters spread across 
the world after the US stock 
market had its worst day in 
two years on Friday, fueled by 
worries about inflation and 
_ rising Treasury yields. 

■ Domestically, investor sen¬ 
timent showed no signs of 
improvement after the 
announcement of a 10 per 
cent tax on long-term capi¬ 
tal gains accrued from 
equity investments. 



Q “The US share market is 
long overdue a decent cor¬ 
rection. This now appears to be 
unfolding and may have further 
to go as higher inflation, a 
slightly more aggressive 
Fed and higher bond 
yields are factored in.” 

- SHANE OLIVER 

Head of invest¬ 
ment strategy 
at AMP Capital 



DON’T MISUSE TAX 
LAWS: CBDT TO FIRMS 


DC CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI, FEB. 5 

The domestic equity mar¬ 
kets fell for the fifth con¬ 
secutive day amidst a 
rout in global stocks after 
a better than expected 
wage growth data 
released in the US over 
the weekend stoked fears 
about sooner than expect¬ 
ed rate hike by the US 
Federal Reserve. In the 
domestic market, both 
the Nifty and Sensex 
opened the day with deep 
cut, down 1.5 per cent 
tracking a major sell-off 
in US markets, which 
posted their biggest sin¬ 
gle day fall since the 
BREXIT vote. 

The Nifty closed the day 
at 10,666.55 losing 94 
points or 0.87 per cent 
while the Sensex closed 
the day at 34,757.16, down 
309.59 or 0.88 per cent. 
The positive data sig¬ 
nalling a growth in the 
India’s services sector 
also failed to cheer up the 
mood as investors contin¬ 
ue to fret over the reintro¬ 
duction of long-term cap¬ 
ital gain (LTCG) tax on 
equity market invest¬ 
ments. 

“Investor sentiment 
showed no signs of 
improvement after the 
announcement of a 10 per 
cent tax on long-term cap¬ 
ital gains accrued from 
equity investments. 
Globally as well, the sen¬ 
timent seemed subdued 
as signs of strength in the 
US economy triggered 
fears of a sooner-than- 
expected rate hike by the 
US Federal Reserve. Data 
released by the US 
Labour Department over 
the weekend indicated 
that US non-farm payrolls 
surged by 200,000 in 
January 2018 after rising 
by 160,000 in December 
2017,” said Karthikraj 
Lakshmanan, senior fund 
manager, equities, BNP 
Paribas Mutual Fund. 


On Monday, the provi¬ 
sional data released by 
the stock exchanges 
showed that foreign port¬ 
folio investors (FPI) 
offloaded shares worth 
^1,263.57 crore. 

India’s volatility index 
(VIX), soared 5 per cent 
on the National Stock 
Exchange (NSE) sig¬ 
nalling the underlying 
nervousness in the mar¬ 
ket. 

“The recent rally in 
benchmark indices was 
mainly driven by heavy¬ 
weights like, HDFC Bank, 
HDFC Ltd, L&T, ICICI 
Bank and Reliance 
Industries. All these 
counters have started cor¬ 
recting and the way their 
short term charts are 
shaped up, we do not 
expect any relief soon in 
the market. Hence, we 
continue to remain cau¬ 
tious and expect the Nifty 
to slide towards 10,597- 
10,500 in days to come,” 
said Sameet Chavan, 
chief technical and deriv¬ 
ative analyst at Angel 
Broking. 


New Delhi, Feb. 5: 
CBDT chairman Sushil 
Chandra on Monday 
asked Indian compa¬ 
nies to refrain from 
misusing provisions of 
laws to evade taxes, say¬ 
ing the effective tax rate 
for big companies is 
already 26 per cent on 
account of various 
exemptions. 

He said the industry 
should act more respon¬ 
sibly than the salaried 
class in paying taxes 
and help build a tax- 
compliant society. 

“I want to drive home 
that point very clearly 
before the industry that 
you should be more tax 
compliant, automatical¬ 
ly rates will come down. 
We are ready to move 
with you for making the 
society tax-compliant. 


The industry has got 
much more responsibil¬ 
ity than salary earning 
person,” he said while 
addressing the CII post- 
Budget meet. 

In 2018-19 Budget, 
finance minister Arun 
Jaitley proposed to 
lower corporate tax rate 
to 25 per cent for busi¬ 
nesses with turnover of 
up to ^250 crore. 

Over the last three 
years, the Centre has 
announced reduction of 
taxes for various cate¬ 
gories of corporates 
and currently only 7,000 
corporates still in the 30 
per cent slab. 

He said had the Centre 
cut tax rates for all cor¬ 
porates to 25 per cent, 
the cost to the excheq¬ 
uer would have been 
^60,000 crore. — PTI 


RISKS TILTED 
TO HIGHER 
DEFICIT: GS 

New Delhi, Feb. 5: The 
budgeted fiscal deficit is 
in line with expectations 
but there are some risks 
of slippage in financial 
year 2018-19, unless eco¬ 
nomic activities for¬ 
malise at a rapid pace, 
says a Goldman Sachs 
report. 

It said the revenue tar¬ 
gets are on the opti¬ 
mistic side, particularly 
on recently- introduced 
GST tax revenue growth. 

“We estimate a 0.2 per 
cent upside risk to the 
fiscal deficit in 2018-19, 
unless economic activi¬ 
ties formalise at a rapid 
pace over the coming 
year to generate the nec¬ 
essary buoyancy in rev¬ 
enues,” Goldman Sachs 
said in a research note. 

Lower indirect tax rev¬ 
enue collections may 
outweigh any upside 
risks from higher nomi¬ 
nal GDP growth, non-tax 
revenue and direct tax 
collection, it said. — PTI 

MOODY’S SEES 
NO IMPACT ON 
FISCAL DEFICIT 

New Delhi, Feb. 5: The 
Budget 2018-19 strikes a 
balance between fiscal 
prudence and growth, 
and a “slight” slippage 
in fiscal deficit has no 
material impact on over¬ 
all economic strength. 

The government has 
revised its 2018-19 fiscal 
deficit projections to 3.3 
per cent of GDP and for 
the current fiscal to 3.5 
per cent of GDP, against 
original targets of 3 per 
cent and 3.2 per cent. 

“The revised fiscal con¬ 
solidation path is mod¬ 
estly shallower than the 
previous roadmap, but 
does not fundamentally 
alter India’s fiscal stren¬ 
gth,” says William Fos¬ 
ter, Vice-President, 
Moody’s. — PTI 


No 25% tax for big firms soon, hints Jaitley 


DC CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI, FEB. 5 

Finance minister Arun Jaitley 
on Monday told big industrial 
houses that the government 
will reduce corporate tax rate 
for them to the promised 25 per 
cent only after all the exemp¬ 
tions given to the industry have 
ended. 

Mr Jaitley also said the states 
are not in favour of including 
petrol and diesel into GST at the 
moment, ruling out any imme¬ 
diate levy of the new indirect 


tax on these petroleum prod¬ 
ucts. “So far the mood of states 
(most of the states) is not in 
favour of including it (in GST) 
at the moment. But I am sure as 
the GST experience moves on, I 
think, natural gas, real estate — 
these are areas which are to be 
brought in and then probably at 
some stage we will keep trying 
for petrol, diesel and potable 
alcohol,” he said. 

Mr Jaitley said that he had in 
2015 announced to cut corpo¬ 
rate tax rate to 25 per cent, from 
30 per cent, in four years with 


■ The finance minister 
said it would not be 
proper to end exemp¬ 
tions midway... So, 
reduction in the corpo¬ 
rate tax rate to 25 per 
cent will arise when all 
the exemptions end 

the condition that all exemp¬ 
tions would have to go. 

The finance minister said at 
post-budget meeting organised 
by industry chamber Ficci that 


it would not be proper to end 
exemptions midway as some 
industries may have been set up 
based on them. “Therefore, the 
opportunity to reduce the cor¬ 
porate tax rate to 25 per cent 
will arise when all the exemp¬ 
tions end in the due course,” he 
said. 

The finance minister said that 
next year buoyancy in GST col¬ 
lections as well as indirect taxes 
gave him confidence that it 
would be easier to meet the fis¬ 
cal deficit target of 3.3 per cent 
set for 2018-19. 


Singapore telco invests ^2,650cr in Airtel 


DC CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI, FEB. 5 

Singapore-based telecom 
operator Singtel will 
invest ^2,649 crore in 
Bharti Telecom, raising 
its stake in the promoter 
company of Bharti Airtel 
by 1.7 per cent. 

With this investment, 
Singtel’s total stake (along 
with its affiliates) in 
Bharti Telecom will 
increase to 48.90 per cent. 
Singtel currently holds 
47.17 per cent stake in 
Bharti Telecom. This will 
lead to an increase of 


Singtel economic interest 
in Bharti Airtel by 0.9 per¬ 
centage points to 39.5 per 
cent. 

The Mittal family’s 
Bharti Enterprises con¬ 
tinues to hold over 50 per 
cent stake in Bharti 
Telecom, which owns 50.1 
per cent stake in Bharti 
Airtel at the end of 2017. 

“While there are cur¬ 
rently headwinds in India, 
we take a long-term view 
of our investment in 
Airtel which continues to 
be a strong market leader 
in a region with rapidly 
increasing smartphone 


■ This will lead to 
an increase of 
Singtel economic 
interest in Bharti 
Airtel by 0.9 percent¬ 
age points to 39.5 
per cent. The Mittal 
family holds 50.1 per 
cent stake in Airtel 


penetration and mobile 
data adoption,” Arthur 
Lang, CEO International 
at Singtel, said in a state¬ 
ment. 

The funds raised will be 


used towards debt reduc¬ 
tion. As on December 31, 
2017, the company’s con¬ 
solidated net debt stood at 
^91,714 crore higher than 
^91,480 crore in the previ¬ 
ous quarter. 

Bharti Airtel shares rose 
by over four per cent on 
Monday after the announ¬ 
cement. “The fresh round 
of investment highlights 
the confidence of Singtel 
in Airtel, and the incre¬ 
ased attractiveness of the 
Indian telecoms sector fol¬ 
lowing the recent consoli¬ 
dation,” said Deven 
Khanna, MD, Bharti 


Telecom. Bharti Airtel 
had over 394 million cus¬ 
tomers across its opera¬ 
tions at the end of 
December 2017. The com¬ 
pany is currently has 
operations in 16 countries 
across Asia and Africa. 

Singtel has assembled a 
portfolio of stakes in 
regional mobile firms out¬ 
side its small home mar¬ 
ket, and overseas busi¬ 
nesses now account for 75 
per cent of its earnings. 

The investment comes 
within 23 months of 
Singtel’s participation in 
the rights issue. 


India, China to 
curb bitcoins 


New Delhi/Beijing, 
Feb. 5: India is planning 
steps to ensure cryptocur¬ 
rencies are illegal within 
its payments system, 
while at the same time 
appointing a regulator to 
oversee unregulated 
exchanges that trade in 
“crypto assets,” a finance 
ministry official said on 
Monday. 

A panel set by the gov¬ 
ernment to look into 
issues relating to cryp¬ 
tocurrencies is expected 
to submit its report in the 
current fiscal year, end¬ 
ing on March 31, S.C. 
Garg, economic affairs 
secretary, a news channel. 

“The government will 
take steps to make it ille¬ 
gal as a payment system,” 
he said at a post-budget 
event telecast by the news 
channel, adding the trad¬ 
ing of “crypto assets” at 
the unregulated exchan¬ 
ges would be regulated. 

The government does 
not consider cryptocur¬ 
rencies legal tender and 
will take all measures to 
eliminate use of crypto 
assets in financing illegit¬ 
imate activities or as part 
of payment system, 
finance minister Arun 
Jaitley told parliament 
while presenting his 
annual budget last week. 

Meanwhile, China plans 
to stamp out all remain¬ 
ing cryptocurrency trad¬ 
ing in the country by 
blocking access to over- 


■ The value of bit- 
coin and other cryp¬ 
tocurrencies have 
plunged amid fears 
of a crackdown in 
Asia and concerns 
that many curren¬ 
cies’ rapid rise in 
value last year could 
reflect an bubble. 

■ On Monday, the 
price of bitcoin fell 
to $7,950, two 
months after break¬ 
ing through the 
$20,000-mark. 


seas-based websites and 
removing related applica¬ 
tions from app stores. 

The moves were out¬ 
lined in a report Sunday 
by Financial News, a pub¬ 
lication under the 
People’s Bank of China, 
which said the aim was to 
snuff out the “dying cin¬ 
ders” of cryptocurrency 
trading and initial coin 
offerings “which are 
glowing once more”. 

Faced with Chinese citi¬ 
zens who continue to 
trade cryptocurrency on 
platforms operated bey¬ 
ond the country’s reach, 
or take part in initial coin 
offerings, authorities will 
“ratchet up oversight in a 
sustained manner”, the 
report said. 

— Reuters, AFP 
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TVS BLUETOOTH-ENABLED 
SCOOTER DEBUTS IN CHENNAI 


DC CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI, FEB. 5 

TVS Motor Company has 
come up with its blue¬ 
tooth-enabled Scooter 
TVS NTORQ 125 Monday 
in Chennai. TVS 
SmartXonnect, the 
Bluetooth-enabled tech¬ 
nology is paired to 
NTORQ mobile App (an 
android app only). The 
model is equipped with 
110x80x12 wide, tubeless 
tyres along with telescop¬ 
ic suspension and the 
least turning radius to 
ease every kind of travel. 


Having design of a stealth 
aircraft, the fresh launch 
has embodied sharp and 
aggressive style with fully 
digital speedometer and 
LED tail lamps designed 
for the dynamic young¬ 
sters. 

“TVS NTORQ 125 is a one- 
of-its-kind offering, 
designed to meet the 
desires of the youthful 
customers”, said the 
President and CEO of 
TVS Motor Company 
K. N. Radhakrishnan, at 
the launch. The scooter is 
attractively priced at 
t 58,750, in New Delhi. 



K. N. Radhakrishnan, at the launch 



PARTHAPRATIM PAL 


MSP HIKE IS GOOD, EXECUTION IS KEY 


A griculture has not been 
doing well. In the latest 
Economic Survey, it has 
been pointed out that the esti¬ 
mated growth rate of agricul¬ 
ture is only 2.1 per cent for the 
year 2017-18. Agriculture is the 
biggest source of livelihood 
and employment in this coun¬ 
try. As it was expected, the 
government did focus on rural 
and agriculture sector in this 
budget. 

Agriculture is a state subject 
in India and the role of the 
Central government is limit¬ 
ed. Given this constraint, this 
year’s budget has put signifi¬ 
cant focus on the rural sector. 
In a major move, finance min¬ 
ister Arun Jaitley has 


increased the Minimum sup¬ 
port Price (MSP) to 1.5 times 
the cost of production of the 
eligible crops. This is a good 
move but its effectiveness will 
only be maximised if procure¬ 
ments are made in an unbi¬ 
ased and comprehensive man¬ 
ner. Mr Jaitley proposed set¬ 
ting up supporting institu¬ 
tions to make farmers aware 
about possible price move¬ 
ments in the agricultural mar¬ 
kets. This is a good move and 
can help farmers cope with 
high price volatilities associat¬ 
ed with the farm sector. 

There are also a host of ini¬ 
tiatives launched to improve 
marketability of agricultural 
products. There are plans of 


creating Graamen Agricult¬ 
ural Markets by upgrading vil¬ 
lage haats and improve con¬ 
nectivity among rural mar¬ 
kets. While these plans sound 
good on paper, the effective¬ 
ness of these schemes will 
depend on how well they are 
implemented. But marketing 
of crops only through APMCs 
has been a major hindrance 
for small farmers. This initia¬ 
tive may allow them to directly 
market their products. 

The government also propos¬ 
es to launch schemes to 
improve horticulture, organic 
farming, bamboo and medici¬ 
nal plants. These are welcome 
steps. The Northeastern part 
of India can significantly ben¬ 


efit from such initiatives. 

There are also a number of 
initiatives announced for food 
processing sector and the gov¬ 
ernment has also announced 
plans for setting up food parks. 
The level of processing in 
India for agricultural goods is 
abysmally low and there is an 
urgent need to improve it. 
Improved availability of pro¬ 
cessing facilities will help 
increase shelf life for agricul¬ 
tural goods and may lead to 
better price realisation by 
farmers. The government 
expects that availability of 
better processing and increase 
in number of food parks will 
allow India to increase its 
exports of agricultural goods. 


The plan of the government is 
to push agricultural exports to 
$100 billion from the present 
level of $30 billion. However, it 
will not be easy as the global 
market is very standard-driv¬ 
en and Indian agri exports 
quite often have failed to meet 
international standards. 

Among other initiatives, the 
government has extended use 
of Kisan credit cards to fish¬ 
ery and animal husbandry sec¬ 
tor. There has been an 
increase in the allocation for 
farm credit and there are pro¬ 
posals to change the capital 
structure of Food Corporation 
of India. 

(The writer is a professor of 
economics, IIM Calcutta) 








































































Former Australia fast bowler Doug 
Bollinger has announced his retirement 
from all cricket aged 36. 
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don’t think we 
played them 
particularly well, 
and that’s where 
our downfall was 

— Aiden Markram 

in skipper says 
the struggle 
against Yuzvendra 
Chahal and 
Kuldeep Yadav did 
them in 


NOW ASHWIN IN JUMBO PACK 

■ The India spinner talks about his new weapon, leg-break, and its Kumble connection 


SHORT TAKES 


BCCI likely to shift 
HQ to Bengaluru 

New Delhi: The BCCI might 
shift its headquarters from 
the iconic Wankhede 
Stadium in Mumbai to 
Bengaluru once the National 
Cricket Academy (NCA) 
takes shape in the next cou¬ 
ple of years. The BCCI has 
now got its own land — a 
huge 40 acre plot in the out¬ 
skirts of the Garden City 
where a state of the art 
NCA will be built. Many in 
the top brass feel that it is an 
ideal scenario to shift the 
headquarters from its rented 
premises in Mumbai as the 
new facility will also have 
five-star lodging facility. It is 
also learnt that COA is open 
to the idea. —PTI 


C. SANTHOSH KUMAR I DC 

CHENNAI, FEB. 5 

As R. Ashwin began his 
load-up before rolling his 
wrist over for a spell of 
leg-breaks, the resem¬ 
blance of Anil Kumble was 
striking. Ashwin who has 
been trying to add wrist 
spin to his armoury 
unleashed his new weapon 
against Gujarat in the 
Vijay Hazare one-day tour¬ 
nament in the eerie sur¬ 
roundings of 

Pachaiyappa’s College. He 
took two wickets. 

“That’s how I bowled. 
That’s what I have tried 
and sharpened out,” said 
Ashwin of his wrist spin 
run-up similar to that of 
former India coach 
Kumble. 

“I have also looked up 
actions of various people. 
I have also tried Paul 
Strang’s (former 

Zimbabwe leggie). I 
just try to incor¬ 
porate what I 
can add to 


my bowling. It’s been a 
tough journey and more 
game time in the middle 
would give a lot of confi¬ 
dence,” added Ashwin. 

Leg-break part of 
IPL plan 

I’m not looking at it as an 
evolution. I have been 
practising (wrist spin) for 
some time. This is part of 
my plan going into the 
IPL. I’m trying to build my 
armoury. I used to bowl 
good leg-breaks with my 
off-spin action when 
I was playing 
league cricket in 
Chennai. Over a 
period of time, 
in search to get 
my stock ball 
right, I obvious¬ 
ly had to cut out 
a lot of those 
things. I 


had possessed a lot more 
variations. I don’t really 
settle for anything. I never 
had the fear (affecting off- 
spin). My career has been 
such that people have 
always said that I tried a 
lot. And when I didn’t try a 
lot is when I have lost my 
place in the side. I don’t 
have any qualms about 
people’s opinions. But I 
should not feel that I didn’t 
try. I don’t know whether 
people have the courage to 
try but I certainly do. 

Wrist spin has 
noveity factor 

People do feel 
that wrist spin¬ 
ners have the 
extra bit due to 
their googlies 
and leg spin, 
ly This game is about 
"/ adaptability. When 
T20 came, people 
thought there 
was no space 
for spinners. 
Then finger 
spinners 






India women 
thrash Proteas 




R. Ashwin 
bowls against 
Gujarat in the 
Vijay Hazare 
Trophy. 

- E.K. Sanjay 


Kimberiey: India produced a 
clinical all-round perform¬ 
ance to thrash hosts South 
Africa by 88 runs in the first 
one-dayer of the ICC 
women’s Championship 
at Diamond Oval here on 
Monday. Opener Smriti 
Mandhana (84 off 98) scored 
a strokeful fifty while pace 
duo of Jhulan Goswami 
(4/24) and Shikha Pandey 
(3/23) shared seven wickets 
between them to emerge as 
the architects of India’s vic¬ 
tory. Electing to bat, left- 
handed batswoman 
Mandhana hit eight bound¬ 
aries and a six in her 98-ball 
innings and shared a 99- 
run stand with skipper 
Mithali Raj (45) to help India 
post 213 for seven in their 
allotted 50 overs. Chasing 
214 for a win, South Africa 
failed to stitch partnerships 
and kept losing wickets at 
regular intervals. Skipper D 
van Niekerk top-scored for 
South Africa with a 41. 
Pandey rocked the hosts 
early by removing opener 
Lizelle Lee (3), wicket-keeper 
Trisha Chetty (5) and Mignon 
du Preez (0) to leave them at 
23/3 in 9.2 overs. Spinner 
Poonam Yadav (2/22) then 
accounted for Laura 
Wolvaardt (21). - PTI 
Brief score: India 213/7 in 50 
overs (S. Mandhana 84, M. 
Kapp 2/26) bt South Africa 
125 in 43.2 overs (D. van 
Niekerk 41, Jhulan Goswami 

4/24). 


dominated for 10 years. 
Now wrist spinners are 
doing well. It is about how 
well one can adapt and 
how well one can keep 
moving on. 

Not going to fret over 
limited-overs return 

I can only do my part. And 
I’m focusing only on that. I 
don’t think I am at a phase 
of my career where I am 
going to really fret much 
and look forward to some¬ 
thing. Genuinely speak¬ 
ing, if I am good enough, I 
will play. But I always 
believe that I’m very good 
enough to play as a bowler 
in any team. That’s my 
self-confidence, but I will 
try to strengthen my 
ammunition for people to 
see. 

Wiii give my best if 
asked to iead in iPL 

As of now, nothing has 
been spoken about regard¬ 
ing captaincy. I have done 
well for TN in the past as 
skipper. I haven’t led TN in 
the T20 format. I’m some¬ 


one who will not let things 
run away. If at all given an 
opportunity, I will try to 
give my best. 

Disappointed to part 
ways with CSK 

I was a tad disappointed. I 
owned that space around 
Chepauk. The kind of 
roaring and cheering I 
received whenever I came 
to bowl would always 
reverberate in my ears. 
Days at CSK gave me 
momentum going into my 
international career. But, I 
can’t really complain 
(playing for Kings XI). It 
will feel lovely to wear 
Punjab colours and enter 
Chepauk! I will again get a 
chance to showcase my 
skills in front of my home 
crowd. That’s all that mat¬ 
ters to me. To play against 
CSK will probably moti¬ 
vate me more. 

Ready for another 
County stint 

In all likelihood, I will be 
going for a few county 
games. After the IPL, the 


Kohli is someone who goes for a win, come 
what may. He doesn’t have a negative 
bone in his body. He never thinks about 
situations to save the match. 

-R. ASHWIN 


number of county games 
between June and July is 
fewer — only three or four. 
That will be a good prac¬ 
tice ahead of the England 
tour. If I go, I will be going 
to Worcester again. 

Kohii doesn’t have a neg¬ 
ative bone in his body 

Kohli is someone who goes 
for a win, come what may. 
He doesn’t have a negative 
bone in his body He is 
always talking about a win 
and never thinks about sit¬ 
uations to save the match. 
That gives a lot of clarity 
to most of the people in 
the team. The body lan¬ 
guage of him is driven 
from his psyche. It gives an 
amazing amount of inten¬ 
sity to the team. This is the 
first big overseas series for 
Kohli as captain. He is still 


young as skipper. It’s 
unfair to try to split the 
stats (based on region). It 
looks like some people are 
always searching for nega¬ 
tivity. He is already on par 
with some of the greatest 
captains. It’s best that we 
give credit to him when it’s 
due. 

Performance In SA gives 
impetus for England trip 

I personally feel the South 
Africa Test series was very 
close. At Cape Town and 
Centurion, we were in the 
game till the last ball. If 
we had won the toss, it 
could have made a massive 
difference. In 

Johannesburg, we really 
showed a lot of guts and 
deserved to win. It gives us 
a lot of impetus going into 
the England series. 


Shankar, Kaushik hit tons as TN 
register 76-run win over Gujarat 


Chennai, Feb. 5: Tamil 
Nadu rode on centuries by 
captain Vijay Shankar and 
M. Kaushik Gandhi to 
post a 76-run win over 
Gujarat in the opening 
match of the Vijay Hazare 
Trophy Group ‘C’ league 
here on Monday. 

The home side posted 311 
for 8 in 50 overs thanks to 
the 219-run partnership 
between Shankar (100) 
and Gandhi (127) and held 
off a late challenge by 
Bhargav Merai (101) to 
restrict Gujarat to 235 all 
out in 45.1 overs. Test stars 
Murali Vijay and R. 
Ashwin had mixed for¬ 
tunes with the former 
being dimissed cheaply 
while the off-spinner 
returned figures of two 
for 38. 

Sent in to bat by Gujarat 
captain Priyank Panchal, 
the home side lost Test 
star Murali Vijay early, 
when he was caught 
behind by Dhrun Raval off 
Chintan Gaja for 11. 
Opener Gandhi and one- 
drop batsman B Aparajith 
(16) put on 31 runs before 
the latter was caught by H 
P Patel off 

medium-pacer Bhargav 
Merai for 16. Gandhi, who 
survived a few chances, 
made the most of 

it and played some good 
shots all-round the wicket. 
All-rounder Shankar, com¬ 
ing off a good run of 
scores in the local games, 
played confidently and 
slammed some e bound¬ 
aries and two big sixes. 
However, a flurry of wick¬ 
ets towards the end meant 
Tamil Nadu finished with 
311. 


Vijay Shankar (front) and Kaushik Gandhi during their 219-run stand. — E.K. Sanjay 


In reply, Gujarat saw 
opener S B Gohil fall in 
the first over to comeback 
man Aswin Crist. Panchal 
was the only one to offer 
resistance as the team 
slumped to 124 for 6 in the 
25th over. 

Merai, however, played a 
defiant knock, which 
included some beautiful 
drives and also hit a huge 
six off Washington 
Sundar and brought up 
his ton in 94 balls. 

Aswin Crist took three 
wickets while Ashwin 
ended Gujarat’s resistance 
by trapping Ishwar 


Chaudhary Ibw. 

Meanwhile, Surya Kumar 
Yadav blasted 11 fours and 
seven sixes in a 85-ball 
unbeaten 134 while Jay 
Bista hit 90 to shine in 
Mumbai’s 74-run victory 
over Madhya Pradesh. 

BRIEF SCORES 

Tamil Nadu 311/8 in 50 
overs (M. Kaushik Gandhi 
127, Vijay Shankar 100, N. 
Jagadeesan 27, Chintan 
Gaja 3/61) bt Gujarat 235 
in 45.1 overs (Priyank 
Panchal 42, Bhargav 
Merai 101, A. Aswin Crist 
3/44, R. Ashwin 2/38, MS 


Washington Sundar 
2/35). Mumbai 332/5 in 
50 overs (Akhil 
Herwadkar 49, Jay Bista 
90, Surya Kumar Yadav 
134*) bt Madhya Pradesh 
258 in 46.1 overs (Naman 
Ojha 35, Anshul Tripathi 
67, Shams Mulani 4/62, 
Dhrumil Matkar 3/50). 
Team Rajasthan 229/6 in 
50 overs (Salman Khan 
58, Chetan Bist 82*, B. 
Ayyappa 3/57) lost to 
Andhra 235/4 in 45 overs 
(Ashwin Hebbar 33, KS 
Bharat 38, G Hanuma 
Vihari 49, B. Sumanth 
71*). 




VIJAY HAZARE 


Unmukt braves broken jaw, 
slams ton to help Delhi win 


Bilaspur (HP), Feb. 5: 

Opener Unmukt Chand did 
not let a broken jaw stand in 
the way as he slammed a 
sublime century and pow¬ 
ered Delhi to a 55-run victo¬ 
ry over Uttar Pradesh in the 
Vijay Hazare Trophy here 
on Monday. 

Chand was dropped from 
the semifinal and final of 
the Ranji Trophy after a 
poor run of form, but 
regained his confidence 
with a half-century in the 
title clash of the Syed 
Mushtaq Ali T20 tourna¬ 
ment, which his team won. 
Sent in to bat after UP won 
the toss, Delhi rode on 
Chand's 116 off 125 balls to 
notch up a competitive 307 
for six in the allotted 50 
overs. 

A former U-19 World Cup 
winning captain, Chand 
was injured in the nets, just 
before the start of the 
match. But he showed 
courage and belted 12 
boundaries and three sixes 
during his stay in the mid¬ 
dle. Chand's opening part¬ 
ner, Hiten Dalai, was the 



Unmukt Chand 


next best scorer with 57 off 
64 balls, hitting eight fours. 

The two added 107 runs 
for the first wicket, laying a 
solid foundation for Delhi 
to make a big total. Dhruv 
Shorey and Nitish Rana 
contributed 31 each, while 

Rishabh Pant smashed a 
brisk 18-ball 28 with the 
help of three fours and two 
sixes. 

For Uttar Pradesh, mid¬ 
dle-order batsman Umang 
Sharma scored a fine 102 off 
104, but his effort went in 
vain. — PTI 


SELECT BRIEF SCORES 

Delhi 307/6 in 50 overs 
(Unmukt Chand 116, Hiten 
Dalai 57; Kartik Tyagi 
2/50, Ankit Rajpoot 2/61) 
bt Uttar Pradesh 252 in 
45.3 overs (Umang 
Sharma 102, Akshdeep 
Nath 54, Kulwant 
Khejroliya 4/34, Pradeep 
Sangwan 3/28). Mumbai 
332/5 in 50 overs (Akhil 
Herwadkar 49, Jay Bista 
90, Surya Kumar Yadav 
134*) bt Madhya Pradesh 
258 in 46.1 overs (Naman 
Ojha 35, Anshul Tripathi 
67, Shams Mulani 4/62, 
Dhrumil Matkar 3/50). 
Team Rajasthan 229/6 in 
50 overs (Salman Khan 58, 
Chetan Bist 82*, B 
Ayyappa 3/57) lost to 
Andhra 235/4 in 45 overs 
(Ashwin Hebbar 33, K S 
Bharat 38, G Hanuma 
Vihari 49, B. Sumanth 
71*). Hyderabad 329/5 in 
50 overs (P. Reddy 127, K. 
Sumanth 56, A. Bhandari 
47) bt Services 201 in 40.4 
overs (Rahul Singh 64, H. 
Sethi 38, Mohammed Siraj 
5/45). 



SC SEEKS Bai 
RESPONSE ON 
SREESANTH PlEA 

New Delhi, Feb. 5: The 
Supreme Court on 
Monday sought a 
response from BCCI on 
controversial cricketer S 
Sreesanth’s plea chal¬ 
lenging a Kerala High 
Court verdict restoring 
the life ban imposed on 
him by the apex cricket 
body in the wake of the 
2013 IPL spot-fixing 
scandal. 

A bench headed by 
Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra asked the Board 
of Control for Cricket in 
India and the two mem¬ 
bers of the committee, 
which had recommend¬ 
ed life ban on Sreesanth, 
to file their responses 
within four weeks. 

Senior advocate 

Salman Khurshid, rep¬ 
resenting the cricketer, 
told the bench that the 
life ban was extremely 
harsh penalty and more¬ 
over, the cricketer has 
not been playing for last 
five years which was 
more than enough. 

Senior advocate Parag 
Tripathi, appearing for 
the BCCI, accepted the 
notice on behalf of the 
cricket body. 

— PTI 


KABEER KHAN I DC 

MUMBAI, FEB. 5 

Whether it is Shubhman 
Gill’s resounding semi¬ 
final century or Majot 
Karla’s ton in the final, the 
Indian colts have left a 
mark in the U-19 World 
Cup with their swash¬ 
buckling performance. 
They certainly carried for¬ 
ward the confidence from 
New Zealand to India as 
they addressed a swarm of 
reporters here with coach 
Rahul Dravid after arriv¬ 
ing from the Antipodes. 

The tournament certain¬ 
ly threw up a bunch of 
heroes who pulverised 
opponents into submis¬ 
sion. Rarely has cricket 
witnessed such a flawless 
show from one team at an 
ICC event. 

Dravid called the tri¬ 
umph as a major victory 
on a personal level. “The 
real satisfaction for me 
has been the process that 
has been followed over the 
last 14-16 months. I think 
just the whole preparation 
and planning that has 
gone into developing 
under-19 players, and not 
necessarily players in this 
World Cup, is a good 
process that we’ve put in 
place,” said the former 
Indian skipper. 


Now the uphill task for 
these young guns will 
begin and Dravid is no 
stranger to it. “The chal¬ 
lenge and the hard work 
really start from here; we 
had a couple of conversa¬ 
tions about it. When we 
were there they showed a 
rerun of the 2012 final and 
I started checking upon a 
few things. It is interest¬ 
ing; the result of that 
match is India beat 
Australia but six years 
down the line only one of 
those boys has played for 


India while 5-6 of them 
went on to play for 
Australia,” he said. 

Prithvi Shaw took 
charge of the team last 
year when the side trav¬ 
elled to England for a five- 
match GDI series in which 
they handed a whitewash 
to the hosts. He has now 
led the team to another 
unbeaten trip to New 
Zealand for a more famous 
trophy. “We have brought 
the World Cup back and 
everyone including the 
support staff have worked 


hard and the results 
show,” said the Mumbai 
lad. 

Kamlesh Nagarkoti and 
Shivam Mavi were as 
lethal in the tournament 
as the duo of Wasim 
Akram and Waqar Younis. 
They attracted huge bids 
from the Indian Premier 
League franchises. The 
plan was very simple for 
the pair. 

One had to focus on the 
wickets and the other was 
in charge of checking the 
run flow. 
































Gary Woodland birdied three of the last four holes 
of regulation then beat Chez Reavie with a par at 
the first playoff hole to win the Phoenix Open golf 
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We cannot 
afford any 
slip-ups with 
Napoli having 
an extraordinary 
championship. It 
was important to 
win so we could 
break away from 
the chasing pack. 

— Massimiliano 
Allegri 

Juventus 
coach after 
their 7-0 win 
over Sassuolo 


SHORT TAKES 




Philadelphia win | 
Super Bowi | 

Minneapolis: The Philadelphia 
Eagles scored an upset 41-33 
victory over the New England 
Patriots to win their first ever 
Super Bowl — American 
Football League’s champi¬ 
onship game — here on Sunday 
after a late Tom Brady fumble 
ended the quarterback’s tilt at 

history. 

A magnificent performance 
from the Eagles’ back-up quar¬ 
terback Nick Foies — who 
threw three touchdowns and 
nearly 400 yards — had helped 
Philadelphia into a 38-33 lead 
with just over two minutes left 
in the NFL championship game 
at Minneapolis’ US Bank 
Stadium. 

The stage was set for Brady, 

40, to mount one of his famous 
comeback drives as the clock 
ticked down and the Patriots 
took possession. But superb 
pressure from Eagles defensive 
end Brandon Graham forced 
Brady to fumble, turning the 
ball over to Philadelphia deep 
in New England territory. 
Brady, who had been bidding 
to become the oldest quarter¬ 
back to win the Super Bowl and 
the first man to win six 
Lombardi Trophies, sat on the 
turf in disbelief as the Eagles 
erupted in celebration. — AFP 

Froome season i 
under scanner | 

London: Chris Froome will 
begin his 2018 season at this 
month’s Ruta del Sol, Team Sky 
announced on Monday, with the 
British rider “confident” there 
will be progress on a probe into 
an adverse doping test. 
Froome will be part of Team 
Sky’s line-up for the five-day 
stage race in Andalusia, south¬ 
ern Spain, which runs from 
February 14 to 18. 
Froome will line up in Spain 
after spending the early part of 
the year training in South 
Africa. “I have put in a hard 
training block in January,” said 

Froome. 


CITY CLIPS 


PSBB champions 

Brief scores of the Agarwal 
Vidyalaya inter-school cricket 
tournament: Muslim School 121/8 
in 20 overs (Sanjay 25) lost to 
PSBB Millennium 122/1 in 18.2 
overs (Ramnarayanan 71*). MoM: 
Ramnarayanan. 

Special awards: MoS: 

Pranavkumar (PSBB Millennium). 
Best bowler: Elavarasan .M 
(Muslim School). Best batsman: 
Kesav Balaji (Chinmaya 
Vidyalaya). Best wicket-keeper: 
Mohammed Ashif G.R. (Padma 
Sarangapani). Best fielder: S. 
Subash (Bakthavaachalam). 

Prasanna sparkles 

Brief scores of the TNCA inter¬ 
district U-16 tournament: SF: 
Kancheepuram 215 in 85.3 overs 
(Adittya Varadharajan 48, R. Yash 
78, R. Prasanna Venkatesh 5/59) 
vs Madurai 13 for no loss in 3 
overs. Tiruchirpalli 76 in 56.1 
overs (P. Shiv Naren 47) vs 
Coimbatore 92/1 in 34 overs (T. 
Vijay Abimanyu 35, B. Sachin 
35*). 


Daniel dazzles 

Brief scores of the TNCA-Vellore 
DCA league: Metro CC 85 in 19.3 
overs (V. Dhanasekar 30, B. 
Yokeshwararn 4/7) tied with 
Sunshine CC 85 in 27 overs (E. 
Karthick 30, P. Vijayarajan 5/31). 
United CC 168 in 34 Overs (M. 
Rajesh 72, S. Daniel 5/32) bt 
Metro CC 108 in 19.4 overs (V. 
Dhanasekar 38, C. Kishore Kumar 
4/23, K. Gunasekar 3/20). 2nd 
division: Power Star CC 34 in 10 
overs (A. Yokeswaran 5/14, 
M.Karmugilan 4/20) lost to 
Vinoth Sports Academy 36 for no 
loss in 3 overs (D. Manigandan 
32*). Gudiyatham Cricket 
Academy 191 in 24 overs (R. 
Karmega Prabhu 52, A. Rajesh 
33, L. Sathish 46, J. Rajesh 3/35) 
bt Saba Group CC 121/7 in 25 
Overs (G. Gowtham 71*, T. Raghu 
4/34). 3rd division: MS Cricket 
Club 209/9 in 30 overs (K. 
Sendhil Kumar 53, P. Ramesh 
Babu 47, K. Saravanakumar 6/42) 
bt Power Origins CC 152 /5 in 30 
Overs (M.D.Sheran Basha 28, M. 
Santhosh Kumar 30). 


THMLLER N BOSTON 


■ Celtics win by one point after Al’s last second shot 


Charlotte Hornets guard Jeremy Lamb (left) drives to the basket as Dragan Bender of Phoenix Sun tries to defend 
during the second half of their NBA game in Phoenix on Sunday. The Hornets won 115-110. - AP 


Los Angeles, Feb. 5: A1 
Horford rattled in a fade¬ 
away jumper as the buzzer 
sounded to lift the Boston 
Celtics to a 97-96 NBA win 
over the Portland Trail 
Blazers on Sunday 

“It’s a shot I work on a 
lot and it felt good when it 
left my hands,” Horford 
said. 

Horford, Semi Ojeleye 
and Jayson Tatum scored 
consecutive three-point¬ 
ers late in the fourth quar¬ 
ter as the Celtics took the 
lead with an 11-0 scoring 
run after trailing 85-79. 

Horford said teammate 
Jaylen Brown was sup¬ 
posed to take the last shot 
but he was covered. 

“That shot epitomizes 
the work he puts in,” 
Brown said. “He embraces 
those opportunities and 
steps up to the challenge.” 

Horford finished with 22 
points and 10 rebounds for 
Boston, who won their 
fourth game in a row. 
Tatum had 17 points and 
Brown scored 16 for the 
Celtics in front of a crowd 
of 18,600 at the Boston 
Garden arena. 

Terry Rozier, starting in 
place of injured guard 
Kyrie Irving, had 11 
points on five-of-18 shoot¬ 
ing. 

Damian Lillard scored 
the final eight points for 
the Blazers, including a 
three-point play with 
seven seconds left to give 
them the lead 96-95. 

Lillard finished with 21 
points shooting six-of-19 
from the field. C.J. 
McCollum led the Blazers 
with 22 points. 

“They executed well 
down the stretch, made 
some tough shots,” 
McCollum said. 

“Credit them for battling 
back and then down the 
stretch they seemed to 
match every basket,” he 
added. 

Celtics coach Brad 
Stevens said they were 


going to celebrate the win 
by watching the New 
England Patriots battle 
the Philadelphia Eagles in 
Super Bowl 52. 

“Wanted to end the game 
so we could go watch the 
Super Bowl,” Stevens 
said. 

Elsewhere, the 

Milwaukee Bucks breezed 
past the Brooklyn Nets 
109-94 despite missing star 
Giannis Antetokounmpo 
who left the game in the 
final quarter with a sore 
right ankle. 

Eric Bledsoe scored 28 
points, John Henson had 
19 points and 18 rebounds 
for the Bucks who 
stretched their winning 


streak over the Nets to 10 
games. 

Scare for Giannis 

Milwaukee led by as many 
as 28 points at one stage 
and were in control when 
Antetokounmpo twisted 
his ankle and headed to 
the bench. He finished 
with 16 points. 

Antetokounmpo said the 
injury was not a serious 
one and he wanted to 
come back in the game but 
the coaching staff would¬ 
n’t allow it. 

Khris Middleton also 
had 16 points for the 
Bucks, who improved to 6- 
1 since firing coach Jason 
Kidd. DeMarre Carroll 


and Caris LeVert each 
scored 15 for the Nets, who 
lost for the sixth time in 
seven games. 

In Toronto, Delon 
Wright had 15 points off 
the bench as the Toronto 
Raptors beat the Memphis 
Grizzlies 101-86. 

The Raptors have won 
five straight at home 
against the Grizzlies. 
Toronto improved to a 
league-best 21-4 on home 
court this season and 7-3 
in its past 10 games. 

Grizzlies started their 
NBA life out as the expan¬ 
sion Vancouver Grizzlies 
where they played for six 
seasons. In 2001 they 
moved to Memphis, leav¬ 


ing the Raptors as the lone 
Canadian team in the 
league. 

Marc Gasol scored 20 
points and Andrew 
Harrison had 16 for the 
Grizzlies, who have lost 
six straight on the road. 

In Oklahoma City, 
Russell Westbrook scored 
36 points but the mistake- 
prone Oklahoma City 
Thunder couldn’t over¬ 
come some untimely 
turnovers in a 104-108 
defeat to the Los Angeles 
Lakers. 

The Thunder have now 
lost four straight after 
going on an eight-game 
win streak in January. 

— AFP 




LMCC, winners of the second division of the TNCA-Villupuram DCA league. D. Santhosh Kumar of Sakthi CC was 
named the best batsman of the league, while LMCC’s K. Loganathan won the best bowler award. K. Stalin of SGCC 
won the best all-rounder award. 


Sex abuse 
trauma units 
at Olympics 


Bristling Bach gives it back 

COLD CONDITIONS COULD 
KEEP MANY OFF OPENER 


Pyeongchang (South 
Korea), Feb. 5: Fifteen 
Russians whose life bans 
for doping were lifted last 
week have been barred 
from the Pyeongchang 
Winter Games, the 
International Olympic 
Committee said on 
Monday, as Russia’s drugs 
conspiracy continued to 
reverberate just days from 
the opening ceremony. 

The decision was taken 
after a special panel 
“unanimously recom¬ 
mended that the IOC not 
extend an invitation to the 
Olympic Winter Games 
Pyeongchang 2018 to the 15 
individuals,” a statement 
said. 

“The OAR IG (Olympic 
Athlete from Russia 
Implementation Group) 
confirmed that no addi¬ 
tional invitations will be 
extended to these 15 indi¬ 
viduals,” the IOC said. 

The 15 were among a 
group of 28 Russians who 
had been banned for life 
from the Olympics for dop¬ 
ing, but whose suspen¬ 
sions were overturned at 
the Court of Arbitration 
for Sport on Thursday. 

They included 13 ath¬ 
letes and two ex-athletes 


Pyeongchang Feb. 5: 

Freezing weather at the 
Winter Olympics threat¬ 
ens to force some athletes 
and staff to pull out of 
Friday’s opening ceremo¬ 
ny as Pyeongchang shiv¬ 
ers in temperatures 
plunging to minus 20 
degrees Celsius. 

The Pyeongchang 
Games are shaping up to 
be one of the coldest 
Olympics ever. 

Italy are among the 
countries fearing the 
dangerous effects of the 
big chill and are advising 
their competitors to 
ensure they are moving 
at all times during the 


now working as support 
staff. The other members 
of the 28 have either 
retired or are unavailable 
for undisclosed reasons. 

The IOC has barred 
Russia from the 
Pyeongchang Olympics, 
which open on Friday, 
over a widespread doping 


traditional curtainraiser. 

Doctors with the Italian 
team have ordered coach¬ 
es and staff with heart 
problems or diabetes to 
keep in the warm instead 
— stadium for the open¬ 
ing ceremony is open to 
elements with no roof. 

New Zealand are taking 
no chances and Peter 
Warden, their chef de 
mission, admitted on 
Monday: “We are a little 
trepidations about the 
opening ceremony, which 
is going to be at night, 
and how we are all going 
to keep warm if it’s going 
to be these sorts of tem¬ 
peratures.” — AFP 


conspiracy. But 169 
Russians who have passed 
strict anti-doping proto¬ 
cols will compete under a 
neutral flag. 

The announcement 
comes after the body’s 
president, Thomas Bach, 
slammed the CAS decision 
and called for reforms to 


the independent sports tri¬ 
bunal. 

Bach kept up his attack 
on Monday, when he told 
reporters: “This CAS deci¬ 
sion is extremely disap¬ 
pointing and needs a very 
careful review. We will 
clearly review it. If we can 
appeal it we will appeal 
it.” 

The World Anti-Doping 
Agency has also expressed 
“serious concern” over 
the decision by CAS, 
which said it had insuffi¬ 
cient evidence to leave the 
bans in place. 

And Canadian luge ath¬ 
lete Sam Edney who was 
robbed of a 2014 Olympic 
medal when the bans were 
overturned, called the 
uncertainty “a nightmare 
for clean athletes”. 

Australia’s John Coates, 
president of the court’s 
governing body, said the 
tribunal would “thorough¬ 
ly examine” the concerns 
raised by Bach and would 
issue details of the deci¬ 
sions as soon as possible. 

“Athletes are entitled to 
have confidence in judi¬ 
cial processes at all levels, 
more particularly before 
the CAS,” Coates said in a 
statement. — AFP 


Pyeongchang Feb. 5: As 
American sport reels 
from a horrifying sexual 
abuse scandal, athletes 
competing in this month’s 
Pyeongchang Olympics 
will have access to trauma 
units for the first time in 
Games history. 

The Winter Olympics 
open in South Korea on 
Friday after long-time 
USA Gymnastics team 
doctor Larry Nassar was 
sentenced to up to 175 
years in prison for molest¬ 
ing young athletes in a 
case that sparked univer¬ 
sal shock and anger. 

Four counselling cen¬ 
tres have been set up by 
local organisers to offer 
medical and psychologi¬ 
cal care to athletes sub¬ 
jected to harassment or 
abuse. 

Legal advice will also be 
on hand to help victims 
file a police report, 
according to Games offi¬ 
cials. “We have to protect 
our athletes and help 
them avoid and manage 
any situation,” said 
International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) safe¬ 
guarding officer Susan 
Greinig. 

“It’s important to raise 
awareness. If you learn 
about something you feel 
more in control,” said the 
IOC medical officer. 

Greinig took up her role 
as safeguarding officer at 
the 2016 Rio Olympics, 
when the IOC first created 
the post, and recommend¬ 
ed future local organisers 
establish their own frame¬ 
work for dealing with sex¬ 
ual harassment. 

American luge slider 
Summer Britcher 

applauded the decision to 
set up support units at the 
Games, crediting the 
more than 150 victims 
who gave testimony 
against the disgraced 
Nassar. 

“Everything that hap¬ 
pened with the gymnas¬ 
tics team is really horri¬ 
ble,” she said. 

“But I think maybe it’s a 
bit of a silver lining that 
those women having the 
strength and bravery to 
come forward has result¬ 
ed in having these 
avenues available for 
women in the future,” she 
added. — AFP 


STAR 


Kamalraj back, 
not back home 


T.N. RAGHU 

CHENNAI, FEB. 5 

K. Kamalraj hasn’t been 
home for three months. 
Even after winning a silver 
medal in the triple jump at 
the Asian indoor athletic 
championship in Tehran 
on Saturday, he will not be 
able to meet his family to 
savour his success. The 19- 
year-old will go to 
Indonesia to take part in 
an Asian Games test event 
from a camp in 
Trivandrum. It’s his life 
and he knows it. 

Whether he goes to 
Samalapuram in the near 
future or not, the village in 
Tirupur district has got a 
hero now. Overcoming the 
fear of taking part in an 
international meet for the 
first time was his first chal¬ 
lenge. Not only did he con¬ 
quer stage fright; he went a 
step further by reaching 
the podium with an effort 
of 16.23 metres, which was 
only three centimetres 
short of the golden jump. 

“I will never forget the 
dizzying feeling that 
gripped me when I wore 
the Indian blazer for the 
first time. I had goose 
bumps. I was full of nerves 
until I made the first jump. 
The thought that I was a 
junior among seniors was 
always on my mind initial¬ 
ly,” said Kamal, who comes 
from a poor background 
like many athletes in 
Tamil Nadu. 

But Kamal didn’t harbour 
hopes of winning a medal 
when he boarded the flight 
to the Iranian capital for 



K. Kamalraj 


his first foreign trip. “I only 
wanted to give my best 
because it was my maiden 
international meet. I was 
thrilled when I went on to 
finish second. Then I rued 
the fact that I missed out on 
the gold so narrowly,” he 
said, laughing. 

Kamal credited his coach 
Md. Nizammuddin for 
helping him come of age in 
the national champi¬ 
onship. “I had never won 
anything in school. Only 
after coming under Mr 
Nizam’s wing, did I start to 
finish among medallists. I 
owe this Asian medal to 
him,” he added. 

The new kid on the block 
is aware of the sacrifices 
he has to make to keep 
winning. Determination is 
as important as hunger 
and hard work in athletics. 



Napoli’s Italian striker Lorenzo Insigne celebrates scoring 
a goal during the Italian league match against Benevento 
Calcio at the Giro Vigorito Stadium in Benevento on 
Sunday. Napoli won 2-0. - AFP 


FRENCH LEAGUE 


Monaco 



overcome Lyon 


Paris, Feb. 5: Rony Lopes 
struck a dramatic late win¬ 
ner as Monaco recovered 
from two goals down and 
overcame the first-half dis¬ 
missal of Keita Balde to 
stun Lyon 3-2 in the French 
football league on Sunday. 

Mariano Diaz scored a 
12th-minute opener for 
Lyon at the Stade Louis II 
as his deflected shot from 
distance deceived Monaco 
goalkeeper Danijel 

Subasic, who hobbled off 
injured after tangling with 
the net. 

Lyon doubled their lead 
before the half-hour as 
Bertrand Traore, making 
his first league start since 
early November, volleyed 
in at the near post past 
replacement keeper 

Seydou Sy. 

But Senegal internation¬ 
al Balde held off a succes¬ 
sion of defenders before 
rifling in a low angled 
drive to halve the deficit 
just three minutes later. 

Radamel Falcao then 
equalised on 36 minutes 
when he converted the 
rebound after seeing his 
penalty, awarded for a foul 
on Kamil Glik, saved ini¬ 
tially by Anthony Lopes. 

It took the Colombian to 
17 league goals for the sea¬ 
son — trailing only Paris 


Saint-Germain duo 

Edinson Cavani (21) and 
Neymar (18). 

But Monaco were 
reduced to 10 men on the 
stroke of half-time as 
Balde, booked moments 
earlier for kicking away 
the ball in frustration, was 
shown a second yellow 
card for a nasty foul on 
Ferland Mendy. 

The hosts then lost cap¬ 
tain Falcao to a thigh 
injury 10 minutes into the 
second half, but it was his 
replacement Stevan 

Jovetic who set up 
Portugal international 
Lopes for the winning goal 
a minute from time. 

Lyon conceded posses¬ 
sion cheaply inside their 
own half, and the 
Montenegrin striker rolled 
the ball into the path of 
Lopes who drilled into the 
far corner to complete a 
sensational turnaround 
and help avenge last 
month’s 3-2 loss in the 
French Cup. 

The result bumped 
Monaco up to third, one 
point behind Marseille, 
while Lyon finished the 
weekend a point outside 
the Champions League 
places in fourth after drop¬ 
ping from second. 

— AFP 
































Golfer Shubhankar Sharma’s Maybank Championship 
win lifts him to 72nd place, surpasses Anirban Lahiri 
as highest rated Indian in official world rankings 
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^ Harry Kane is 
^^one of the best 
strikers. He can 
miss a penalty or a 
chance, but the 
personality to score 
100 Premier 
League goals is 
because you have 
big, big balls. 



— Mauricio Pochettino 
ToHenham manager hails 
Kane’s bravery after he 
shrugged off missing a 
penalty to net his 100th 
EPL goal from a 
second spoMiick 


SHORT takes 


Chhattisgarh drub i 
MHA in nationals I 

New Delhi: Chhattisgarh, Him 
Academy and Gangpur- 
Odisha posted emphatic wins 
on day five of the eighth 
Hockey India senior women’s 
national championship in 
Ranchi on Monday. 
Chhattisgarh registered a 
comfortable 5-1 win over 
Mumbai Hockey Association 
Ltd in a Pool A match. Soni 
Gaund hit a double while Arti 
Kashyap, Balvinder Kaur 
Mehra and Mahima’s netted 
one apiece. 
Later, Him Academy beat 
Bhopal 4-0 in Pool B as 
Vandana Rani struck a hat- 

trick. 

Gangpur-Odisha later 
spanked Rajasthan 7-4 in a 
Pool C encounter. Rojita 
Kujur starred with three 
goals, Elin Lakra and Rinki 
Kujur scores two goals each 
and Philicia Toppo netted 
once for the winners. 
Rajasthan’s goals came from 
Prakash Choudhary (2), 
Nivedita Chakravarty and 
Meena Kumari. 


Paddler Thakkar i 
settles for silver I 


New Delhi: Manav Thakkar 
settled for silver in the boys’ 
final of the 2018 ITTF world 
junior circuit finals in 
Luxembourg, according to 
information received here. 
Thakkar, seeded third, went 
down to top seed Kanak Jha 
of the US 3-4 (11-9, 3-11,11-9. 
6-11, 3-11, 11-9, 6-11) in a see¬ 
saw final. 
“He converted some good 
points and got benefited 
from negatives that I should¬ 
n’t have offered,” said 
Thakkar. 

In the semi-finals, Thakkar 
accounted for Egypt’s 
Youssef Abdel-Aziz 4-1 (11-9, 
7-11,14-12,11-9, ll-6.while the 
US paddler defeated sixth 
seed Russian Ivonin Denis 11- 
3, 12-10, 11-9, 11-6. 
“I felt very good, it was a 
good match. My opponent 
played really very well,” said 

Thakkar. 


HARYANA STAY I 
A10P MEDALS \ 
1ALLYINKISG I 

New Delhi: Haryana stayed 
on top despite not adding to 
their overnight tally of 20 
gold medals while Delhi nar¬ 
rowed the gap to just two at 
the first Khelo India School 
games here on Monday. 
Late on Sunday, Delhi won 
the boys’ kabaddi gold 
and on Monday, added the 
boys volleyball title to move 
to 18 medals, while 
Maharashtra were third with 
16 gold and Karnataka had 15. 
West Bengal opened their 
gold medal tally with two 
successes on Monday. The 
girls won the volleyball gold 
and in the evening they 
added one more through 
weightlifter Shrabani Das in 
the girls 48 kg category. 

Of the four weight categories 
in weightlifting, Assam 
(Sidhanta Gogoi in boys 56 
kg), Odhisa (Bhaktaram Desti 
in boys 50kg), Bengal and 
Manipur (Konsam Ormila 
Devi, girls 44 kg) shared the 
honours.Ormila Devi, a 
Commonwealth Youth 
Championship winner, lifted a 
combined total of 137 kg. 

-PTI 
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PREMIER LEAGUE 


Kane denies diving after penaity row 



London, Feb. 5: 

Tottenham striker Harry 
Kane has hit back at Virgil 
van Dijk’s claim he dived 
to win a penalty in 
Sunday’s dramatic 2-2 
Premier League draw at 
Anfield. 

Liverpool’s record sign¬ 
ing said the England inter¬ 
national went down too 
easily under pressure from 
goalkeeper Loris Karius 
for the first of two Spurs 
penalties. 

“I think it is a dive. You 
see him (Kane) diving 
clearly and no one is talk¬ 
ing about it but I think it is 
a dive,” said van Dijk, who 
joined Liverpool from 
Southampton last month 
for £75 million. 

Kane’s first spot-kick was 
saved but he converted a 
second deep into added 
time to salvage a point and 
reach 100 Premier League 
goals. 

“He (Karius) has dived, 
he got in the way and I’m a 
player. I’m not going to 
jump out of the way 
because it’s football,” said 
Kane, denying van Dijk’s 
accusation. “I definitely 
felt contact and I went 
down.” 

Kane, like manager 
Mauricio Pochettino, 
praised the officials for 
having the strength of 
character to award two 
controversial penalties at 
Liverpool’s home ground. 

Assistant referee Ed 
Smart flagged for a van 
Dijk foul on Erik Lamela 
for the second penalty 
award after match official 
Jon Moss had waved play 
on. 


RESULTS 


Crystal Palace 1 

(Milivojevic 55-pen) 
Newcastle 1 

(Diame 22) 

Liverpool 2 

(Sa/ah 3, 90+1) 
Tottenham 2 


(Wanyama 80, Kane 
90+5-pen) 


“I thought the linesman 
showed amazing character 
to give (the second penalty) 
because a lot happened for 
the first one about the 
linesman so to give that 
penalty was massive — 
and it was a penalty,” 
added Kane. 

The debate surrounding 
the first penalty centred on 
whether Liverpool defend¬ 
er Dejan Lovren had 
touched the ball on its way 
through to Kane, who 


would otherwise have been 
offside as he clashed with 
Karius. Kane’s late strike 
brought up a century of 
Premier League goals in 
his 141st match. 

Only Alan Shearer (124) 
reached the landmark 
more quickly and the 
Tottenham striker now has 
his sights set on the next 
100, with Shearer’s all-time 
record of 260 still some 
way off. 

“That has to be the aim — 


and hopefully quicker than 
I got to 100,” said the 24- 
year-old. “It is nice, I am 
going to enjoy the moment 
but let’s see how many I 
can get this year and go 
from there.” 

Liverpool are third in the 
Premier League, five 
points behind second- 
placed Manchester United, 
while Spurs are fifth, one 
point behind Chelsea, who 
travel to play Watford on 
Monday. 


NEWCASTLE HELD 

Newcastle remain mired 
in the battle for survival 
after Crystal Palace sal¬ 
vaged a 1-1 draw. 

Rafael Benitez’s side took 
a first half lead through 
Mohamed Diame, but a 
Luka Milivojevic penalty 
soon after the interval 
forced Newcastle to settle 
for a point. 

The Magpies are only one 
point above the relegation 
zone in 16th place after 


failing to win for a fourth 
consecutive league match. 

Palace, without a win in 
their last three league 
games, are two points 
ahead of Newcastle. 

The visitors had gone in 
front in the 22nd minute. 

Kenedy swung a low 
delivery into the penalty 
area that Milivojevic 
missed and when Martin 
Kelly failed to track 
Diame’s run, the Senegal 
midfielder was free to fin¬ 


ish from close-range. 

But Newcastle defender 
Ciaran Clark conceded a 
55th minute penalty when 
he bundled over Christian 
Benteke after the striker 
leaped to reach Wilfried 
Zaha’s cross. 

Milivojevic sent his spot- 
kick towards the bottom 
corner and although Karl 
Darlow got a hand to the 
ball, he was unable to pre¬ 
vent it reaching the back of 
the net. — AFP 


ISL SEASON 4 


Play-off race gathers pace 

■ Chennaiyin face Bengaluru in a crucial match today 



T.N. RAGHU 

CHENNAI, FEB. 5 

South is north as far as the 
fourth season of the 
Indian Super League is 
concerned with Bengaluru 
EC and Chennaiyin EC 
occupying the first and 
second place on the table 
respectively. The two top 
teams will meet at the 
Nehru Stadium here on 
Tuesday and the winners 
of the spicy South Indian 
derby will have the tail¬ 
wind in the play-off race. 
Bengaluru, who have 
played a match more than 
Chennaiyin, are seeking 
their fourth victory on the 
trot. 

Having gone down to 
Chennaiyin 1-2 in the 
home fixture, Bengaluru 
will be keen to turn the 
tables on the hosts here on 
Tuesday because a win 
will give them a seven- 
point cushion at the top. 
For Bengaluru coach 
Albert Roca, talks about 
being the best in the 
league are premature as 
nothing yet has been 
decided. “I feel it would be 
better to open up on the 
subject after the tourna¬ 
ment,” he said. 

As things stand now, 
Bengaluru and 

Chennaiyin appear on 
course to reach the play¬ 
offs but both of them 
know they aren’t yet there 
numerically. Chennaiyin 
coach John Gregory put it 
succinctly on Monday. 
“For me the season is 
starting tomorrow. We had 
just been jostling for posi¬ 
tions so far. We need three 
wins on the final lap to 
secure a place in the play¬ 
offs. It’s not going to be 
easy because we will be 
playing five matches in 17 
days,” he said. 

Incidentally, Bengaluru 
and Chennaiyin are meet¬ 
ing in the crucial match 
after seeing off Atletico de 
Kolkata away in the previ¬ 
ous round. While Roca’s 
team have only two days’ 
rest after their Kolkata 
sojourn, Chennai haven’t 


played a match since their 
trip to the West Bengal 
capital on January 25. 
Predictably, Roca 

bemoaned the lack of rest 
for his team and Gregory 
elaborated on the advan¬ 
tages of playing back-to- 
back to matches. Either 
way, neutral fans are in for 
a treat as both teams will 
sure be gunning for three 
points on Tuesday. 

Bengaluru, one of the 
two new teams in the ISL 
this season, have taken to 
the competition like a hip¬ 
popotamus (Doesn’t duck 
need some rest?) to water. 
A settled squad with the 
same coach from last sea¬ 
son’s I-League and a pro¬ 
fessional approach since 
inception has fired them 
to the top of the table. It 
must be said that 
Bengaluru have also suc¬ 
ceeded in cultivating a 
committed fan base, the 


lifeblood of football clubs. 

Apart from the number 
of goals (14) both teams 
have conceded, what 
unites Bengaluru and 
Chennaiyin is also the fine 
form of their leading 
Indian forward. 

Bengaluru captain Sunil 
Chhetri, also the national 
team’s skipper, leads the 
charge for Indian football 
with eight goals, one more 
than Jeje Lalpekhlua of 
Chennaiyin. The two for¬ 
wards have proved that 
Indians do know how to 
stick the ball in the net. 
And, their battle for 
supremacy will be a sub¬ 
plot in what promises to be 
an electrifying match on 
Tuesday. 

Roca paid rich tribute to 
Chhetri, saying the striker 
“could be a legend.” “Any 
coach or team would love 
to have him. He is profes¬ 
sional and humble. I’m 


lucky to have him in my 
side,” he added. At BFC, 
Chhetri has a potent strike 
partner in Miku of 
Venezuela who has scored 
10 goals. 

Jeje, unlike Chhetri, 
shoulders the scoring 
responsibility for Chennai 
all alone. Gregory isn’t 
worried that his team 
don’t have a double act up 


front like Bengaluru. “The 
goals Jeje has scored are 
testament to his ability. 
But shouldering the onus 
all alone can be a big bur¬ 
den. That’s why I’m happy 
everybody is contributing 
to our tally,” he added. 
Chennaiyin should also be 
glad that their opponents 
wouldn’t know who to 
mark apart from Jeje. 


INDIAN SUPER LEAGUE 


TEAM 

P 

W 

D 

L 

GD 

PTS 

Bengaluru 

13 

9 

0 

4 

11 

27 

Chennaiyin 

12 

7 

2 

3 

5 

23 

FC Pune City 

13 

7 

1 

5 

10 

22 

Jamshedpur 

14 

6 

4 

4 

2 

22 

Kerala 

14 

5 

5 

4 

-1 

20 

FC Goa 

12 

6 

2 

4 

6 

20 

Mumbai City 

13 

5 

2 

6 

1 

17 

ATK 

13 

3 

3 

7 

-9 

12 

NorthEast United 

12 

3 

2 

7 

-9 

11 

Delhi Dynamos 

12 

2 

1 

9 

-16 

7 


Barcelona coach 
cherishes draw 


Madrid, Feb. 5: Gerard 
Pique salvaged a 1-1 draw 
for La Liga leaders 
Barcelona at city rivals 
Espanyol on Sunday, 
keeping their bid for an 
unbeaten campaign on 
track, while Atletico 
Madrid edged out 
Valencia to cut the gap at 
the top to nine points. 

Ernesto Valverde’s men 
were in danger of falling 
to their first league defeat 
of the season when 
Gerard Moreno nodded 
the hosts ahead midway 
through the second half, 
but centre-back Pique 
met a Lionel Messi corner 
in the 82nd minute to 
snatch a point. 

Barcelona are now nine 
points clear at the top of 
the table from Atletico 
Madrid, who beat third- 
placed Valencia 1-0 at the 
Wanda Metropolitano. 

The Catalan derby was 
played in pouring rain 


and Valverde slammed 
the “dangerous” pitch. 

“We give a lot of value to 
this draw, because it was 
hard to get because of 
this scenario and because 
it’s a derby and we didn’t 
want to lose,” the 
Barcelona coach said. 

The five-time European 
champions also set a new 
club record of 22 matches 
unbeaten to start a league 
season on Sunday, and are 
still in the hunt for a La 
Liga, Copa del Rey and 
Champions League tre¬ 
ble. “We are still up there 
(top of the table). The 
conditions for them and 
for us were not the best, 
but it was an entertaining 
game,” Barca captain 
Andres Iniesta said. 

They were far from at 
their fluent best against a 
stubborn Espanyol whose 
point drags them eight 
clear of the relegation 
zone. 


CHURCHILL AIM FOR 
AIZAWL FC SCALP 


DC CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI, FEB. 5 

Confident Churchill 
Brothers will look to con¬ 
tinue their winning run 
against defending cham¬ 
pions Aizawl FC in a 
Hero I-League match in 
Vasco on Tuesday riding 
on confidence from a win 
over title aspirants 
Minerva Punjab in their 
last match. 

Churchill ended 

Minerva’s unbeaten run 
to rise to seventh place 
with 13 points from 11 
matches. And a 2-0 win 
on Tuesday will take the 
hosts above Aizawl, who 
are three points above 
them. 

“The win against 
Minerva have put the 
boys in right frame of 
mind after we lost 
against Neroca,” said 
Churchill assistant 
coach Alfred Fernandes. 

“From here on, we are 
looking to win all our 


I-LEAGUE 


remaining matches 

which will not only get 
us out of relegation zone 
but also help us finish at 
a decent position,” he 
said. 

Fernandes said 

Churchill now looked a 
different side following 
inclusion of some for¬ 
eign players. 

“We have collected 13 
points from the last six 
matches we have played. 
Aizawl are coming into 
this match without a win 
in their last three match¬ 
es. “They will come hard 
at us to collect full points 
and we are prepared for 
the challenge,” he said. 


LIVE on TV 


Churchill vs Aizawl 

on STAR Sports 2,2HD 

(ffi 5.30 PM 
























































